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BUPRENORPHINE: MECHANISM 





MAJOR FEATURES OF BUPRENORPHINE 
Partial agonist at mu receptor 
§  Comparatively minimal respiratory 

suppression and no respiratory arrest when 
used as prescribed 

Long acting 

§  Half-life ~ 24-36 Hours 

High affinity for mu receptor 

§  Blocks other opioids 

§  Displaces other opioids 

•  Can precipitate withdrawal 

Slow dissociation from mu receptor 

§  Stays on receptor for a long time 
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PARTICIPATING HOSPITALS & CLINICS 
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