
 
 

   
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 

 
  

   
 

  
   

   
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

    
    

  
  

   
   

  
  

  
   

 

University at Buffalo Council  
Meeting minutes  
March 27, 2023, 8:00 a.m.  
Buffalo Room, 10 Capen Hall  

Members present:    
Jeremy M. Jacobs, Chairman 
A.J. Franklin 
Scott E. Friedman 
Michael Cropp 
Rene Jones 
Brenda W. McDuffie 

Other participants:  
Satish K. Tripathi, President 
Jason Diffenderfer, Interim Vice President for University Advancement 
Jinjun Xiong, Empire Innovation Professor, Department of Computer Science and Engineering 

Attendees:  
Brice Bible, Vice President and Chief Information Officer 
Ann Bisantz, Dean of Undergraduate Education 
Allison Brashear, Dean of the Jacobs School of Medicine and Vice President for Health Sciences 
Beth Del Genio, Chief of Staff to the President 
Phyllis Floro, Student Life 
Jason Diffenderfer, Interim Vice President for University Advancement 
Brian Hamluk, Vice President for Student Life 
Graham Hammill, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Graduate School 
Ananth Iyer, Dean of the School of Management 
Laura Hubbard, Vice President for Finance and Administration 
Jocelyn Jakubus, Director of Presidential and University Events 
Allison Korta, Assistant Director of Presidential Events 
Nojin Kwak, Vice Provost for International Education 
Dan LaDelfa, Assistant Director for Presidential Communications 
Kemper Lewis, Dean of the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
Elizabeth Lidano, Dean of Students 
Eileen Sherman, Deputy to the Provost 
David Shurtleff, Instructional Support Specialist, UBIT 
Stefan Ruhl, Interim Dean of the School of Dental Medicine 
Timothy Tryjankowski, Chair of the Professional Staff Senate 

501 Capen Hall, Buffalo, NY 14260-1600 
716.645.2901 
ub-council@buffalo.edu 

buffalo.edu/ubcouncil 

https://buffalo.edu/ubcouncil
mailto:ub-council@buffalo.edu


 
 

 

    
 

   
      

      
 

 

    
   

 
  

    
  

    
 

     
   

   
    

 
  

  
   

 
   

 
 

   
   

    
 

    
   

 
 

   
  

 

    
     

    
  

 

Opening business  

Call to order  
Chairman Jacobs called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. 

Approval of minutes  
Chairman Jacobs called for a motion to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2022, meeting. A motion 
was made by Dr. Cropp, seconded by Mr. Jones and approved unanimously by Mr. Friedman, Mr. 
Franklin, Ms. McDuffie, Mr. Jones, Dr. Cropp, and Chairman Jacobs. None voted to oppose. 

Topics for discussion or action  

Report of the Chairman  
Chairman Jacobs asked Interim Vice President Diffenderfer to present details to the Council about four 
proposed naming resolutions. 

The first resolution is for the naming of the Viola Diebold Olympic Suite. Chairman Jacobs called for a 
motion to approve the resolution. A motion was made by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Ms. McDuffie and 
approved unanimously by Mr. Friedman, Mr. Franklin, Ms. McDuffie, Mr. Jones, Dr. Cropp, and 
Chairman Jacobs. None voted to oppose. 

The second resolution is for the naming of the Brittany R. Murchie Sports Performance Center. Chairman 
Jacobs called for a motion to approve the resolution. A motion was made by Ms. McDuffie, seconded by 
Mr. Friedman and approved unanimously by Mr. Friedman, Mr. Franklin, Ms. McDuffie, Mr. Jones, Dr. 
Cropp, and Chairman Jacobs. None voted to oppose. 

The third resolution is for the naming of the Rudy Bruner Center for Urban Excellence, the Rudy Bruner 
Chair in Urban Excellence, and the Rudy Bruner Collection. Chairman Jacobs called for a motion to 
approve the resolution. A motion was made by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Friedman and approved 
unanimously by Mr. Friedman, Mr. Franklin, Ms. McDuffie, Mr. Jones, Dr. Cropp, and Chairman Jacobs. 
None voted to oppose. 

The fourth resolution is for the naming of the Dr. Mario Rocci Chair in Pharmaceutical Sciences and the 
Dr. and Mrs. Mario Rocci Scholarship. Chairman Jacobs called for a motion to approve the resolution. A 
motion was made by Dr. Cropp, seconded by Ms. McDuffie and approved unanimously by Mr. Friedman, 
Mr. Franklin, Ms. McDuffie, Mr. Jones, Dr. Cropp, and Chairman Jacobs. None voted to oppose. 

Upon approval by the Council, the Rocci, Bruner, and Murchie resolutions will be forwarded to the State 
University of New York System Administration for final review and approval by the SUNY Chancellor 
and the SUNY Board of Trustees. 

Drafts of the resolutions can be found on the UB Council website. 
Chairman Jacobs then asked President Tripathi to give his university report. 

University Briefings: Report of the President  
President Tripathi updated the Council on a March 9th speaking event hosted by the UB student chapter 
of Young Americans for Freedom. President Tripathi thanked the university community for their 
substantial show of support for UB’s trans students, faculty and staff leading up to, and during this event 
as well as for respecting the constitutional rights of everyone involved. 
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Tripathi also told the Council about Governor Kathy Hochul’s visit to the UB campus in February to 
share her budget priorities with the university community and the broader community. The governor’s 
proposed budget includes a modest increase in operating aid and capital funding, as well as a new state 
endowment match program for university centers. New SUNY Chancellor, John King, also visited UB in 
January. Chancellor King met with UB leadership, students, faculty and members of the Western New 
York delegation to discuss the exciting future of UB and SUNY system. 

