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July 23, 2009, 11:53 am

Senate Pressed to Aid Obama on Energy Education

By Andrew C. Revkin

More than 100 schools, student groups and nonprofit organizations have signed  a letter pressing the
Senate to provide the money President Obama has sought for his  Re-Energyse program, which is
aimed at building the intellectual capacity to transform the country’s energy system. The letter,
drafted by the Breakthrough Institute and  sent to Senate offices this week, comes after the education
program was cut to zero by a Senate committee from Mr. Obama’s $115 million request. In its markup,
a House committee cut the request to $7 million. (See the  Sciencelnsider blog for more.) The money
would flow to a variety of educational programs from elementary through post-graduate levels.

The Breakthrough group, created by ~ Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus, has been  sharply
attacked by some energy-climate campaigners for rejecting the cap-and-trade approach to curbing
greenhouse-gas emissions and focusing on the need for greatly boosted energy technology research and
development. But, joining with the  Association of American Universities, it rounded up a long list of
institutions for this particular letter, which you can see listed below.

Before the letter was sent, 1’d asked the White House about the cuts by lawmakers. Kenneth Baer, the
associate director for communications and strategic planning at the Office of Management and Budget,
sent this reply: “The appropriations process is ongoing, and we look forward to working with Congress
to make sure there is the needed funding to prepare our students for the jobs of the growing clean energy
sector.”

Here’s the list of signatories:
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Alliance for Climate Education

The Altshuller Institute for TRIZ Studies

American Geological Institute

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE)
Apollo Alliance

Arizona State University

Appalachian State University PSM in Engineering Physics- Instrumentation and
Automation

Association of American Universities

Association of Public and Land-grant Universities

Babson College

Babson College Energy and Environmental Club

Baker College

Berkeley Energy Resources Collaborative

Binghamton University- State University of New York
Bloomsburg University

Boston University Energy Club

Breakthrough Institute

CSTEM Teacher and Student Support Services

The California State University

California State University-Bakersfield

California State University-Channel Islands

California State University-Chico

California State University- East Bay

California State University-Fresno

California State University-Fresno PSM Programs in Biotechnology and Water Resources
California State University-San Bernardino

California State University-Stanislaus

California State University-Stanislaus PSM Program in Genetic Counseling
Center for Genomic Sciences- Allegheny-Singer Research Institute
Clemson University

Columbia University

Cornell University

Council of Graduate Schools

Council on Undergraduate Research

Duke University

EAST Initiative

emPOWER, Brown University Student Energy Group

Energy Action Coalition

Engineers Without Borders- USA

Florida Atlantic University

Florida State University

Focus the Nation

Georgia Institute of Technology

Global Exchange

Harvard College Environmental Action Committee

IEEE-USA

LearnOnLine, Inc.
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Maritime Academy Charter High School

Michigan Student Sustainability Coalition

Middle Tennessee State University

Missouri Student Environmental Coalition

Morgan State University

National Alliance for Partnerships in Equity
National Council for Advanced Manufacturing
Council of Energy Research and Education Leaders
Council of Environmental Deans and Directors
National Professional Science Master’s Association (NPSMA)
National Science Teachers Association

New Mexico State University

New York University

North Carolina State University

Northwestern University

Ohio State University

Oregon State University

Oregon State University PSM Programs

Pathways into Science

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Renewable Northwest Project

Rice University PSM Program

Rhode Island Student Climate Coalition

Roosevelt Institution

San Diego State University PSM Program in Biotechnology
San Jose State University

Sierra Student Coalition

South Dakota State University

SPIE- The International Society for Optics and Photonics
State University of New York PSM Programs
STEM School Administrators Association

Student Environmental Action Coalition
SustainU.S., the Youth Network for Sustainable Development
Syracuse University

University of Arizona

University at Buffalo SUNY PSM Program
University of California-Berkeley

University of California-Davis

University of California- Irvine

University of California- Riverside

University of California- San Diego

University of California- Santa Barbara

University of California- Santa Cruz

University of Central Florida

University of Chicago

University of Cincinnati

University of Connecticut PSM Program
University of the District of Columbia
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University of Houston System
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign PSM Program
University of Kentucky

Page 5 of 16

University of Maryland- University College PSM Program in Environmental Management

University of Massachusetts PSM Programs

University of Michigan

University of Nevada- Las VVegas

University of North Carolina- Charlotte

University of Northern lowa PSM Program

University of Oregon

University of Southern California

University of South Carolina Biotechnology PSM Program
University of Texas-El Paso Bioinformatics PSM Program
University of Wisconsin- Madison

University of Wisconsin System

Vanderbilt University

Will Steger Foundation
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About Dot Earth

