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Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes 

December 16, 2025 
Zoom 

Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
• Chair called meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Agenda Approved 
• Motion to approve the agenda was made and seconded. FS 12_16_25 Agenda was

unanimously approved.

Actionable Items 
• FS 11_18_25 Minutes  was unanimously approved.

• President’s report was accepted.

• FS 12_16_25 Chair Report  was accepted.

• Resolutions:

o First Reading of Resolution 2025.12.16.1: Extending the Excelsior Scholarship for Advanced 
Degrees

from and presented by SUNY UFS Senator Cemal Basaran.

▪ Resolution will be presented for a Second Reading at the next Faculty Senate Meeting on 
February 17, 2026.

o First Reading of Resolution 2025.12.16.2: Addition of the Professional Staff Senate Chair, 
COAL Chair and student representative to the UB Council to the Faculty Senate Executive 
Committee  from the Bylaws Committee (BC) presented by John Beatty, Chair of Bylaws

Committee. 

▪ Resolution will be presented for a Second Reading at the next Faculty Senate Meeting on 
February 17, 2026.

o First Reading of Resolution 2025.12.16.3: Resolution to Establish Policy on Recording Faculty 
Meetings from the Committee on Academic Freedom and Responsibility (CAFR) presented by 
Sara Metcalf, Chair of the CAFR Committee.

▪ Resolution will be presented for a Second Reading at the next Faculty Senate Meeting on 
February 17, 2026.

Other Items 
I. SECRETARY REPORT

• Faculty Senate Secretary-Elect

o Enoch Azasu, Assistant Professor from the School of Social Work, is the new Faculty
Senate Secretary-elect. He will begin his term July 1, 2026.

o Dr. Azasu was in attendance and introduced himself to senators.

https://buffalo.box.com/s/vfawsk2mqh9ghwt9ejbdsjq7debgab9n
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ce6upjbmm9t8v95e77dywrv1ic1wk9hk
https://buffalo.box.com/s/w26tieoefjq8r33b3scy067pb4ydxdzq
https://buffalo.box.com/s/u6j0evxitvzi767qr0scyb07f5wofgzo
https://buffalo.box.com/s/u6j0evxitvzi767qr0scyb07f5wofgzo
https://buffalo.box.com/s/qvrx3qij1xye4ljkgmi1daparnec6fhv
https://buffalo.box.com/s/qvrx3qij1xye4ljkgmi1daparnec6fhv
https://buffalo.box.com/s/qvrx3qij1xye4ljkgmi1daparnec6fhv
https://buffalo.box.com/s/wwn9hsf9npgdda02balkk8sgndxxbep1
https://buffalo.box.com/s/wwn9hsf9npgdda02balkk8sgndxxbep1
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• Reapportionment

o Reapportionment is complete. All units informed of senatorial and Faculty Senate
Executive Committee (FSEC) allotment. Units also provided with term information
of all senators. New and continuing senators for 2026-2027 AY due to the FS
Secretary by March 1, 2026. FSEC representative(s) for 2026-2027 AY due to FS
Secretary by April 1, 2026.

• In memoriam, Dr. Juanita Kirkland Hunter, School of Nursing and Juanita Hunter, BS ’71,
MS ’74, EdD ’83, FAAN, Nurse, Educator, Author, Advocate Extraordinaire.

II. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

• Governor Hochul's providing $50 million funding for a biofabrication and imaging research lab  at UB.

• UB launches UB Quantum Institute with Sambandamurthy Ganapathy, PhD, professor of physics and

associate dean for research in the College of Arts and Sciences, serves as interim director.

• Maria Lehman, a UB alumna, had joined UB as a Samuel P. Capen Professor in Engineering

Management. 

• UB Administration continues to focus on increasing first year student retention rate.

Questions and Comments: 

1. Question: How will the $50 million state funding be used?

o Response: Funds are capital (not operating) dollars and will be used for facility renovations,

shared research cores, and advanced instrumentation.

2. Question: How is UB addressing campus security in light of recent violence at Brown University?

o Response: UB takes campus safety seriously through ongoing police training, active-shooter

preparedness exercises, surveillance systems, and regularly updated communication plans.

