
 
 

        

 

 

 

  

 

 

Resolutions of the University at Buffalo Council 

December 15, 2025 

Medicinal Chemistry Fund and the Kurt E. Merkel, PhD Professorship in Medicinal 
Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry in the College of Arts and Sciences Naming 

Whereas  Dr. Kurt E. Merkel earned his Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1970 from  the University  
at Buffalo’s School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences; and  

 

whereas  upon graduation from UB, Dr. Merkel had a distinguished career  in pharmaceutical  
research at Eli Lilly and Company, where he went on to earn multiple U.S. patents for  
antibiotics  for  both human and veterinary applications, and his work placed him at the 

forefront of antimicrobial  research during the 1980s; and  
 

whereas  Dr. Merkel demonstrated his enduring commitment  to UB through a generous estate gift  
designated to recruit and retain an endowed professor in medicinal chemistry, as well  as  
to establish graduate fellowships to support  research and educational activities for  
students in the Department  of Chemistry;  be it  therefore  

 

resolved  that in deep appreciation for the philanthropic commitment of Dr. Merkel, the UB  
Council hereby endorses the naming of  the Medicinal  Chemistry Fund and the Kurt E. 

Merkel, PhD Professorship in Medicinal Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry in 

the College of  Arts and Sciences; and be it  further  
 

resolved  that this recognition be forwarded to the State University of New York System  
Administration for  final  review and approval by the SUNY Chancellor and the SUNY  
Board of  Trustees; and be it further  

 

resolved  that this resolution be permanently entered into the records of the UB Council.  



 

 

Mary E. Fracassi Alzheimer’s Research Fund in the Jacobs School of  Medicine and  
Biomedical Sciences Naming  

Whereas  The Mary E. Fracassi Revocable Family Trust  seeks to honor  the legacy of Mary E.   
Fracassi and her  lifelong dedication to advancing research aimed at  the prevention and 

eventual elimination of  Alzheimer’s disease and dementia; and  
 

whereas  Ms. Fracassi demonstrated her enduring commitment to the University at Buffalo through  
a generous estate gift designated to support  pioneering research, compassionate care and 

the training of future leaders in the fight  against  Alzheimer’s and related conditions; be it  
therefore  

 

resolved  that in deep appreciation for the philanthropic commitment of  the late Mary E. Fracassi,  
the UB Council hereby endorses the naming of the Mary E. Fracassi  Alzheimer’s 

Research Fund in the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences; and be it  
further  

 

resolved  that this recognition be forwarded to the State University of New York System  
Administration for  final  review and approval by the SUNY Chancellor and the SUNY  
Board of  Trustees; and be it further  

 

resolved  that this resolution be permanently entered into the records of the UB Council.  
 