UB has named its next dean of the School of Dental Medicine. Marcelo Araujo is an internationally 
recognized clinical researcher and epidemiologist. He currently serves as the chief science officer of the 
American Dental Association and chief executive officer of the ADA’s Science and Research Institute. 
He joins UB on May 15. President Tripathi continued by stating four faculty members from the College 
of Arts and Sciences recently joined the ranks of SUNY Distinguished Professors. They are Diana Aga, 
the Henry M. Woodburn Chair and Professor of Chemistry, Jochen Autschbach, the Larkin Professor of 
Chemistry, Professor Paul Vanouse, the program head for Emerging Practices in the Department of Art, 
and Igor Žutić from the Department of Physics. Two faculty members were also elected fellows of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science. Stelios Andreadis is a SUNY Distinguished 
Professor of chemical and biological engineering, and biomedical engineering, in the School of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences and the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, and 
Laura Feltri is a SUNY Distinguished Professor of biochemistry and neurology in the Jacobs School. 

President Tripathi concluded his report by informing the Council about a recent $20 million award to UB 
from the National Science Foundation to develop the Artificial Intelligence Institute for Exceptional 
Education. The grant is a powerful example of UB faculty collaborating across disciplines to create 
solutions to significant challenges and includes faculty from the School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, the College of Art and Sciences, and the Graduate School of Education. President Tripathi then 
invited Dr. Jinjun Xiong, Empire Innovation Professor in the Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering, and a co-Principal Investigator on the grant, to provide a brief presentation to the Council. 

University Briefings:  Presentation by  Jinjun Xiong  
Professor Xiong began his report by stating this new grant places UB even further into the national 
spotlight for A.I. research. The collaboration involves nine universities and 31 faculty, including 13 
faculty from UB. Professor Xiong and Venu Govindaraju from UB are the co-PIs. The grant also includes 
partnerships with numerous organizations, including 8 school districts, 4 community organizations, and 5 
speech and language clinics and associations. The goal is to create scalable solutions and time saving 
capabilities to speech development for children. There are 3.4 million children in the U.S. who need some 
type of speech or language support. The goal is to create two solutions: A.I. Screener to enable universal 
early screening of speech and language problems, and A.I. Orchestrator, an app that will help speech-
language pathologists choose tailored, evidence-based interventions for each child. Mr. Friedman asked if 
the technology developed will become publicly available. Dr. Xiong stated most of the research will be 
open to the public. Mr. Jacobs asked if this is a tool or an answer to the problem. Dr. Xiong stated this 
technology can be used by individuals and families, as well as companies. Ms. McDuffie asked what the 
age of the cohort of this research is. Dr. Xiong stated it is ages 3-10. Mr. Friedman asked if the 
technology is tailored per individual or within preset parameters. Dr. Xiong stated the research is focused 
specifically on speech and language needs, but the underlying technology can learn from small details to 
apply to other applications. 

President Tripathi thanked Dr. Xiong for his presentation and thanked the Council for their continued 
advocacy. 
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Report of the Student Representative  
Mr. Franklin began his report thanking Dr. Xiong for his presentation. Mr. Franklin highlighted two UB 
swim team members: Mia and Toni Naccarella. Mr. Franklin informed the Council of an academic 
calendar change that adds a two-day fall break that also recognizes Juneteenth and Indigenous Peoples 
Day as holidays. Progress has been made in improving diverse cultural representation through food 
options including an event hosted at a dining center on campus. Progress is also being made in addressing 
concerns regarding reliability of Wi-Fi on campus. This includes places informational stickers on campus 
for IT to receive feedback on any Wi-Fi issues. 

Mr. Franklin discussed UB graduate Sonja Jackson, who passed away during the Buffalo blizzard in 
2022. He asked for a moment of silence in her memory. Mr. Franklin commended UB’s response to the 
blizzard as essential employees worked around the clock to clear snow and ensure the safety of more than 
100 students still on campus during the storm. 

Mr. Franklin informed the Council about a student success coaching pilot program. There are about 800 
students in the program that help students adapt to higher education. Mr. Franklin also highlighted UB’s 
Intercultural Diversity Center and its dedication to creating a sense of belonging and celebration of 
students’ differences. Mr. Franklin recommends the university further support the LGBTQ+ community 
and create an LGBTQ+ center on campus. Mr. Franklin would also like UB to hire permanent financial 
wellness coaches for students. 

Mr. Franklin added he hopes to see members of the Council during commencement this spring. 

Pursuant to New York State Public Officers’ Law, Subsection 105, Chairman Jacobs made a motion to 
adjourn to executive session for a matter related to the employment history of an individual. Ms.. 
McDuffie seconded the motion which was approved unanimously by Mr. Friedman, Mr. Franklin, Ms. 
McDuffie, Mr. Jones, Dr. Cropp and Chairman Jacobs. None voted to oppose. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:52 a.m. 

A video recording of the entire meeting, including all presentations, can be found at this link on the UB 
Council website. 

Minutes approved at the June 12, 2023 meeting of the UB Council 
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