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Facebook: women rule

Facebook users more socially, politically engaged, U.S. study finds
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survey found. (Associated Press)

Women make up 58 per cent of Facebook users, the Pew Internet

Women spend more time on Facebook, have more Facebook friends, and upload five times more
photos than men, researchers say.

Those of are some of the behavioural differences between men and women observed on Facebook by
psychologists at the University of Guelph in Ontario.

Emily Christofides, a Ph.D. candidate and a member of the research group, said it appears that women
invest more in their online image compared to men.

"Being more active [on Facebook] keeps you in other people's minds more,"” she said in an interview
with journalist Dan Falk that airs on CBC Radio's Spark on Sunday. "So if men are less concerned
about this, then their online presence just may be less.”

A U.S. survey released this week showed that women typically outnumber men on social networks —
women made up 58 per cent of Facebook users, 57 per cent of MySpace users and 64 per cent of
Twitter users. However, a majority of Linkedln members — 63 per cent — were men.

The Pew Internet phone survey of 2,255 U.S. adults conducted in the fall of 2010 found 47 per cent of
adults and 59 per cent of internet users said they were on at least one social network, up from 26 per
cent of adults and 34 per cent on internet users in 2008.

More than half were over 35 years old. The survey results are considered accurate plus or minus 2.5
percentage points, 19 times out of 20.

Christofides said one notable difference between men and women on Facebook is that women are
more concerned about their presence on their romantic partner's Facebook profile, either in a photo or
in their relationship status.

She finds Facebook interesting because it provides a platform where psychologists can observe
people's interactions without affecting them — something that's usually difficult to do.
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Michael Stefanone, a psychologist at the University of Buffalo, said interactions on Facebook aren't
that different from those in real life.

"When I look at Facebook, what I'm looking at it as a platform to compete for attention and people are
competing for attention in ways that they've been doing for many years, before Facebook came
along."”

He added that sharing photos online is one way many young women now compete for attention.

While some people have speculated that investing a lot in social networking can keep people from
participating in the real world and hurt their real relationships, the study released this week by the
Pew Internet report shows that concern isn't justified.

Facebook users have more close relationships

"We've found the exact opposite — that people who use sites like Facebook actually have more close
relationships and are more likely to be involved in civic and political activities,” according to
astatement by Keith Hampton, lead author of the report.

The study found Facebook users were more trusting, had closer relationships and were more
politically engaged than other internet users. Facebook users:

» Were 43 per cent more likely than other internet users to feel that most people can be trusted.

» Had nine per cent more close ties in their overall social network compared to other internet
users.

» Were 2% times more likely to attend a political rally or meeting, 43 per cent more likely to say
they would vote, and 57 per cent more likely to persuade someone else to vote a certain way if
they used Facebook multiple times a day.
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- How does social networking affect our ability to persuade others and be persuaded
by others? That's the big picture.

It just so happens that women make up the larger demographic for facebook. That's
it, that's all.

Report abuse (0) | Policy

| signed up for Facebook and in 6 months,| deleted my account.

My real life is really cool.
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It figures. Empirical evidence in my house bears out these observations.
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Ha, ha, that's because using facebook is for sissy's & | mean that with all due
respect to women...sort of like referring to the captain & assistant of the Canucks as
the 'Sedine Sisters'.

| have this imagery of the old school scenario when girls would be giggling &
gossiping on the pink fone in their bedrooms until all hrs of the night & that's exactly
how | see facebook.

If a'guy' is addicted to these types of social sites & constantly updating his profile &
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has to see what everyone else is doing, he really is very misguided & probably a
little light in loafers.

That said, | guess using facebook to simply stay in touch across the globe shouldn't
be too much of an issue.
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William and Kate thrill Canada Day crowds & 370
Prince William and wife Kate are honoured on Parliament Hill in Canada Day festivities during
which the Duke of Cambridge gives thanks to Canadians for welcoming them, and to military
personnel for their sacrifices in Afghanistan. & more »

Canada Day drawing crowds from coast to coast 22
There is plenty of excitement for Canada Day celebrations at home and at similar events around
the world, as Canadians gather to celebrate the country's 144th birthday. more »

Mark Kelley: Canada Day in Kandahara 42
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The Maple Leaf delivers a splash of colour to Kandahar Airfield on Canada Day, reports Mark
Kelley, the host of CBC's Connect. more »

How Prince William keeps Diana's memory alive 16
The memory and influence of Diana, Princess of Wales, who would have been 50 on July 1,
2011, lives on in her son, Prince William more »

Libya's Gadhafi threatens to target Europe 7
A defiant Moammar Gadhafi threatened Friday to carry out attacks in Europe against "homes,
offices, families,” unless NATO halts its campaign of airstrikes against his regime in Libya.
more »

More Headlines »

* Watch
o Listen Most Recent

FarmVille maker Zynga files for IPO 1
Zynga, the online game maker behind FarmVille and other popular Facebook pastimes, is going

public. more »

Scientists read minds to predict hand actions 22
Canadian and U.S. researchers have been able to predict what hand movement a person is going
to make by reading a scan of their brain. more »

Nortel sells remaining patents for $4.5B US
Former Canadian technology giant Nortel Networks Corp. has auctioned off all its remaining
patents to a consortium of software companies for $4.5 billion US. more »

Website tracks seafood dinners back to fishermen o
A Canadian group is pioneering a high-tech web system that allows diners around the world to
track their seafood back to the fisherman who caught it. more »
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RIM to review management structure 1o
A Canadian activist investor is withdrawing a proposal to split the roles of board chairman and
chief executive at Research In Motion Ltd. (TSX:RIM) after the company agreed to study the
issue. more »

More Headlines »
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_L We can' t continue to ignore the failing health of our oceans Jun. 23, 2011 10:02 AM
According to the multidisciplinary team of scientists, marine species are being lost at a rate
rivaling that of the extinction 65 million years ago that killed off the dinosaurs. Except this
time, we are the dinosaurs at the top of the food chain with the most to lose.

Quirks & Quarks

* Quirks is on vacation. Jun. 30, 2011 10:29 AM Quirks is on hiatus until September 10. But you
can hear your favourite episodes once again on The Best of Quirks & Quarks. See our web page
for details.

Latest features

_Searching for UFOs Canadian at the forefront of ET hunt Stanton Friedman
believes that aliens have visited Earth

Social networking Google's latest try Search engine giant unveils Google+

_Environment Industry isn't the only culprit Canadian household CO2 emissions
grow

~Copyright Concertgoers beware: iPhone camera kill switch No more iPhone
concert videos?

"DAN MISENER Your PVR is an energy sucker Many set-top boxes require
more power than your fridge
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