 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Jimmo settlememt agreement approved 1/24/2012 - key sections on accountability

IX. INJUNCTIVE PROVISIONS

Accountability measures
17.
 a. ...CMS will develop protocols for reviewing a random sample of SNF, HH, and OPT coverage decisions by the QICs (for claims under Parts A, B, and C) under the SNF, HH, and OPT maintenance coverage standards ...to determine overall trends and any problems in the application of these maintenance coverage standards.

b.  CMS will provide updates to Plaintiffs’ Counsel regarding the results of this random sampling during the bi-annual meetings referenced below ..., beginning with the first meeting following completion of the educational campaign (which will be the second of the five bi-annual meetings).

c. [where] CMS finds reason to believe an error was made [in applying the standards] CMS will contact the QIC to determine whether an error was made. For those decisions in which an error by the QIC is confirmed, CMS will direct, or request if the agency does not have authority to direct, the QIC to correct its error.

d.  If the ...sampling indicates that a particular Medicare contractor or MA organization is not applying the correct ...standards ...CMS will address this issue directly with that entity. The manner in which CMS addresses the issue will be within its discretion.

e. [Plaintiff’s counsel can have CMS review selected individual claim determinations]

f.  CMS will meet with Plaintiffs’ Counsel on a bi-annual basis to discuss the results of the sampling of claims data and the agency’s review of the individual claims,,, The meetings can also be used to bring any issues related to the settlement to the agency’s attention. The first of these meetings will take place following the issuance of the revised manual provisions and prior to the completion of the educational campaign, and meetings will continue on a bi-annual basis thereafter for a total of five (5) meetings.

