
In 1847, the Erie County Board of Supervisors purchased a 154-acre farm along 
the Onondaga Escarpment on the outskirts of Buffalo for $10,000 in order to expand 
the Erie County Almshouse and County Hospital.  In 1909, the University bought 106 
acres of the land from the County, and later purchased an additional 72 acres.

In 1919, the University solicited designs for the campus landscape, and awarded the 
first prize to Hallam L. Movius of Boston.  The new campus, formally dedicated in 
1920, consisted mainly of the former buildings of the Almshouse.  It was decided that 
the new Main Street Campus should reflect a Neo-Classical aesthetic and plans were 
prepared for the conversion.  

In 1921, construction began on Foster Hall, designed by McKim, Mead & White, and 
was the first University-constructed building on campus.  In 1927, architect Jesse 
Porter completed the renovation of Hayes Hall, once the main building of the County 
Hospital, and now the University’s oldest existing building.

In 1930, E.B. Green and Son were commissioned by the University Committee on 
Buildings to revision the campus “with a view of securing a harmonious treatment 
of all buildings and spaces involved.”  The result was a campus plan that established 
a framework of quadrangles enclosed by academic and service buildings.  This plan 
largely guided the development of the campus into the 1950’s.

South Campus
Insane Asylum to University

Learning From The Past
• The Campus Plan should reinforce the open spaces and vistas that were set up by the historic plan

• Historic preservation is the truest form of sustainability: restoration and creative adaptive re-use should be considered 
first in any growth strategy

• Celebrate history by highlighting “postcard views” into and onto the South Campus.

Master Plan proposed by E.B. Green & Son in 1930.Site Plan of original University land purchase
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Mackay Heating Plant (1931)
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Service Building (1931)

Image courtesy of University Archives

Parker Hall (1946)
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Clark Hall (1938)
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Harriman Hall (1933)

Image courtesy of University Archives

Wende Hall (1885)
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Hayes Annex D (1890)
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Townsend Hall (1903)
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Foster Hall (1921)
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Beck Hall (1931)
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