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Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2026 

Buffalo Room & Zoom  

Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
•  Meeting called to order by Chair at 3:03pm 

 

Agenda Approved 
• Motion to approve the Agenda was requested by the chair, made, and seconded. FS voted unanimously to 

approve the agenda. 

• At the faculty senate executive meeting last week Sec encouraged individuals to vote via the electronic 

survey on the question of whether to change definition of voting faculty  

• Several units have not identified their senators for next year. Please ask your unit to identify their senators 

for next year if they haven’t already. 

Opening Items 
Previous minutes were presented. Few suggested changes having to do with grammar and punctuation. They 

have been accepted without a need for vote. Motion to approve minutes was requested by Chair, made, and 

seconded. Minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

• Secretary Francis was out of town at a conference; incoming Secretary Enoch Azasu took minutes.  

• Encouraged senators to ask their colleagues to vote via the survey about wheter to change the governance 

documents (definition of voting faculty) and identify senators for next year if not already done. 

 

Chair’s Report 

Comments:  

 

At this meeting we continue to consider various resolutions put forward by our committees. 

 

Since we will probably not have time to vote on all of them, we will have another meeting a week from now—

April 28 at 3 pm—entirely on Zoom. At that meeting we will also hear a report from the Budget Priorities 

Committee and from our UB Senators who represent us at the SUNY University Faculty Senate, which holds its 

Spring Plenary at SUNY Farmingdale April 16-18. 

 

https://buffalo.box.com/s/xjv3j26qk67z7le468h49t6en0jof0h5
/Users/turquessafrancis/Downloads/Business/Opening/FS%203_31_26%20Minutes%20DRAFT.pdf
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We have been busy working on committee appointments for next year. Thank you if you volunteered to serve 

on a committee! It isn’t too late to submit the survey form to sign up to serve or to express your opinions 

about Faculty Senate priorities. Here is the link to the survey. 

 

Committees do essential work for the Senate—without strong committees we would not be able to have an 

impact on the university. 

 

You will notice from the list of upcoming Senate meetings that the May 12 meeting will be in person only. That 

is because we need to pass a resolution to ratify all decisions the Senate took via electronic votes before our 

governance documents allowed for electronic voting. The resolution will have its first reading at today’s 

meeting. Please plan to attend. 

 

(Full written report as provided below) 

Late last week I received the sad news of the passing of GSE faculty member Janina Brutt-Griffler. Professor 

Brutt-Griffler made many contributions to UB, including as director of Polish Studies and other international 

work. We will have a formal “In Memoriam notice” of this on the agenda of an upcoming meeting when the 

GSE has had time to reflect on Professor Brutt-Griffler’s career. Condolences to her colleagues and to her 

husband, Professor Keith Griffler of Africana and American Studies. [Note: GSE Dean Rosenblith’s invitation to 

a memorial event for Professor Brutt-Griffler is posted on our Sharepoint site.] 

 

The federal government has announced a delay in implementation of the ADA Title II digital accessibility law. 

SUNY will have another year to show compliance. Everyone is, of course, encouraged to continue efforts to 

reach full compliance as soon as possible. Carol Van Zile Tamsen, director of CATT, is at today’s meeting and 

give us a brief update now. Sharon Nolan-Weiss told me she can attend next week’s meeting to answer any 

questions you may have.  

 

The SUNY University Faculty Senate met last week at Farmingdale. UB senator Phil Glick will give a report on it 

next week and see if our senate wishes to endorse the resolutions that were approved there. One of the 

topics discussed was the Academic Momentum initiative to improve retention and graduate rates. I have put 

UB’s SUNY-approved Academic Momentum plan on our Senate Sharepoint site for those interested to read it.  

 

Before the end of the semester, I plan to send out an anonymous poll to all senators to ask about whether you 

prefer to retain the UB Box and UBLearns platforms or move entirely to Sharepoint, with Microsoft Forms for 

anonymous voting. I am inclined to think Sharepoint suits our needs, but I want to accommodate your 

preferences. The anonymous poll will also ask about whether you would like Senate meetings to feature more 

presentations from UB leaders next year and, if so, about what. If you have any suggested questions to add to 

the poll, please let me know. 

 

Equity and Diversity Committee Report 

• Statement in Support of DEI and Critical Perspectives (endorsed by FSEC on April 14, 2026) presented by 

Shauna Zorich (committee liaison). 
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• Statement affirms commitment to DEI curriculum, critical perspectives, and academic freedom; aligns with 

SUNY leadership and UB policy; seeks full Faculty Senate endorsement. 

• Motion made and seconded to endorse the statement. 

