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Faculty Senate Executive Committee (FSEC) Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2026 

Zoom 

Attendance: see attached attendance. 

Call to Order 
• Chair called meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Agenda Approved 
• Motion to approve agenda was made and seconded. FSEC voted unanimously to approve

FSEC 2_10_26 Meeting Agenda

Actionable Items  
• FSEC 1_27_26 Meeting Minutes was unanimously approved.
• Provost’s Report was accepted.
• FS 2_10_26 Chair Report was accepted.
• Resolutions, Plenary Campus Action Summary, and White Paper: Tissues are For Students from SUNY

University Faculty Senate Winter Plenary, which occurred via Zoom on January 15-17, presented by SUNY 
UFS Senator Kerry Traynor.
 Motion was made and seconded to present all resolutions to the Faculty Senate at the Faculty

Senate meeting on 2/17/26 for endorsement.
o Another motion was made for the FSEC to vote on each resolution that should be sent to

the Faculty Senate for endorsement separately. Second motion was not made.
o FSEC voted unanimously to present all resolutions at the 2/17/26 Faculty Senate meeting.

• Resolutions from the Bylaws Committee:
 Resolution amending the Charter of the Faculty Senate to allow for electronic meetings.
 Resolution to amend the definition of “Voting Faculty” in the Bylaws of the Voting Faculty.
 Resolution to resolve a conflict between the Charter of the Faculty Senate and the Standing Orders

of the Faculty Senate regarding changes to standing committees.
o Motion was made and seconded to present all three resolutions to the Faculty Senate at

the Faculty Senate meeting on 2/17/26 for a First Reading. FSEC voted unanimously to
pass the motion.

• Motion made and seconded to approve the FS 2_17_26 Meeting Agenda. FSEC voted unanimously to
approve the agenda.

https://buffalo.box.com/s/chl0yw8u3t9eccba31tjqc5breb18vh1
https://buffalo.box.com/s/pra5e6pc1lv85l6ob0y1h0hgoig7fivs
https://buffalo.box.com/s/ff82vw8abk5x66wareby1hisk5meaqfy
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fufs.suny.edu%2Fwhat-we-do%2Fresolutions%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctpgreen%40buffalo.edu%7C1afd8dcc349744cf078808de698d3c27%7C96464a8af8ed40b199e25f6b50a20250%7C0%7C0%7C639064252482063654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1XL5B9iCAGQMiNyTEcFVef7QkV5leR%2Fg4UgYH8reYX4%3D&reserved=0
https://buffalo.box.com/s/xff3cyv98b16didz5fzror4oivjgjlhr
https://buffalo.app.box.com/file/2125539956418?s=v2um39al40vggcxvjufynf82p8fzngda
https://buffalo.box.com/s/k7evqtr9w4wo83h3tr9zfgsvt9dhdek3
https://buffalo.box.com/s/y2xclggmnw3lhz963kpytjt1icosrtol
https://buffalo.box.com/s/t3vtvupo00fwpnayiqxr7wvd6or6eqtb
https://buffalo.box.com/s/sqv73rpjksx67hrjbeljkgedp8re0jqn
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Other Items 

I. PROVOST

The Provost provided updates on campus and SUNY initiatives: 
• Academic Momentum / Student Success: Academic Momentum

UB continues its leadership role in SUNY’s Academic Momentum initiative to improve retention and 
graduation rates. A recent SUNY-wide webinar highlighted UB’s Finishing in Four program and its 
impact on course availability, graduation rates, and campus culture.  

• Student Services (1Capen - University at Buffalo):
The Provost noted that the Senate may wish to receive a presentation on the operations of  1Capen, 
UB’s student one-stop service center, given its role in supporting retention.  

• SUNY Industry Strategy & Engagement Working Group:
The Provost is co-chairing a SUNY subcommittee examining how promotion and tenure guidelines, 
institutional culture, and structural barriers affect faculty engagement with industry. UB’s level of 
industry and foundation funding is significantly lower than peer institutions. The subcommittee has 
submitted recommendations to SUNY (not yet public), addressing mission alignment, clarity in P&T 
guidelines, incentives for industry engagement, and barriers created by NYS contracting processes. 

Comments/Questions and Responses: 
• Alignment on industry/Venture Capital (VC) investment: UB and SUNY leadership recognize

significant structural and cultural barriers—particularly related to corporate (not foundation) funding. 
Many obstacles stem from NYS law or SUNY Board policies rather than campus decisions. A SUNY 
working group has identified these barriers, but it is unclear whether meaningful changes will follow. 

• Risks to scholarly independence and public mission: Concerns about corporate/VC funding
compromising academic integrity are valid. However, partnerships can be productive if carefully 
structured and managed; past UB challenges underscore the importance of thoughtful oversight. 

• Distinguishing corporate vs. foundation funding: Corporate and foundation funding should not be
combined, as they differ in purpose and perception. 

II. CHAIR REPORT

• CATT Teaching Award
o New pedagogy award announced by the Center for Assessment and Teaching Transformation:

CATT Instructional Excellence Award .
o Self-nominations encouraged.
o CATT will coordinate with the Senate Teaching & Learning and Awards Committees.

• General Education (UB Curriculum) Task Force
o Task force launched to review the 10-year-old UB Curriculum.
o Co-chairs: Despina Stratigakos (Architecture & Planning) and Robert Adelman (CAS—

Department of Sociology and Criminology).
o Call for nominations will be issued; work begins this spring and continues through next

academic year.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:14p.m. 

Turquessa Francis, Ed.D., OTR/L 
Department of Rehabilitation Science 

https://system.suny.edu/student-success/academic-momentum/
https://www.buffalo.edu/1capen.html
https://www.buffalo.edu/catt/news/CATT-instructional-excellence-award-2026.html


Name (original name) Email Duration (minutes) Guest
Turquessa Francis tpgreen@buffalo.edu 81 No
Elisabeth Paquette (she/her) epaquett@buffalo.edu 81 No
Jessica Naish jlnaish@buffalo.edu 80 No
Kristin Stapleton kstaple@buffalo.edu 81 No
Vesna Danilovic vesna@buffalo.edu 78 No
Sabrina and Jordan Schwartz 1 Yes
Katie Amato - UB (she/her) kdobson@buffalo.edu 78 No
Carol Van Zile-Tamsen cmv3@buffalo.edu 77 No
David Shucard dshucard@buffalo.edu 77 No
Amy Jacobs 77 Yes
BMurray 76 Yes
Suzanne Laychock U at Buffalo 77 Yes
Cemal Basaran cjb@buffalo.edu 77 No
Peter Sobota 76 Yes
Phil Glick (UB JSMBS) 75 Yes
Sabrina and Jordan Schwartz 1 Yes
Kamran Nemati 41 Yes
Kerry Traynor 75 Yes
Robert Bies robertbi@buffalo.edu 75 No
John Giammatteo 75 Yes
Paschalis Alexandridis palexand@buffalo.edu 75 No
John Beatty jrbeatty@buffalo.edu 75 No
A. Scott Weber, University at Buffalo 74 Yes
ecain 74 Yes
Melinda Lemke (she, her) - UB, SUNY 73 Yes
barclay7 73 Yes
R.J. Multari, PhD | Univ at Buffalo multari@buffalo.edu 73 No
Sabrina Schwartz ss624@buffalo.edu 66 No
Kari Winter 68 Yes
Graham Hammill ghammill@buffalo.edu 68 No
Ophelia Morey otmorey@buffalo.edu 52 No
Ophelia Morey otmorey@buffalo.edu 1 No
Ophelia Morey (she/her) 2 Yes
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