
 
Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes 

April 28, 2026 
Zoom 

 
Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
• Chair called meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Agenda Approved 
• Chair proposed the following amendments to the previously approved agenda: 

o Remove report and statement from the Equity & Diversity Committee from 
current agenda. This item was removed from the agenda because suggestions 
were made by senators to revise the language of its statement and the Committee 
needs additional time to consider the suggestions. The revised statement may be 
considered at the May 12 Faculty Senate meeting. 

o Remove Second Reading of the Bylaws Committee resolution to ratify actions 
taken at electronic meetings. This item will be deferred to the May 12 Faculty 
Senate meeting so it can be voted on during an in-person meeting. 

• Motion to approve the amended agenda was made and seconded. 
o Amended agenda unanimously approved FS 4_28_26 Meeting Agenda.  

 
 

Actionable Items 
• Provost report was accepted.  
• FS 4_28_26 Meeting Chair Report was accepted. 
• Sharon Nolan-Weiss addressed any questions about the extension of ADA Title II 

deadline to comply with ADA Title II requirements for digital accessibility. 

• Report on the work of the Budget Priorities Committee, presented by committee 
chair Phil Glick. 

• Report on the SUNY University Faculty Senate Spring Plenary Campus Action 
Summary,  and consideration of its endorsement of its resolutions, presented by UB UFS 
Senator Glick.  

• Second Reading Resolution 2026.3.31 (Executive Committee): In support of urging the 
State of New York to create a program similar to the Excelsior Scholarship to support 
graduate studies by New York residents at SUNY and CUNY institutions. 

o Motion made and seconded to vote on the Resolution  
 Resolution passed 52 yea 1 nay 

o The Resolution will be forwarded to the SUNY University Faculty 
Senate, potentially reviewed by its Graduate Education committee, and 
then directed to SUNY leadership and state officials if approved. 
 

https://buffalo.box.com/s/d3dgnlb35067b8pb6spxo04nrxwinmvd
https://buffalo.box.com/s/51lh4tbyrodtqtpuc07m50pztd48f8ho
https://buffalo.box.com/s/17z4agogx312ma7gf8jxrz39xjbfmgzg
https://buffalo.box.com/s/x6pux2kcyaoefta1b333vhqicgmwwtpr
https://buffalo.box.com/s/x6pux2kcyaoefta1b333vhqicgmwwtpr
https://ubuffalo.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/UBFacultySenate/Shared%20Documents/2025-2026%20Senate%20Meeting%20Materials/April%2028%20Senate%20Meeting/Reports/SUNY%20FS%20Spring%20Plenary?csf=1&web=1&e=OeMo3M
https://ubuffalo.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/UBFacultySenate/Shared%20Documents/2025-2026%20Senate%20Meeting%20Materials/April%2028%20Senate%20Meeting/Business/Continuing/Resolution%202026.3.31%20(FSEC)%20on%20Extending%20the%20Excelsior%20Scholarship%20for%20Advanced%20Degrees.docx?d=we05a91df996c4690b8776735bc8b34d7&csf=1&web=1&e=7wvO6b


 
• Second Reading Resolution 2026.4.21.1  (Academic Planning and Assessment 

Committee): Regarding the Change of the Name of the Department of Electrical 
Engineering to the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
(Explanation of Name Change). 

o Motion made and seconded to vote on the Resolution  
 Resolution passed 56 yea, 1 nay 

 
• Second Reading Resolutions 2021.4.21.2-5 (Bylaws Committee): Changes to 

Faculty Senate Committee Names and Charges and Dissolution of Two Inactive 
Committees. Four separate resolutions are included in this one document. 
Motions were made and seconded to vote on each resolution.  

• Outcome follows: 
 

o Resolution 1: Rename Tenure, Promotions, and Privileges 
Committee; Change the committee’s name to Appointments, Tenure, 
Promotion, and Privileges 
 Resolution passed 52 yea, 0 nay 

 
o Resolution 2: Revise Charge of the Equity and Diversity Committee; 

Replace the existing brief, bullet-point charge with a longer, more 
detailed statement reflecting the committee’s vision and role within the 
Faculty Senate and the university. 
 Resolution passed 47 yea, 2 nay 

 
o Resolution 3: Dissolve the Committee on Veterans Matters; Dissolve 

the Committee on Veterans Matters due to inactivity since its creation 
in 2018. 
 Resolution failed 20 yea, 30 nay 

 
o Resolution 4: Dissolve the Campus Environment and Sustainability 

Committee; Dissolve the committee due to prolonged inactivity. 
 Resolution passed 22 yea, 16 nay 

 The Committee could be recreated in the future if new leadership 
emerges.