• Discussion: Senator suggested adding language to convey DEI as central to everyone (not just special 

interests) for a better society. Senator agreed to take suggestion back to committee for revision. 

• Motion made and seconded to table endorsement until revisions; tabling passed (no opposition). Chair 

suggested committee discuss dissemination (e.g., to news outlets) if endorsed. 

Continuing Business 
a. Second Reading of Resolution 2026.2.17.5 (TPP Committee): Clarifying allowable application updates 

during faculty personnel reviews.  

▪ Motion made and seconded to vote on the presented Resolution. 

▪ Resolution as presented passed 

• Yea: 61 

• Nay: 0 

b. Second Reading Resolution 2026.2.17.6 (Bylaws Committee): Amending the Charter of the Faculty 

Senate to allow for electronic meetings  

▪ Motion made and seconded to vote on the presented Resolution (amendments to Charter require 

two-thirds vote). 

▪ Resolution as presented passed 

• Yea: 63 

• Nay: 0 

c. Second Reading Resolution 2026.2.17.8 (Bylaws Committee): Resolve a conflict between the Charter of 

the Faculty Senate and the Standing Orders of the Faculty Senate regarding changes to standing 

committees 

▪ Motion made and seconded to vote on the presented Resolution. 

▪ Resolution as presented passed 

• Yea: 66 

• Nay: 0  

d. First Reading Resolution 2026.3.31 (Executive Committee): In support of urging the State of New York 

to create a program similar to the Excelsior Scholarship to support graduate studies by New York 

residents at SUNY and CUNY institutions  

▪ Tabled until next Faculty Senate meeting (comments on document accepted until noon on Friday for 

committee review). 

New Business 
a. First Reading of Resolution 2026.4.21.1 (Academic Planning and Assessment Committee): Regarding 

the Change of the Name of the Department of Electrical Engineering to the Department of Electrical 

and Computer Engineering. (Explanation of Name Change) 

https://buffalo.app.box.com/file/2200647872402?s=tlf005jjpes330j7xnmnxrl8hd4glzlh
https://buffalo.app.box.com/file/2200648317176
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Dean of Electrical Engineering explained context for 40 "no" votes at school level (e.g., concerns about 

student confusion, resource competition, collaboration with CSE); noted increased support (73.5% 

approval), joint initiatives (e.g., MS program, hiring proposals), and no issues with ECE acronym 

(common in AAU peers). Senator raised acronym concerns (potential lawsuits); Dean reassured it's 

standard. 

Tabled for Second reading on April 28. 

b. First Reading Resolutions 2026.4.21.2-5 (Bylaws Committee): Changes to Faculty Senate Committee 

Names and Charges and Dissolution of Two Inactive Committees. Four separate resolutions are 

included in this one document. 

On Veterans Matters Committee: Senator argued it's symbolically bad to dissolve (veterans' sacrifices); 

offered to volunteer/work on reviving it. 

On Campus Environment and Sustainability Committee: Senator noted ongoing projects (buildings, 

landscapes) but lack of communication/access to reports; emphasized broader definition (accessibility, 

space experience); Senator spoke in favor of keeping it for faculty input (university staff not reaching 

out); Senator suggested inactive status for quick reactivation; Senator argued against inactive 

committees (must be substantive or dissolved); Senator noted AI/environment impact missing from UB 

Sustainability Office plans (e.g., climate action policy). 

General: Suggestions to revive with volunteers, create university-wide committees, or charge Senate 

committees with campus-wide reporting; Chair noted ease of creating ad hoc committees and 

preference for university-wide engagement on non-faculty-specific issues. 

Tabled until next Faculty Senate meeting 

c. First Reading Resolution 2026.4.21.6 (Bylaws Committee): Resolution to Ratify Actions Taken at 

Electronic Meetings before the Charter Was Amended to Allow the Same 

This will be tabled for voting on May 12th. 

d. Other business from the floor  

Point of information on next week's business (SUNY plenary resolutions for endorsement; no second 

reading required). Chair noted UB President Tripathi's last meeting is May 12; message of appreciation 

to be presented (drafted via UB's Bulls AI, to be voted on next week); gift of UB student-created art 

planned. 

e. In Memoriam: Tribute to Annette LeCuyer (Architecture); link shared to her work. Chair attended 

memorial service. The Dean of Architecture and Planning commented on her impact. 

 

Adjournment 

Chair welcomed motion to adjourn, which was made and seconded. 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:22 p.m.  

 

         Enoch Azasu, PhD 

         Department of Social Work 

https://buffalo.app.box.com/file/2200640077743?s=7e9q485n1c7j48su2otimqjujd889gh1
https://buffalo.app.box.com/file/2200638767132
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