3. Question: What affects student retention?

o Response: Factors influencing retention vary and include academic preparedness, first-

generation and Pell-eligible status, and stress among certain student populations, reflecting

national trends rather than a single cause.

Security Concern Raised: Faculty noted that many older classrooms cannot be locked from the inside during 

emergencies, raising concerns about lockdown readiness and the potential need—and cost—for upgrading door 

locks and hardware in older buildings. 

III. RESOLUTION 2025.12.16.1: Extending the Excelsior Scholarship for Advanced Degrees.

Pertinent comments that may impact drafted resolution: 

• Cost [to UB and NY State] of extending the Excelsior Scholarship provided to undergraduates by one

year to support 1-year graduate degree.

o Concerns with the additional cost of scholarship extension to NYS with potential state budget

deficits as a result of federal funding cuts.

https://buffalo.box.com/s/1za90qyf7okaym3s328lffngo3npt9oe
https://nursing.buffalo.edu/news-events/UBNursing-magazine/past-issues/ubnursing-2017.host.html/content/shared/nursing/articles/ubnursing-magazine/2017/hunter-seeks.detail.html
https://nursing.buffalo.edu/news-events/UBNursing-magazine/past-issues/ubnursing-2017.host.html/content/shared/nursing/articles/ubnursing-magazine/2017/hunter-seeks.detail.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/research.host.html/content/shared/university/news/ub-reporter-articles/stories/2025/12/biofabrication-imaging-research-hub.detail.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/research/research-expertise/expertise-in-quantum.html
https://engineering.buffalo.edu/home/news/faculty.host.html/content/shared/engineering/home/articles/news-articles/2025/national-academy-of-engineering-member-maria-lehman-joins-ub.detail.html
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• Clarification on students who would qualify for the extended scholarship—undergrads who will 

complete a 5th year for a master’s degree or students who are eligible based on income requirements 

(i.e., student with bachelor’s degree out of college for a brief period with a desire to return to school for 

a master’s program. 

• Rationale for extending the scholarship to 1 additional year of funding when most master’s degree 

programs are 2 years.  

• Whether extending a scholarship instituted to fund undergraduate degrees to fund a master’s degree 

would be allowed.  

• Access of scholarship funds to lower income students due to Excelsior Scholarship being provided 

primarily to middle/upper middle-class students and Pell Grants provided to lower income students. Pell 

grants do not cover master’s degree education and extended Excelsior Scholarship would cover an 

advanced degree. 

• Amendment recommendations for Second Reading: (1) modify the resolution to include two-year 

master’s program.  (2) change “extend the scholarship to five years” to “for the duration of the master’s 

program”.  

• Preference by Cemal Basaran, who drafted the resolution, is to present the resolution (if promulgated) to 

SUNY UFS for additional support from SUNY Board of Trustees (SUNY BOT) rather than sending 

resolution directly to the governor to increase likelihood of being approved by governor due to support 

from the SUNY BOT. 

 

IV. RESOLUTION 2025.12.16.2: Addition of the Professional Staff Senate Chair, COAL Chair and 

student representative to the UB Council to the Faculty Senate Executive Committee.   

 

Pertinent comments that may impact drafted resolution: 

 

• The prior attempt to add the Professional Staff Senate Chair and student representatives was not 

properly endorsed by the Faculty Senate, lacking clear documentation of a First Reading in Faculty 

Senate meeting minutes.   

• Whether formally including staff and students requires renaming the Faculty Senate to reflect the 

inclusion of staff and students on the FSEC. 

• Consensus from senators—add the members as ex-officio members for their perspective on Faculty 

Senate business without a change to the Faculty Senate’s name as each representative can address their 

specific needs in their own respective organization.  

 

 

V. RESOLUTION 2025.12.16.3 Resolution to Establish Policy on Recording Faculty Meetings   

 

Pertinent comments that may impact drafted resolution: 

 

• The resolution does not seek to ban recordings, but to call for a university-wide policy ensuring 

transparency and standard practices when recording meetings. 

