
 

 1 

 

Faculty Senate Executive Committee (FSEC) Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2025 

Jeanette Martin Room ӏ 567 Capen Hall 

Zoom 

Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
• Chair called meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Agenda Approved 
• Motion to approve agenda was made and seconded. FSEC voted unanimously to approve 

FSEC 12_9_25 Meeting Agenda.  

Actionable Items   
• FSEC 11_25_25 Meeting Minutes was unanimously approved. 

• FSEC 12_9_25 Chair Report was accepted.  

• Report by Jessica Kruger, Chair of the IT Committee and UB Chief Information Officer Heath Tuttle 

accepted. 

▪ Minutes from November IT Committee Meeting   

▪ Presentation by Heath Tuttle on UB’s updated Alumni Email Policy and Chosen Last Name 

Policy   

• Report by Frank Scannepieco, Chair of the Library Committee.  

▪ Minutes from November Library Committee Meeting  

o Faculty Senate unanimously approved a motion directing the Faculty Senate Chair to 

make inquiries to the SUNY Central Committee that is tasked with supervising the 

redesign of Lockwood Library about faculty representation on said committee.  

• Outcome of CAFR Title VI Memo from the Committee of Academic Freedom and Responsibility  

(CAFR) presented at the 11/25/25 FSEC meeting: 

▪ Faculty Senate Chair shared that the Provost directed FS Chair to encourage CAFR Committee 

to meet with relevant administrators who have expertise in areas of concern contained within the 

memo. Chair of CAFR Committee will make arrangements with respective administrators to 

obtain adequate responses to questions posed.  

• Recording Resolution  proposed by CAFR on policies around recording meetings. 

▪ Motion to present Resolution at the December 16, 2025, Faculty Senate Meeting for a First 

Reading was made, seconded and unanimously approved. 

  

https://buffalo.box.com/s/opdamw43g53lndb2c8ao7rn0qrt0gu11
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ib8pby664tlrmdmlsit63jjb4v67wtuk
https://buffalo.box.com/s/9jl8uw2monl697iurkf38h4w7z06qasr
https://buffalo.box.com/s/dnau05xp03rx30c1o7o1qtoeue2oz3n6
https://buffalo.box.com/s/hk7rj62dz6izw6735afcznmvwbgnfrhw
https://buffalo.box.com/s/hk7rj62dz6izw6735afcznmvwbgnfrhw
https://buffalo.box.com/s/w38pbdbycghromqnyj40q6u98vy4s6jz
https://buffalo.box.com/s/miqg52fb01f003rbi5078uol3ff5knsx
https://buffalo.box.com/s/9nqwsu7f9qa6wp1netbosda1en4yhr91
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• Faculty Senate Chair will work with the Committee on Academic Planning and Assessment to draft a 

resolution to thank President Tripathi for his service. Draft resolution will be presented to the Faculty 

Senate Executive Committee to bring forward to the Senate for endorsement in Spring 2026. 

 

Other Items 
 

I. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
• Governor Hochul's $50 million funding for a biofabrication and imaging research lab  at UB.  

• UB launches UB Quantum Institute with Sambandamurthy Ganapathy, PhD, professor of physics and 

associate dean for research in the College of Arts and Sciences, serving as interim director. 

• Maria Lehman, a UB alumna, has joined UB as a Samuel P. Capen Professor in Engineering 

Management. 

• UB Administration continues to focus on increasing first year student retention rate. UB’s current rate is 

around 84.5%, below the AAU average of 92.4% 

 

II. CHAIR REPORT 

• Chair proposed a possible use of budget surplus—offer Senate committees $500 each to strengthen their 

work and hire a graduate assistant to organize Faculty Senate archives. Chair directed FSEC 

representatives to consider this proposal with future discussions on use of funds at a later meeting.  

▪ FSEC unanimously approved the Faculty Senate Chair to provide $500 to the Teaching and 

Learning Committee’s request for funds to support an initiative to bring together instructors from 

different disciplines to discuss AI and pedagogy. Funds will be used to purchase a book for each 

of the committee’s members and lunch during their discussion.  

 

III. UB CIO HEATH TUTTLE 

 

• Due to SUNY security requirements mandating multi-factor authentication for all mailboxes, 

maintaining alumni email accounts would cost approximately $362,000 annually, up from the current 

$54,000.  

▪ Plan to phase out alumni email accounts, starting with June 2025 graduates.  

▪ Plan does not phase out retired faculty or staff email accounts. 

• Chosen last name policy implementation will require more extensive work with a target implementation 

of October 2026. 

 

FSEC Concerns: 

 

• Former students losing access to research materials and communications after graduation. 

▪ Faculty can collect alternative email address of student to maintain communication and access.  

• Administrative privileges on computers 

▪ IT implementing a system called "Make Me Admin" or "Admin on Demand" that would allow 

users to request administrative privileges when needed. 

https://www.buffalo.edu/research.host.html/content/shared/university/news/ub-reporter-articles/stories/2025/12/biofabrication-imaging-research-hub.detail.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/research/research-expertise/expertise-in-quantum.html
https://engineering.buffalo.edu/home/news/faculty.host.html/content/shared/engineering/home/articles/news-articles/2025/national-academy-of-engineering-member-maria-lehman-joins-ub.detail.html
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Notes:  

 

• 12/16/25 Faculty Senate Agenda was updated with addition of First Reading of CAFR Resolution with 

no objections. 

▪ Updated 12_16_25 Faculty Senate Agenda made, seconded, and unanimously approved with the 

First Reading of the CAFR Resolution. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 4:38p 

 

         Turquessa Francis, Ed.D., OTR/L 

         Department of Rehabilitation Science 