https://ubuffalo.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/UBFacultySenate/Shared%20Documents/2025-2026%20Senate%20Meeting%20Materials/April%2028%20Senate%20Meeting/Business/Continuing/Resolution%202026.4.21.1%20(APAC)%20To%20Change%20the%20Name%20of%20the%20Department%20of%20Electrical%20Engineering%20to%20the%20Department%20of%20Electrical%20and%20Computer%20Engineering.docx?d=w48363204f3d34ec3806f070e3f93329b&csf=1&web=1&e=AdDK5p
https://ubuffalo.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/UBFacultySenate/Shared%20Documents/2025-2026%20Senate%20Meeting%20Materials/April%2028%20Senate%20Meeting/Business/Continuing/Resolution%202024.4.21.1%20SEAS-provided%20Appendix%20-%20Explanation%20for%20departmental%20name%20change.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=bLvGgK
https://ubuffalo.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/UBFacultySenate/Shared%20Documents/2025-2026%20Senate%20Meeting%20Materials/April%2028%20Senate%20Meeting/Business/Continuing/Resolutions%202021.4.21.2-5%20(Bylaws)%20on%20Changes%20to%20Faculty%20Senate%20Committee%20names%20etc.docx?d=wf1a9378ebd7f4e28ae586cf521cc063a&csf=1&web=1&e=YPxd0h
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Other Items 
I. PROVOST REPORT 

• Highlighted record attendance at recent Accepted Students’ events and thanked faculty for their role in 
student recruitment. 
 

Comments from questions/comments from senators on the following topics: 

Future of the UB Curriculum Committee 

• An update was shared on the formation of a committee to envision the future of general education at 
UB. 

• The Provost and Senate leadership met with the committee co-chairs, who are preparing to begin work. 
• The committee’s focus is conceptual, not implementation-based: 

o Examining what students need from a liberal education, especially within professional programs. 
o Considering what general education should look like for UB in the future. 

• The process is expected to take 3–4 years. 
• Plans include faculty feedback mechanisms, such as surveys and town halls. 
• The committee will regularly interface with Faculty Senate and faculty at large. 

 

UB Presidential Search Update  

• The Board of Trustees is meeting, but no official announcement has yet been made. 
• The Provost anticipates news within about a month, possibly mid-May, though not guaranteed. 
• Final approval occurs in the public portion of a Board of Trustees meeting, and the finalist is typically 

present. 
• UB Presidential Search website  

 

II. SECRETARY REPORT 
 

• Bylaws Vote Reminder 

o The deadline to vote on permanently changing the definition of Voting Faculty in the 
Faculty Senate Bylaws is April 29 at 5:00 p.m. 

o Voting results will be shared with voting faculty on April 30. 
 

• Okanagan Charter and Committee Work 
o The Okanagan Committee will meet on May 7 to: 

https://www.buffalo.edu/provost/messages/future-of-ubc-committee.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/leadership-searches/current-searches/presidential-search.html
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 Review existing UB programs focused on community wellness. 
 Begin drafting a strategic plan to present to UB leadership for implementing 

the Okanagan Charter at UB (the plan will not be finalized that day). 
o The committee is seeking additional faculty representation from across units. 

 

• Senate Membership for Next Academic Year 
 

o The list of senators for the upcoming academic year is nearly complete. 
o Most units have submitted their information; a few are still finalizing elections. 

 
• Approval of Minutes 

 
o Minutes from the previous meeting were completed and posted online. 
o Given limited time for review, the group agreed to delay approval of the minutes 

until the May 12 meeting to allow members adequate time to read and provide input. 
 

• In Memoriam 
 

o Janina Brutt-Griffler (GSE), Professor, Learning and Instruction, GSE 
o Paul Knight III, MD, PhD, Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 
o Alexander C. “Alastair” Brownie, PhD, Jacobs School of Medicine and 

Biomedical Sciences 
o Perry M. Hogan, PhD, Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 

 

III. ADA Title II Accessibility Update 

Questions and Responses 
 
Q: Is there a UB department that reviews faculty materials to ensure they meet ADA accessibility standards 
(e.g., PDFs, fonts, contrast)? 
 

• Each unit has a Faculty Accessibility Liaison. 
• The EDI Office has two professionals available to review materials upon request. 
• The CAT (Curriculum, Assessment, and Teaching Transformation) Office provides additional 

resources and support. 
• Faculty can request reviews to ensure materials meet requirements. 
• Central resource hub: Accessibility at UB - University at Buffalo  

 
Q: Are there AI or automated tools that can convert PDFs or videos into ADA compliant formats? 
 