• The resolution does not serve as the policy. The purpose of the resolution is to ask the University to 

establish a university-wide policy with guidance within resolution stipulating areas that need to be 

addressed within the policy.   

• Recommendations include having IT and legal perspectives with final policy recommendations.  



 

 4 

• If resolution is passed and promulgated, Faculty Senate Chair will communicate with UB administration 

and Policy Review Group to draft a UB policy.  

  

Notes: 

• A Faculty Senate resolution that was passed about seven or eight years ago called for a clear university 

policy on faculty assigning their own textbooks or teaching materials for which they receive royalties or 

fees. That effort has now resulted in a draft UB policy being considered. 

o The draft policy will be reviewed by the University’s Policy Review Group with a 30-day 

campus-wide review and feedback period. 

o Faculty Senate Chair will inform senators when 30-day comment period commences to provide 

feedback as needed.  

 

Meeting Adjourned: 4:23 p.m.  

         Turquessa Francis, EdD, OTR/L 

         Department of Rehabilitation Science 

 



Name (original name) Email Join time Leave time Duration (minutes) 
Kristin Stapleton kstaple@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:50 12/16/2025 16:25 95
Julia Czerniak jeczerni@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:51 12/16/2025 14:55 4 
Elizabeth Mietlicki-Baase em1@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:51 12/16/2025 14:51 1 
Jongmin Shim jshim@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:51 12/16/2025 14:51 1 
Carine Mardorossian cmardoro@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:51 12/16/2025 16:23 92 
Edward Bednarczyk eb@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:53 12/16/2025 16:01 69 
John Beatty jrbeatty@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:53 12/16/2025 16:25 92 
Turquessa Francis tpgreen@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:53 12/16/2025 16:23 91 
Julie Harris jfinnell@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:54 12/16/2025 16:23 90 
Joan Baizer baizer@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:55 12/16/2025 16:23 89 
Maeve Howett mahowett@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:55 12/16/2025 16:01 66 
Cemal Basaran cjb@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:55 12/16/2025 16:23 89 
Julia Czerniak jeczerni@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:55 12/16/2025 16:00 65 
Elisabeth Paquette (she/her) epaquett@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:55 12/16/2025 16:23 88 
Kerry Traynor klta@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:56 12/16/2025 16:23 88 
Brian Murray bmmurray@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:56 12/16/2025 16:23 88 
Melinda Lemke malemke@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:56 12/16/2025 15:23 27 
Jessica Naish jlnaish@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:56 12/16/2025 16:23 88 
Elizabeth Mietlicki-Baase em1@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:56 12/16/2025 16:23 87 
Kenneth Demarree kgdemarr@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:56 12/16/2025 16:23 87 
Sunha Kim sunhakim@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:57 12/16/2025 16:23 87 
Katharine Amato kdobson@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:57 12/16/2025 16:23 87 
Angelyn McDuff angelynd@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:57 12/16/2025 16:23 86 
David Shucard dshucard@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:23 86 
Satish Tripathi tripathi@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 14:59 2 
Barbara Prinari bprinari@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:23 86 
Jason Kay jasonkay@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Carol Van Zile-Tamsen cmv3@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Eileen Cain Sherman ecain@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 15:00 2 
Thomas Melendy tmelendy@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Patrick J. Long pjlong@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:22 84 
Sabanayagam Thevanayagam theva@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:58 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Mark Hicar markhica@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Sara Metcalf smetcalf@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 15:01 3 
Sonia Sharma soniasha@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Kemper Lewis kelewis@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Matthew Paul (he/him) mjpaul@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Brandon Choi junhchoi@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Sreyasee Das Bhattacharjee sreyasee@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 15:45 46 
Timothy Monreal tpmonrea@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Cassandra Jacobs cxjacobs@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 85 
Shauna Zorich slawless@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Christina Zachariadou czachari@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 84 



