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Faculty Senate Executive Committee (FSEC) Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2026 

Jeanette Martin Room ӏ 567 Capen Hall  
Zoom 

Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
• Chair called meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Agenda Approved 
• Motion to approve agenda was made and seconded. FSEC voted unanimously to approve

FSEC 3_10_26 Meeting Agenda

Actionable Items  
• FSEC 2_10_26 Meeting Minutes was unanimously approved.
• President’s Report was accepted.
• FS 3_10_26 Chair Report was accepted.
• Budget Priorities Committee ARPP Report from the Chair of the Budget Priorities Committee, Phil

Glick was accepted. 
• Reconsideration of draft resolution 2025.12.16.1: Extending the Excelsior Scholarship for

Advanced Degrees. Suggested amendments can be found here: Resolution on Extending the
Excelsior Scholarship for Advanced Degrees.docx
 FSEC Actions regarding Resolution:

o Made motion and seconded to accept all amendments proposed to the Resolution by
the FS Chair.

o Voted unanimously to accept all amendments proposed to the Resolution by the
Chair.

o Voted unanimously to send amended Resolution for a Second Reading at the next
Faculty Senate Meeting on March 31.

• Due to substantive changes made to the Resolution, the FS Chair will discuss
with the Parliamentarian whether a First Reading can be waived to ensure that
if the Resolution is passed by the FS, it can be presented for discussion at the
SUNY UFS at the Spring 2026 Plenary [April 16-18].

• Committee on Academic Freedom and Responsibility (CAFR) memo presented by CAFR
Committee Member Anthony O’ Rourke regarding Draft Policy on Faculty-Authored Educational
Materials  from the UB Policy Review Group (PRG).

o Response to CAFR memo from Senior Vice Provost Hammill
o UUP memo submitted to PRG in response to policy
o The FS Chair proposed the formation of a subcommittee (including CAFR members, the FS

Chair, and interested faculty) to develop a policy recommendation the FS could formally
endorse.

https://buffalo.box.com/s/gmgqf9dbasz8oxt01waq23tt8zsqo56x
https://buffalo.box.com/s/x3t0vf5uitjmqy0gavbm5wjo5ee0mm4b
https://buffalo.box.com/s/wp5i3xswa74d46vf80y2567rv11rk343
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ydt2hsf48zwsh67ey8x7afcp1wuet9ok
https://buffalo.box.com/s/anifh9hucmjaw8ei4pgbcl39sleds4dc
https://buffalo.box.com/s/anifh9hucmjaw8ei4pgbcl39sleds4dc
https://ubuffalo-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/kstaple_buffalo_edu/Documents/UB%20Senate%20business%202025-2026/FSEC%20meetings/10%20March%202026%20meeting/Resolution%20on%20Extending%20the%20Excelsior%20Scholarship%20for%20Advanced%20Degrees.docx?d=wa1f8865e887c4ebf9f2258b1ac086af6&csf=1&web=1&e=yiUbkU
https://ubuffalo-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/kstaple_buffalo_edu/Documents/UB%20Senate%20business%202025-2026/FSEC%20meetings/10%20March%202026%20meeting/Resolution%20on%20Extending%20the%20Excelsior%20Scholarship%20for%20Advanced%20Degrees.docx?d=wa1f8865e887c4ebf9f2258b1ac086af6&csf=1&web=1&e=yiUbkU
https://buffalo.box.com/s/fp16fyc5uye6q9plumi1nuv13vgzacs7
https://www.buffalo.edu/content/dam/authoritative/policy/30DayReview/01-23-26%20Faculty-Authored%20Educational%20Materials%20for%2030-Day%20Review.pdf
https://www.buffalo.edu/content/dam/authoritative/policy/30DayReview/01-23-26%20Faculty-Authored%20Educational%20Materials%20for%2030-Day%20Review.pdf
https://buffalo.box.com/s/lgijjwrp82gu9qtcdmc3s6ig5doph3cb
https://buffalo.box.com/s/z3iy2rdjvuyy95gi0liy9pkkq1xx3z1c
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o FS Chair asked the PRG to pause the policy approval process (currently in the post 30-day
University community comment phase) so the Faculty Senate can contribute to the final
policy.

• Motion to authorize the Chair to create two small taskforces to assess the Faculty Senates oversight of
curricular matters at the undergraduate and graduate levels, respectively. Text of Motion: Request for
motion to authorize FS Chair to create taskforces on curricular oversight

o Tabled until next FSEC meeting on April 14 due to lack of time to discuss motion.
• Motion to authorize the Chair to arrange to recruit and pay a graduate assistant to organize FS archives,

scan useful material, transfer records to the University archives, and make recommendations concerning
information management. Text of motion: Request for motion to authorize FS Chair to hire a graduate
assistant

o Motion made and seconded to hire a graduate assistant.
• Plan for review of draft resolutions and conduct of voting at future FS meetings.

