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Makings of a deal? »

BY BILL HAMMOND

Albany's three men in a room discussed various compromise proposals in hopes of nailing
down a final deal on the three-months-late state budget, Daily News Albany bureau chief
Ken Lovett reports.

Among the ideas floated during a meeting this afternoon at Gov. Paterson's New York City
office was a "watered down" SUNY empowerment plan that would limit any tuition hikes to
just a few campuses, including the University at Buffalo, one source said.

Those hikes would be tied to a corresponding increase in tuition assistance funding, and
there would also be limits on SUNY bonding, the source said.

It was unclear if Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver was on board with this version of the
SUNY empowerment concept, which has become a make-or-break priority for some of
Senate Democratic leader John Sampson's members.

The big three are also said to be near a deal on the contingency plan that Paterson has
been demanding as a fallback if Washington fails to come through with $1 billion in
Medicaid money that Albany has been counting on to balance its budget.

Legislative leaders also pushed Paterson to restore the school aid he vetoed, some of
which would offset property tax hikes, a source said.

Paterson reportedly responded by asking the Silver and Sampson to put their proposals in
writing.
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A deal? I'll believe it when | see it. Albany is the land where "deals" go to die. Just ask
Russell Simmons!
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Join Us To Help Bring MMA to NY!

In the past five years, the sport of Mixed Martial Arts has seen a meteoric rise in interest
from nearly every age and demographic, adding to its cache as a mainstream sport.
MMA fights are a display of strategy, skill, and athleticism, pushing its fighters to be
extremely versatile and accomplished in a wide variety of branches of martial arts.

MMA would bring millions to NY in a time of a failing economy — creating tax revenue for
the state, while filling hotels, arenas and restaurants as fans flock to the state.

To learn more, please visit MMAFacts.com

You can also make an impact by joining us on our Facebook group at
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/group.php?gid=56602878328&ref=ts

Thank you!

IronMike
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topo is correct. No more teasing.
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