Doga Yucalan dogayuca@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Sharon Nolan-Weiss (she/her) senolan@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 84
Joseph Consiglio jdc46@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 14:59 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Suzanne Rosenblith rosenbli@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:00 61 
Jeffrey Scott jscott25@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Yun Pei yunpei@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Graham Hammill ghammill@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Munmun Rawat munmunra@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 15:26 27 
Dominik Roesch drosch@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Scott Weber sweber@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 15:40 41 
Kellen Hoxworth hoxworth@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Wojciech Krzyzanski wk@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Satish Tripathi tripathi@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 15:00 1 
Vesna Danilovic vesna@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 84 
Sangwoo Shin sangwoos@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Eileen Cain Sherman ecain@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:12 72 
Gene Zubovich genezubo@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Jen Barclay barclay7@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Betsey Bowen eabowen@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:00 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Junho Yoon jyoon11@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
R.J. Multari multari@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:25 85 
Brian Smith bsmith49@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Satish Tripathi president@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 15:37 37 
Enoch Azasu eazasu@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:00 60 
Isabel Porto-Hannes isabelha@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 15:35 35 
Annette Wysocki, U @ Buffalo wysocki4@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Jeff Grabill jgrabill@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:13 72 
Keith A. Alford swdean@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 15:27 26 
Yungki Park yungkipa@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:23 83 
Sara Metcalf smetcalf@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:23 82 
Robert Shibley rshibley@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:00 59 
Ryan Hunter rhunter2@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:01 12/16/2025 16:23 82 
Aisling Winston aislingw@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:02 12/16/2025 16:23 82 
Phil Glick glicklab@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:02 12/16/2025 15:03 1 
Stuart Inglis stuartin@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:03 12/16/2025 16:23 81 
Todd Rideout rideout@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:03 12/16/2025 15:03 1 
Phil Glick glicklab@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:03 12/16/2025 16:23 81 
Robert Bies robertbi@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:03 12/16/2025 16:23 81 
Todd Rideout rideout@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:03 12/16/2025 16:23 80 
Herbert Fotso hffotso@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:03 12/16/2025 16:23 80 
Melissa McCartney mrm10@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:04 12/16/2025 16:23 80 
Kyle Hunt kylehunt@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:04 12/16/2025 15:05 1 
Sabrina Sochaki sfeitosa@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:04 12/16/2025 16:23 80 
Ophelia Morey otmorey@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:04 12/16/2025 16:23 79 



Kyle Hunt kylehunt@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:05 12/16/2025 16:23 79 
Tom Murdock murdock2@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:05 12/16/2025 15:19 14
Alexander Nikolaev anikolae@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:05 12/16/2025 15:22 18 
Adaias Oliveira Matos adaiasma@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:06 12/16/2025 16:23 77 
Alexus Ludwig alexusta@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:08 12/16/2025 16:23 76 
Scott Barkowski scottjb@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:08 12/16/2025 16:16 68 
Eric Tenbrock etenbroc@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:10 12/16/2025 16:24 75 
John Tomaszewski johntoma@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:13 12/16/2025 16:23 71 
Lisa Jane Jacobsen ljjacobs@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:16 12/16/2025 16:08 52 
Andrea Markelz amarkelz@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:16 12/16/2025 16:23 68 
Heidi Suffoletto hnarins@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:18 12/16/2025 15:33 15 
Obinna Ekwunife ekwunife@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:20 12/16/2025 15:41 22 
Alexander Nikolaev anikolae@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:23 12/16/2025 16:23 61 
Melinda Lemke - UB GSE malemke@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:23 12/16/2025 16:23 61 
Munmun Rawat munmunra@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:26 12/16/2025 15:43 17 
JinJun Xiong jinjun@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:29 12/16/2025 16:23 55 
Jean Wactawski-Wende, Buffalo jww@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:33 12/16/2025 16:05 33 
Heidi Suffoletto hnarins@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:33 12/16/2025 16:23 50 
Isabel Porto-Hannes isabelha@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:35 12/16/2025 16:24 49 
Obinna Ekwunife ekwunife@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:41 12/16/2025 16:24 44 
Daniel Sirica dpsirica@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 15:45 12/16/2025 15:59 15 
Lisa Jane Jacobsen (she, her) ljjacobs@buffalo.edu 12/16/2025 16:23 12/16/2025 16:23 1 
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