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Food	and	Drug	Act,	1906	
	

• Required	honest	labeling	

• Required	listing	narcotic	ingredients	on	label	

• Created	Food	and	Drug	Administration	(FDA)	
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Harrison	Act,	1914	

• Criminalized	non-medical	narcotics	use	

• Established	the	Federal	Bureau	of	Narcotics	
(FBN),	which…	

• Demonized	&	punished	“junkies”	and	“dope	
fiends”	

• Created	command	economy	in	legal	narcotics	
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1906	Food	and		
Drug	Act	(àFDA)	

	
Truthful	labeling	

“MEDICINES”	
therapeutic,	legal	

	

“PATIENTS”	
rational,	health-seeking	

“DOPE	FIENDS”	
irrational,	pleasure-seeking	

“DOPE”	
addictive,	illicit	

1914	Harrison	Anti-Narcotic	
Act	(àFBN)	

	
Nonmedical	use	=	criminal	
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2017	
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Kiel,	WI	
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Q:	If	somebody	came	
in	and	said	“I	just	
can’t	get	going	in	the	
morning,”	would	that	
be	a	good	reason	to	
prescribe	Ritalin?	
A:	They	are	paying	
for	an	office	call.	
They	want	relief.	
They	don’t	want	you	
to	say	go	home	and	
take	two	aspirin.	
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JFK	at	the	White	House	Drug	
Abuse	Conf.,	1962	

Nixon	signs	the	Controlled	
Substances	Act,	1970	

Controlled	Substances	Act,	1970	

• All	drugs	(medical	&	“street”)	placed	on	Schedule	of	
Controlled	Substances	

• Drug	Enforcement	Administration,	with	new	power	to	regulate	
pharmaceutical	commerce	

	

			BUT:	
• Assumed	continued	use	of	drugs;	aim	was	safety	

				AND:	
•  Extended	partially	to	“street”	drug	users	as	well	
• More	$	for	treatment	(incl	methadone)	than	punishment	
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I	suppose	I	could	be	considered	one	of	the	
silent	majority…	One	by	one	they	are	
disappearing—our	freedoms—down	the	
bureaucratic	drain.	
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“The	wife	must	
have	these	to	
live	a	decent	
life.”	
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Veronal	
(1906)	

Benzedrine	
(1933)	

Demerol	(1949)	
Ritalin	(1954)	
Miltown	(1955)	

Valium	(1963)	
Quaalude	(1965)	

Prozac	
(1987)	

OxyContin	(1995)	
Adderall	(1996)	

“NEW	JIM	CROW”	/	
NEUROCHEMISTRY	ERA	

CIVIL	RIGHTS	/	
REFORM	ERA	

Food	and	Drug		
Act	(1906)	

Harrison	Anti-
Narcotic	Act	(1914)	

Kefauver	Amendments	(1962)	
Drug	Abuse	Control	Act	(1965)	

1970	Drug	Abuse		
Control	Act	

Food,	Drug,	&Cosmetic	Act	(1938)	
Durham-Humphrey	FDA	Amendments	(1954)	

Drug	Abuse	Control		
Act	(1970)	

Anti-Drug	Abuse		
Act	(1986)	

1951	Boggs	Act	(1951)	
Narcotics	Control	Act	(1956)	

JIM	CROW	/	“CLASSIC”	ERA	

Narcotic	Addict	Rehabilitation	Act	(1966)	
Drug	Abuse	Control	Amendments	(1968)	

Direct-to-
consumer		

TV	ads	(1999)	

Direct-to-consumer		
print	ads	(1985)	

DRUG	/	MEDICINE	REGULATION	TIMELINE	
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