o FS Business Document Collaboration

• A Faculty Senate SharePoint site will be used to circulate and revise draft documents.
• Senators can comment on drafts and Committees can revise in response.
• Senators are encouraged to review and comment prior to meetings.

o Voting Procedures

• Default voting method will be raised hands.
• Anonymous voting will require:

o A motion
o Majority approval by the Faculty Senate

• If anonymous voting is approved:
o Voting will be conducted via UB Learns Faculty Senate course
o Ballots will be visible only during the voting period
o Results will be announced by the FS Secretary or FS administrator

• Approval of the FS 3_31_26 Meeting Agenda  for the March 31 Senate meeting.
o FS Chair amended agenda to include presentation of draft resolution 2025.12.16.1: Extending

the Excelsior Scholarship for Advanced Degrees. for Second Reading without objection.
• Motion to approve amended agenda made and seconded. Agenda was unanimously

approved.

https://buffalo.box.com/s/tgno8tyd2heifzr8yt4exhhfzoa812jt
https://buffalo.box.com/s/tgno8tyd2heifzr8yt4exhhfzoa812jt
https://buffalo.box.com/s/yyrdz3jgpzt11oip5itjgxym8had1bz2
https://buffalo.box.com/s/yyrdz3jgpzt11oip5itjgxym8had1bz2
https://buffalo.box.com/s/x9mod20lt8k0k1u338de6nprphrg7ehi
https://buffalo.box.com/s/anifh9hucmjaw8ei4pgbcl39sleds4dc
https://buffalo.box.com/s/anifh9hucmjaw8ei4pgbcl39sleds4dc
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Other Items 

I. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

• State Budget
o Proposed executive budget holds tuition flat.
o Advocates for additional operating aid to cover rising costs, including salary increases from the

UUP collective bargaining agreement.
o Governor Hochul’s proposed budget includes $595 million for critical maintenance across state-

operated SUNY campuses.
o UB is advocating for increased maintenance funding due to aging infrastructure.
o UB is seeking capital funding to strengthen research in areas such as quantum science, AI,

healthcare, and neurological diseases.

• Foster Hall Renovation
o Grand reopening of Foster Hall completed.
o Graduate School of Education has returned to the South Campus in Foster Hall, reinforcing its

role in professional and graduate education.

• University Police Advisory Committee

o Committee has been formed with invited faculty, staff, and students. President will meet with the
Committee soon to discuss its charge.

II. EXTENDING THE EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP FOR ADVANCED DEGREES

• The resolution was amended to call for a new program similar to Excelsior, rather than extending the
existing Excelsior Scholarship.

o This modification addressed concerns about:
 Protecting existing Excelsior undergraduate funding
 Avoiding restrictions tied to the specific year post undergraduate education (e.g., 5th or

6th year only)

• “Whereas” Clauses Revised

o Clarified that limiting Excelsior to four undergraduate years creates financial issues for New
York residents pursuing graduate degrees.

o Included CUNY and SUNY, recognizing the SUNY University Faculty Senate’s jurisdiction.
o Focused on the impact of graduate education on workforce needs and state priorities.

• “Resolved” Clauses Revised

o Urged the Governor and State Legislature to consider creating a graduate-level tuition support
program modeled on Excelsior.

o Recommended that the UB Faculty Senate transmit the resolution to the SUNY University
Faculty Senate and relevant state leaders for approval.

Comments and Questions 

• Questions were raised about:
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o The current status of Excelsior Scholarship funding (no known changes).
o Whether funding would require legislative approval (yes).

• Suggestions were made to seek rough cost estimates to support future discussions.

• The goal is to advance the Resolution for discussion at the SUNY University Faculty Senate Spring
2026 Plenary [April 16-18], if approved by the Faculty Senate.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:30 p.m. 

Turquessa Francis, Ed.D., OTR/L 
Department of Rehabilitation Science 



Last Name Signature
Alexandridis, Paschalis
Barclay, Jen Virtual
Basaran, Cemal Virtual
Beatty, John
Bies, Robert Present
Bisantz, Amy
Campbell, Jennifer
Danilovic, Vesna
Francis, Turquessa Present
Giammatteo, John Present
Glick, Phil Present
Hammill, Graham
Hubbard, Laura
Jacobs, Amy Virtual
Jain, Shaurya Present
Kay, Jason Present
Laychock, Suzanne
Lemke, Melinda Virtual
MacDougall, Sarah
Morey, Ophelia Present
Multari, R.J. Virtual
Murray, Brian
Nemati, Kamran Virtual
Paquette, Elisabeth
Ramesh, Ramaswamy
Schwartz, Sabrina Virtual
Shucard, David Virtual
Smith, Brian
Sobota, Peter Present
Stapleton, Kristin Present
Traynor, Kerry Virtual
Tripathi, Satish Virtual
Weber, Scott
Winter, Kari Virtual

Executive Committee Meeting

3:00 - 4:30 pm
Tuesday, March 10, 2026



Zorich, Shauna

Sara Metcalf - Virtual
Tony O'Rourke - Present

GUESTS:
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