• SUNY is exploring automated and vendor-based solutions, but: 
o Fully automatic, AI-driven accessibility tools are not yet reliable or comprehensive. 

https://buffalo.box.com/s/ea0zua78xi0kb4zqkj641na2ez6xsbny
https://medicine.buffalo.edu/about/leadership_and_administration/dean/announcements.host.html/content/shared/smbs/dean/announcements/2026/dean-announcement-knight-25423.detail.html
https://medicine.buffalo.edu/news_and_events/news/2026/3/alastair-brownie-in-memoriam-25313.html
https://medicine.buffalo.edu/news_and_events/news/2026/3/alastair-brownie-in-memoriam-25313.html
https://medicine.buffalo.edu/news_and_events/news/2026/3/perry-hogan-phd-in-memoriam-obituary-25201.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/access.html
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o Built-in tools (e.g., accessibility checkers in Acrobat or Word) can be useful as first-pass checks 
but should not be relied on exclusively. 

• Faculty are encouraged to use tools to flag issues, then consult accessibility staff for verification. 
• A SUNY-wide enterprise solution is desired but not yet available. 

 
Q: Is SUNY enforcing an earlier accessibility deadline than April 2027 (e.g., May11)? 
 

• Yes, health-related fields still have an earlier May deadline (approximately May 11, date to be 
confirmed). 

o This applies especially to clinical and health-care instructional settings (e.g., dental clinics). 
o Faculty teaching clinical instruction in health sciences are subject to the May deadline. 
o Pre-clinical or non-clinical coursework remains under the April 2027 deadline. 
o This deadline has not been extended, though future changes are possible. 

 
 
Notes: 
 

• Motion made and seconded to approve the May 12 Faculty Senate Meeting Agenda. Agenda 
unanimously approved. 

   
Meeting Adjourned: 4:22 p.m.  
         Turquessa Francis, EdD, OTR/L 
         Department of Rehabilitation Science 
 
 
 
 
 



Name (original name) Email Join time Leave time Duration (minutes) Guest Recording disclaimer response In waiting room
Kristin Stapleton kstaple@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:46 4/28/2026 16:23 97 No OK No
Jessica Naish jlnaish@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:47 4/28/2026 16:22 95 No OK No
Phil Glick glicklab@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:50 4/28/2026 16:23 94 Yes No Response No
Joan Baizer baizer@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:50 4/28/2026 16:22 92 Yes No Response No
Edward Bednarczyk eb@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:51 4/28/2026 16:22 92 Yes No Response No
Africa Hands africaha@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:52 4/28/2026 16:22 91 No No Response No
Nick Mastronarde nmastron@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:54 4/28/2026 15:47 53 Yes No Response No
Julie Harris jfinnell@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:54 4/28/2026 16:22 88 Yes No Response No
Elisabeth Paquette (she/her) epaquett@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:55 4/28/2026 16:22 88 No No Response No
Cemal Basaran cjb@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:55 4/28/2026 16:22 88 No No Response No
Jason Kay jasonkay@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:55 4/28/2026 16:22 87 No No Response No
Turquessa Francis tpgreen@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:56 4/28/2026 16:22 87 No OK No
Diane Christian engdc@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:56 4/28/2026 15:57 62 No No Response No
Gina Pope ginapope@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:56 4/28/2026 16:22 86 No No Response No
Todd Rideout rideout@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:57 4/28/2026 15:43 46 Yes No Response No
Eric Tenbrock etenbroc@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:57 4/28/2026 15:53 56 Yes No Response No
Amy Jacobs ajacobs2@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:57 4/28/2026 16:22 85 No No Response No
Alexus Ludwig alexusta@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:57 4/28/2026 15:57 60 Yes No Response No
Timothy Monreal tpmonrea@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:05 68 Yes No Response No
Eileen Cain Sherman ecain@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 85 Yes No Response No
Cassandra Jacobs cxjacobs@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 85 No No Response No
John Giammatteo johngiam@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 85 Yes No Response No
Robert Bies robertbi@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 85 No No Response No
Wojciech Krzyzanski wk@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 85 Yes No Response No
Kari Winter kwinter2@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 85 Yes No Response No
Paschalis Alexandridis palexand@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 16:22 84 No No Response No
Kemper Lewis kelewis@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:58 4/28/2026 15:55 57 No No Response No
Jun Hwan Choi junhchoi@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 15:00 2 Yes No Response No
Yungki Park yungkipa@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 84 Yes No Response No
Elizabeth Mietlicki-Baase em1@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 84 Yes No Response No
Sharon Nolan-Weiss (she/her) senolan@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 15:10 11 No No Response No
Brian Smith bsmith49@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 84 No No Response No
Joseph Consiglio jdc46@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 84 No No Response No
John Beatty jrbeatty@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 84 Yes No Response No
Melinda Lemke malemke@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 83 Yes No Response No
Teddy Triandos titriand@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 83 Yes No Response No
Brian Murray bmmurray@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 83 Yes No Response No
Katharine Amato kdobson@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 14:59 4/28/2026 16:22 83 No No Response No
Scott Weber sweber@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 Yes No Response No
Yun Pei yunpei@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 No No Response No
Jun Hwan Choi junhchoi@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 15:40 41 Yes No Response No
Obinna Ekwunife ekwunife@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 15:00 1 Yes No Response No
Stuart Inglis stuartin@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 No No Response No
Cindi Tysick cat2@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:12 73 No No Response No
Melissa McCartney mrm10@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 No No Response No
Kerry Traynor klta@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 Yes No Response No
Sonia Sharma soniasha@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 Yes No Response No
Obinna Ekwunife ekwunife@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 82 Yes No Response No
Ann Bisantz bisantz@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 83 No No Response No
Jennifer Campbell jcampbe@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 82 Yes No Response No
Betsey Bowen eabowen@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 82 Yes No Response No
Peter Sobota psobota@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 82 Yes No Response No
Mark Hicar markhica@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:16 77 No No Response No
David Shucard dshucard@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 82 No No Response No
Sabrina Schwartz ss624@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:00 4/28/2026 16:22 82 Yes No Response No
Christina Zachariadou czachari@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:22 82 Yes No Response No
Rebecca Chaleff rchaleff@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:13 73 Yes No Response No
Aisling Winston aislingw@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:22 82 No No Response No
Suzanne Rosenblith rosenbli@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:22 81 No No Response No
Matthew Paul mjpaul@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:22 82 No No Response No
Sangwoo Shin sangwoos@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:22 82 No No Response No
Marcella Baiz mbaiz@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 15:53 52 Yes No Response No
Jeff Grabill jgrabill@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:20 79 No No Response No
Doga Yucalan dogayuca@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 16:22 81 No No Response No
Heidi Suffoletto hnarins@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:01 4/28/2026 15:23 22 Yes No Response No



