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Have you played Farmville? There are estimates that one in ten
Americans has. It's a video game that people mostly play on Facebook
where you get a little patch of land that you get to / have to take care of.
You tend the soil, raise crops, acquire animals. Your farm grows as you
work at it and acquire points and fake money You can also pay real
money for it to grow. It's a silly game.

But Google is taking it seriously. They've apparently invested at least a
hundred million dollars in Farmville’s parent company, Zynga, who also
makes other similar games that are played online. Games like
Frontierville and Mafia Wars.

Google is seen as getting ready to take on Facebook with a much more
aggressive push into social media. The idea is for Zynga games to be at
the heart of a new Google gaming site. We talk to Dean Takahashi from
Games Beat who says he’s confirmed this story about Google’s
investment. He fills us in on what Google is doing here.

We also talk to A.J. Patrick Liskiewicz. He’s in the process of completing
an MFA in the Department of Media Study at SUNY Buffalo. He’s
written about Farmville online and says that what's really at the heart of
Farmville’s popularity is a compulsion toward politeness.

Filed Under: google farmville zynga

ADD NEW COMMENT

Type your comment here.

7/15/2010



Like lots of people, Google shells out money for Farmville | Episodes | Future Tense with ...

AS SEEN BY THE ONION
07/08/10 06:00 AM

We like to bill ourselves as your
guide to technology and the
modern world. But today we

(more...)

ARE YOU PAYING FOR APPS
YOU DIDN'T WANT TO BUY?
07/07/10 06:00 AM

When you think about it, 4th of
July weekend was a great time to
pull a heist online. People (more...)

AN EYE EXAM ON A SMART
PHONE

07/06/10 06:00 AM

There is no shortage of dumb
things you can do on a smart
phone. There are apps that

(more...)

ELENASINBOX.COM
REVEALS KAGAN'S EMAILS
07/05/10 06:00 AM

What if all the emails you wrote at
work were published online? All the

gossip, meeting (more...)

WHAT IS AMAZON UP TO
WITH ALL THESE KINDLES?
07/02/10 04:30 AM

When Amazon.com first launched
the Kindle electronic book reader, it

was a fairly simple (more...)

PROGRAMS

American RadioWorks
American Routes
Composers Datebook
Future Tense
Marketplace

Marketplace Money
SUPPORT AMERICAN PUBLIC
MEDIA

American Public Media's
online services are supported
by users like you. Contribute
now...

http://futuretense.publicradio.org/episode/index.php?id=805956821

SHOWING 0 COMMENTS

Sort by Popular now
by RSS

Page 2 of 3

Post as ...

2 Subscribe by email [ Subscribe

please be brief, civil and relevant.

©2010 |

Performance Today
Pipedreams

A Prairie Home Companion
Saint Paul Sunday

Sound Opinions

MORE FROM AMERICAN
PUBLIC MEDIA

APM Podcasts/RSS Feeds
APM Newsletters

iTunes U

Public Radio Tuner

APM Careers

Terms and Conditions |

Privacy Policy

Speaking of Faith
The Splendid Table
The Story
SymphonyCast

The Writer's Almanac
More...

7/15/2010



Like lots of people, Google shells out money for Farmville | Episodes | Future Tense with ... Page 3 of 3

About APM

http://futuretense.publicradio.org/episode/index.php?id=805956821 7/15/2010



