MINUTES
PSS JOINT SENATE/ GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
November 19, 2015, 3:00-5:00 P.M.
Center for Tomorrow, UB North Campus

PSS Officers Present:
Domenic Licata, Chair. Sarah Piraino, Recording Secretary.

PSS Officers Absent:
None

PSS Senator Attendance:
Separate: (see sign-in sheet)

PSS General Membership Attendance:
Separate: (see sign-in sheets)

Guest Speaker/Topic: “Exploring Diversity at UB”
e Guest Speaker: Terri Miller
e Guest Speaker: Terri Budek

1. Call to Order: Domenic
The meeting was called to order by Domenic Licata, Chair at 3:08 p.m.
*Agenda: unanimously approved.

2. Approval of Minutes: Sarah
*The minutes of the October, 2015 meeting were unanimously approved.

3. Reports: Domenic
a) Chair’s Report: Domenic
-Overview: SUNY new Senator introduction, new Faculty Senator, Senator recruitment
campaign, Parliamentarian search, follow-up from last month’s PSS General
Membership/Senate meeting.

*TOEP (Tools of Engagement Project overview and open invitation for professional
staff to join: Robin Sullivan, UB’s Office of Educational Innovation & Assessment,

b) Committee Reports: David

-Overview:
STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES COMMITTEE

- Ed Brodka is putting on a free 2 part webinar on Linkedin for Alumni Relations

o Part 1: Wednesday, December 9, 2015 from noon to 1:00 p.m. EST
Part 2: Wednesday, January 6, 2016 from noon to 1:00 p.m. EST
- Next meeting is Thursday, December 10th at 9am in 259 Capen and they need any
help for the upcoming year.

INCLUSION AND DIVERSITY COMMITTEE
- End of Semester Potluck lunch Wednesday, December 9 from 12:00-1:30pm in 210
Student Union

WEBSITE COMMITTEE
- Has begun the process of converting the PSS website to the UB CMA system



WELCOMING COMMITTEE
- The annual Welcome Reception was held on Thursday, October 22 from 11:30 a.m.
—1:00 p.m. in Davis Hall. President Tripathi attended as well as 42 new staff. The
event was very successful with lots of positive interaction and questions from new
staff.

*Motion to accept reports of the Chair and Vice Chair. Motion approved by Tim T.
and second by Kesha L., both reports unanimously approved.

4. PSS Staff Recognition: Domenic

Featured staff member: Mary Henessey. Nominated by Cathleen Murphy for Mary’s work
with the “Women in STEM” initiative.

5. Committee Spotlight: Chris Bragdon, Diversity & Inclusion Committee Overview
Featured committee: PSS Diversity & Inclusion Committee overview presented by

Committee Chair, Chris Bragdon. “Dear World” UB fall 2015 slide show review of 22
selected slides.

6. Unfinished Business: Domenic: None

7. Senate New Business: Domenic
Resolution: Greening the Commons. Endorsed by PSS Sustainable Living Committee at
UB on 11/4/2015 and approved by the UB PSS Executive Committee on 11/5/2015.
Discussion and overview about the resolution, it’s purpose, it’s progression and outlook.
*Motion to accept the resolution was called by PSS Chair, Domenic L. Members voted

with a 22: approved, 0: unapproved voting outcome. Resolution was unanimously
approved.

8. Guest Presenter One: Terri Miller, UB’s Vice Provost for Equity & Inclusion.

Topic: Diversity on Campus. Presented: 15 minutes overview of diversity both internal and
external campus issues.

9. Guest Presenter Two: Terri Budek, UB’s Intercultural & Diversity Center.
Topic: “Diversity at UB.” Activity: “Dimensions of Diversity”--(see attachment)

10.  Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Joint Senate/General Membership will be held on Thursday,

December 17, 2015 at 3:00 pm in the Center for Tomorrow, UB North Campus. Guest
Presenter will be President Tripathi.

11.  Adjourn
There being no further business, upon motion duly made and unanimously approved, the
meeting was adjourned at 4:42 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

* Sarah Piraino, MS
PSS Recording Secretary




Resolution of the Professional Staff Senate: Greening the Commons

Endorsed by the PSS Sustainable Living Committee, November 4, 2015
Approved by the PSS Executive Committee, November 5, 2015

WHEREAS, the production of polystyrene (a synthetic resin also known by the brand name
Styrofoam) has been identified by the EPA as the fifth largest source of hazardous waste; and

WHEREAS, polystyrene is not recyclable, takes at least five hundred years to decompose, and is
a main pollutant of urban areas, oceans, bays, and other US water sources; and

WHEREAS, styrene, the main chemical found in polystyrene, is a dangerous neurotoxin and
potential carcinogen linked to Parkinson’s disease and leukemia, which can leach into hot and
acidic food and beverages; and

WHEREAS, polystyrene is banned in an increasing number of cities and institutions concerned
with the health and safety of people and the environment; and

WHEREAS, the majority of vendors within UB Commons continue to provide their products to
customers in polystyrene containers; and

WHEREAS, First Amherst Development, property manager of the UB Commons, does not
provide recycling (other than cardboard) for vendors and customers; and

WHEREAS, the University at Buffalo takes pride in being a sustainability leader through zero-
waste food service and the use of compostable and recyclable implements; and

WHEREAS, UB Commons is not governed by the policies of UB but nonetheless affects the
perception of our campus by faculty, staff, students and visitors; and

WHEREAS, a coalition of concerned students, staff and faculty have repeatedly contacted the

vendors and management of UB Commons with concerns about polystyrene and recycling to no
avail.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that until the vendors and management of UB Commons eliminate the use of
polystyrene and provide recycling to customers, the Professional Staff Senate will join with the
Environmental Network and the Students for Sustainability Council in an information campaign
highlighting the unsustainable practices in UB Commons; and be it further

RESOLVED, the PSS strongly encourages staff, faculty and students to voice their concerns to
UB Commons vendors that their food be served in safe and compostable or recyclable
containers; and be it further

RESOLVED, the PSS encourages staff, faculty and students to patronize and promote those
vendors who have eliminated polystyrene and who provide recycling to their customers.



2015-11-19 Professional Staff Senate
General Membership/Senate Meeting
Center for Tomorrow, 3:00-4:30pM

Equity and Inclusion
Terri Budek, Assistant Director
Intercultural & Diversity Center

Time Item Leader Attachments Action
Needed

3:00-3:05PM|Call to Order Dom Call to Order
Adoption of Agenda Dom Approval
Approval of Minutes Sarah Approval
Reports

3:05-3:15PM|Chair’s Report Dom Accept
Committee Reports David Accept
Recognition

3:15PM- 3:20PM|PSS Staff Recognition ]Dom | lDiscussion

General Membership Unfinished Business
[NA x X [X
General Membership New Business
I l l |
Senate Unfinished Business
[NA [X [X {X
Senate New Business

3:20-3:25PM|Resolution: Greening the Commons  [Dom I Approval
Committee Spotlight

3:25-3:30PM|Diversity & Inclusion |Chris Bragdonl
Program

3:30PM- 4:30PM|Teresa Miller, Vice Provost for Dom Discussion

4:30PM

Adjournment

