Kamran Nemati nemati@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:02 4/28/2026 16:23 82 Yes No Response No
R.J. Multari multari@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:02 4/28/2026 16:22 81 No No Response No
Suzanne Laychock U at Buffalo laychock@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:02 4/28/2026 16:22 81 Yes No Response No
Graham Hammill ghammill@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:02 4/28/2026 16:22 80 No No Response No
Sabanayagam Thevanayagam theva@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:03 4/28/2026 16:22 80 Yes No Response No
Sunha Kim sunhakim@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:03 4/28/2026 16:22 80 Yes No Response No
Kyle Hunt kylehunt@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:06 4/28/2026 15:22 16 No No Response No
Ruogang Zhao rgzhao@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:07 4/28/2026 16:22 75 Yes No Response No
Robert Shibley rshibley@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:09 4/28/2026 16:23 75 Yes No Response No
Sharon Nolan-Weiss (she/her) senolan@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:10 4/28/2026 15:24 15 No No Response No
Herbert Fotso hffotso@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:11 4/28/2026 16:22 72 No No Response No
Alexander Nikolaev anikolae@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:13 4/28/2026 16:22 70 Yes No Response No
Vesna Danilovic vesna@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:15 4/28/2026 16:22 68 No No Response No
Isabel Porto-Hannes isabelha@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:16 4/28/2026 16:22 66 Yes No Response No
Keith Alford kaalford@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:20 4/28/2026 16:23 64 No No Response No
Kyle Hunt kylehunt@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:22 4/28/2026 16:22 60 No No Response No
Heidi Suffoletto hnarins@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:23 4/28/2026 16:22 59 Yes No Response No
Ophelia Morey otmorey@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:24 4/28/2026 16:22 58 Yes No Response No
Dominik Roesch drosch@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:28 4/28/2026 16:22 54 Yes No Response No
Opinder Kaur opinderk@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:31 4/28/2026 16:22 52 Yes No Response No
Scott Barkowski scottjb@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:34 4/28/2026 16:22 48 Yes No Response No
Shauna Zorich slawless@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:35 4/28/2026 15:35 1 Yes No Response No
Shauna Zorich slawless@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:38 4/28/2026 16:22 45 Yes No Response No
Jun Hwan Choi junhchoi@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:40 4/28/2026 16:22 42 Yes No Response No
Nick Mastronarde nmastron@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:47 4/28/2026 15:52 6 Yes No Response No
Nick Mastronarde nmastron@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:52 4/28/2026 15:55 3 Yes No Response No
Kemper Lewis kelewis@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:55 4/28/2026 15:57 3 No No Response No
Nick Mastronarde nmastron@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:55 4/28/2026 16:21 27 Yes No Response No
Kemper Lewis kelewis@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 15:57 4/28/2026 16:22 25 No No Response No
Jean Wactawski-Wende, Buffalo jww@buffalo.edu 4/28/2026 16:15 4/28/2026 16:22 8 Yes No Response No
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