
                                              
Critical Legal Collective Workshop  

Reclaiming Constitutional Law: Limiting Executive Power  
Overreach, Expanding Shields  

Sponsored by The Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy and 
UC Irvine, The Center on Law, Equity and Race   

Workshop May 30 & 31, 2025 

 
THURSDAY MAY 29, 2025             Pre-Workshop Dinner  6:30 – 8:30 PM 
        Sponsored by UCI CLEAR             
       • Black & Blue Steak and Crab Restaurant,         

5493  Sheridan Drive Amherst, NY 14221  
 

FRIDAY MAY 30, 2025  

8:40  UB Stampede Shuttle from Hampton Inn Buffalo/Amherst located at 1601 Amherst 
Manor Drive, Amherst NY 14221 to University at Buffalo School of Law, O’Brian Hall,  
Cellino and Barnes Conference Room 509  

9:00   Breakfast  

9:30     Welcome Remarks 

Matthew Dimick, Professor and Director of the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, 
University at Buffalo (UB) 

 
Athena Mutua, Professor, Floyd H. & Hilda L. Hurst Faculty Scholar UB and President 
of the Critical Legal Collective (CLC)) 

 
Mario Barnes, Chancellor's Professor of Law, University of California Irvine and Chair 
of the CLC Constitutional Law Project 

 

10:00    Executive Overreach  

 
        Angela Harris, Seattle University School 
                            of Law          

Moderator  



        
             Samuel Bagenstos, University of  

       Michigan Law School/Gerald R.  
Ford School of Public Policy 

 

 
How Should Progressives Think About the 
Courts in (and After) the Trump Era?  

       Isabel Medina, Loyola University New 
Orleans College of Law 

Constitutional Law at the Intersection of 
Structure/Powers and Rights    

Tolu Odunsi-Nelson, Western New  
          England Law School 

Title VII at the Whim of the Executive: The  
Constitutional Risks of Presidential  
Discretion in Civil Rights Enforcement  

Juan Perea, Loyola University Chicago 
School of Law 

Executive Authority and War-Making  

 

11:45 Break  

 
12:00 Teaching Constitutional Law from a Critical Perspective  
  
            Reginald Oh, Cleveland State University 
            Law School     

 
Moderator  

 
Teri McMurtry-Chubb, University 
 of Illinois Chicago, UIC Law  

 
Developing Anti-Authoritarian Pedagogies 
for Teaching Constitutional Law  

 
David Simson, New York Law School   

 
Integrating CRT Principles into Required 
Year Constitutional Law Courses  

              
            Tayyab Mahmud, Seattle Law School  
 

1:30  Lunch  

  

2:30   “Boots to the Ground” Line Dance  

 
Teaching International Students US 
Constitutional Law: Insights  

   

3:00  Individual Rights as Shields   

  Mario Barnes, University of California, 
Irvine School of Law    

Moderator  

  
Marc-Tizoc González, University of New 
Mexico School of Law 

 
“Burning-in” White (Christian Nationalist)  
Power: Reframing the Courts' Equal  
Protection and First Amendment  
Jurisprudence  

   
 



Courtlyn Roser-Jones, Ohio State Moritz 
College of Law   

The Professor's Public Speech  

  
Athena D. Mutua, University at Buffalo 
School of Law  

 
The Great White Lie and Campus Free 
Speech  

  
Cora True-Frost, Syracuse Law School  

 
Disability Rights Both Beyond and Within  
US Borders:  the Devil-ish Details of  
Trump’s Executive Orders  

 
4:45   

 
15 Min Review:  Boots to the Ground  

 

 
5:15   

 
UB Stampede Shuttle to Hampton Inn  

 

 
7:00  

 
Dinner  [at Hotel]  

 

  

SATURDAY MAY 31, 2025  

8:40  Van to UB Law  

9:00  Breakfast  

10:00 Originalist Mis-Interpretations  
  
           Marc-Tizoc González, University of  
           New  Mexico School of Law    

  
 
 

 
Moderator    
 

 
        Frank, Valdes, Miami University 

            Law School  
  

  
Constitutional Law: A Principled Approach  

Reginald Oh, Cleveland State 
University Law School  

 Progressive Originalism?   

Michael Smith, St. Mary's University 
School of Law  

 The False Promise of Progressive 
Originalism  

 

11:30  Break  

11:45  Integrating Insights: Discussion of the source Materials – “Constitutional Law: A 
Principled Approach” and Organizing/Writing Project. Facilitators: Athena Mutua 
and Isabel Medina     

1:30  Lunch  

2:15     Planning the CLC Constitutional Law Supplement   

2:30  Organizing/Writing Project. Facilitators:  Angela Harris and Teri McMurtry-Chubb   

 



4:15  Putting It Together and Publishing Ideas:  UCLA Discourse and Book, Facilitator:   
Mario Barnes  

5:00   Closing   

 

Van to Hotel at 5:15pm  

6:30  Catered Dinner at Hotel  

 

For those who are staying over until Sunday, we can plan to meet and carry on our work on the 
Primer either at the Law School or at Athena’s home – 55 Woodley Road Buffalo NY 14215. 
We can make plans during the workshop. For those who would rather do some sightseeing on 
their own, Niagara Falls is nearby!  

  

https://www.buffalo.edu/baldycenter/events/conferences/reclai 
ming.html  
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