
 

 1 

 

Faculty Senate Executive Committee (FSEC) Meeting Minutes 

January 27, 2026 

Zoom 

Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
• Chair called meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Agenda Approved 
• Motion to approve agenda was made and seconded. FSEC voted unanimously to approve 

FSEC 1_27_26 Meeting Agenda.   

Actionable Items   
• FSEC 12_9_25 Meeting Minutes  was unanimously approved.  

• FSEC 1_27_26 Chair Report  was accepted.  

• President’s report was accepted. 

• Update from Senate representative to the Policy Review Group, Melinda Lemke, was accepted. 

▪ Three policies  are currently in the 30-day review period seeking input from the University 

community: 

o Climate Action 

o Faculty-Authored Educational Materials 

o Employee Notification of Disciplinary Records Request Under FOIL 

▪ 30-day review period ends February 24. 

• Report and memo from the Chair of the Committee on Academic Freedom and Responsibility on the 

University’s responsibility to inform UB community of risks related to immigration status.  

▪ Motion was made and seconded by the FSEC to endorse the memo and urge administration to 

communicate about the issues contained in the memo to the broad University community. FSEC 

voted to carry the motion with 12 votes.  

▪ Motion was made and seconded by the FSEC to report the memo at the 2/17 Faculty Senate 

meeting. FSEC voted to carry the motion with 12 votes. 

• Draft resolution from the Academic Policies and Grading Committee on revising the description of 

academic program honors in the undergraduate catalog.  

▪ Motion was made and seconded by FSEC to send resolution to Faculty Senate on 2/17/26 for a 

First Reading. FSEC voted unanimously to pass the motion.  

• Draft resolution from the Academic Policies and Grading Committee on the excused absence policy. 

▪  Motion was made and seconded by FSEC to return resolution back to Committee to modify 

language to take into account programs that utilize current policy to maintain student attendance 

due to instructional requirements by accrediting bodies.  FSEC voted unanimously to pass the 

motion. 

• Draft resolutions from Tenure, Promotion, and Privileges Committee:  

https://buffalo.box.com/s/04yigkdbwjnjxy0cbl94r2scxmmou2iw
https://buffalo.box.com/s/l15ym3fyc9b8fd0u0civzetovb5bjj4p
https://buffalo.box.com/s/tnz6f9hcg5ran7ivga8v9xyx8uicn2vu
https://www.buffalo.edu/administrative-services/policy-compliance-and-internal-controls/policy/ub-policy-lib.30-day-review.html
https://buffalo.box.com/s/tp8aynmt6ngoenell543vy2pb843t7rf
https://buffalo.box.com/s/o3qa4gw4zgtoazfzfunm7qo8zxz13z94
https://buffalo.box.com/s/w4xs7n6huab4fa0r2n5t29b750f2r1rw
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▪ (1) RESOLUTION to Publicly Post the Criteria and Procedure for Promotion and Establish a 

Due-process Promotion Review for Non-ladder (Clinical) Faculty   

o Draft Resolutions for changes to the University’s Policies, Procedures, and Criteria for 

Faculty Personnel Action:  
• (2) RESOLUTION on Recognizing Faculty Union Participation as University 

Service (3) RESOLUTION on the Separation of Compensated Administrative 

Roles from University and (4) RESOLUTION Clarifying Allowable Application 

Updates During Faculty Personnel Reviews  

▪ Motion was made and seconded by FSEC to send all four resolutions to Faculty Senate on 

2/17/26 for a First Reading. FSEC voted unanimously to pass the motion.  

Other Items 
 

▪ Faculty Senate Chair requested the FSEC members recommend faculty to serve in the 

University Police Advisory Committee. 

▪ Faculty-Authored Educational Materials—faculty are not required to provide texts for all 

students in a class to University libraries. There is a general requirement that some texts should 

be available to students. This can be accomplished by working with library for text availability—

reserving a few copies of texts at library or working with library to order texts. 

▪ Memo from Committee on Academic Freedom and Responsibility: 

o Freedom of movement is core to academic freedom. 

o Requesting communication of immigration issues with not just the international UB 

community but also the UB community-at-large.  

o Consider online resources such as a dashboard to provide resources 

▪ Administration response: 

• Timeline of University response to address needs of international 

community at UB:  

o 3/27/25 memo about immigration issues and resources available. 

o At the Faculty Senate’s request on 4/2/25, met with Faculty Senate 

on 4/8/25 to provide updates on resources. 

o Summer 2025 added a second full time immigration lawyer to 

support the needs of UB’s international community.  

o Document is being prepared to provide updated guidance on issues 

facing the international UB community. Letter should be provided 

by mid-February.  

▪ Document for information for faculty and staff when 

encountered or detained by ICE; does not address UB’s 

role in supporting family members of members of the UB 

community that are detained by ICE. 

• Working to meet the individual immigration needs of faculty, staff, and 

students.  

 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 4:29p 

 

         Turquessa Francis, Ed.D., OTR/L 

         Department of Rehabilitation Science 

 

https://buffalo.box.com/s/023tqi259p4nnew1mnm76773a2f9dyny
https://buffalo.box.com/s/023tqi259p4nnew1mnm76773a2f9dyny
https://buffalo.box.com/s/l7ytixsoxqu7vhwwe63r5xl94x5p1af4
https://buffalo.box.com/s/l7ytixsoxqu7vhwwe63r5xl94x5p1af4
https://buffalo.box.com/s/yflugdbdrd3708prt82p9fal2rrl5kgd
https://buffalo.box.com/s/yflugdbdrd3708prt82p9fal2rrl5kgd
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ycl0apcapk9fojpy6y5nvfk7981gyrou
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ycl0apcapk9fojpy6y5nvfk7981gyrou
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ea8aigml9dmfg8c2ln3a0segdmwof3ia
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ea8aigml9dmfg8c2ln3a0segdmwof3ia


 

 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, January27, 2026 

3:00 - 4:30 pm 
Last Name Signature 

Alexandridis, Paschalis Present 

Barclay, Jen  

Basaran, Cemal Present 

Beatty, John Present 

Bies, Robert Present 

Bisantz, Amy Present 

Campbell, Jennifer Present 

Danilovic, Vesna  

Das Bhattacharjee, Sreyasee  

Francis, Turquessa Present 

Giammatteo, John  

Glick, Phil Present 
Hammill, Graham Present 

Hubbard, Laura  

Jacobs, Amy Present 

Jain, Shaurya Present 

Laychock, Suzanne Present 

Lemke, Melinda Present 

MacDougall, Sarah  

Morey, Ophelia  

Multari, R.J. Present 

Murray, Brian Present 

Nemati, Kamran Present 

Oliveira Matos, Adaias  

Paquette, Elisabeth Present 

Ramesh, Ramaswamy  

Schwartz, Sabrina  

Shucard, David Present 

Smith, Brian Present 

Sobota, Peter Present 

Stapleton, Kristin Present 

Traynor, Kerry  

Tripathi, Satish Present 

Weber, Scott  



 

Winter, Kari Present 

Zorich, Shauna Present 

  

GUESTS: 

Wendy Quinton 

Sara Metcalf 

Jessica Poulin 

Nojin Kwak 

Peter Pfordresher 

Kara Saunders 

Jackie Bodack 

Eileen Sherman 
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