By 2050 or so, the world population is expected to reach nine billion, essentially adding two Chinas to
the number of people alive today. Those billions will be seeking food, water and other resources on a
planet where, scientists say, humans are already shaping climate and the web of life. In Dot Earth,
reporter Andrew C. Revkin examines efforts to balance human affairs with the planet’s limits. Supported
in part by a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, Mr. Revkin tracks relevant news from suburbia to
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Energy

New Options Needed

ccess to cheap energy underpins modern societies. Finding enough to fuel
industrialized economies and pull developing countries out of poverty without overheating the climate is
a central challenge of the 21st century.

o Africa's Energy Gap
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e The Power of Green
e The Energy Challenge series
e How to Spark an Energy Quest

Climate

The Arctic in Transition

Enshrined in history as an untouchable frontier, the Arctic is being
transformed by significant warming, a rising thirst for oil and gas, and international tussles over
shipping routes and seabed resources.

The Big Melt series

Postcards from the Arctic

The North Pole Was Here (book) and teaching tools
The Arctic Rush

Society

Slow Drips, Hard Knocks

Human advancement can be aided by curbing everyday losses like the
millions of avoidable deaths from indoor smoke and tainted water, and by increasing resilience in the
face of predictable calamities like earthquakes and drought.

e Times Topics: Disasters
e Thirsty Giant, India and water
e The Future of Calamity

Biology

Life, Wild and Managed

' Toic 2 Earth’s veneer of millions of plant and animal species is a vital resource that
will need careful tending as human populations and their demands for land, protein and fuels grow.
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Managing Planet Earth

South America Seeks to Fill the World’s Table
Tracking the Imperiled Bluefin

A Movable Beast

Slide Show

A Planet in Flux

Andrew C. Revkin began exploring the human impact on the environment nearly 30 years ago. An early
stop was Papeete, Tahiti. This narrated slide show describes his extensive travels.

VIDEQO *= More Video | Multimedia®

SCIENCE

Vacuuming the Reef
Removing Dangerous Algae From Hawaii's Reefs
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Many of the videos featured here can be found on Andrew Revkin's channel on YouTube. Recent reader
favorites:

Dr. James Hansen

Local Cooking

41 Days at the North Pole
Cuttlefish Camouflage

Blogroll

News

Environmental Journalism Today (SEJ.org)

Wired Science

The Business of Green

Managing Globalization
Environment 360 (Yale)

Scientific American Blog

Climate Feedback

The Green Room

Science and Development Network

Dateline Earth

New Scientist Environment Blog
Physics Today News Picks
Living on Earth (radio)
Environment Report (radio)
Environmental Capital (WSJ)
Energy Outlook

The Oil Drum

Planet DFW (Dallas/Ft. Worth)
PDX Green (Portland, Ore.)

Earth and Environmental Science and Engineering

ScienceBlogs : Planet Earth
Realclimate.org
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¢ Resilience Science

Discover Magazine Blogs (4)

e The Academy of Sciences for the Developing World

Science and Innovation for Sustainable Development

e The Pimm Group
e Mongabay

Poverty, Development, and Design

Consilience Journal (Columbia U., student-edited)
Squatter City

TVE Asia Pacific

NextBillion.net

Appropriate Infrastructure Development Group
Chemists Without Borders

YaleGlobal Online

Design that Matters

Planetizen -- The Planning and Development Network
TedBlog

Sustainable Design

Inhabitat

Private Sector Develoment Blog

Media and Environment

Environmental Journalism Today
The Observatory (CJR)
Environmental Journalism Now
Developing Radio
EarthJournalism.org

Knight Science Journalism Tracker
Framing Science

¢ Yale Climate Media Forum

Environment and Sustainability Voices

Worldchanging
Daily Grist
EnviroWonk
Earth-Info.Net
GreenTechForum
EcoGeek

The City Fix

Daily Green
Plenty Magazine Blogs
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Treehugger
Animal Ethics

The Ethicurean
Switchboard (NRDC)
Energy Smart
ClimateProgress
DeSmogBlog

This Sphere
e Eco-Compass Blog

Analysis and Policy

Electronic Journal of Sustainable Development
Population Counts

Terrain - A Journal of the Built and Natural Environments
Prometheus

Energy Policy Blog

The Breakthrough Blog
ClimateEthics.org
Climatepolicy.org
Commontragedies.wordpress.com
The Intersection
SciencePoliticsClimate Blog

Set America Free

FREE-MARKET ADVOCATES, "SKEPTICS," INDUSTRY VIEWS

« World Climate Report
¢ Hit & Run (Reason)

e Shop Floor

ClimateAudit.org
Climate Debate Daily
e The Commons Blog

YOUTH

e It’s Getting Hot in Here
e SustainUS
e TakingltGlobal
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July 28
(16)

Era of Trans-Arctic Shipping Nigh

A German ship is poised to make the first commercial passage from Asia to western Europe via the
Acrctic.

July 27
(10)

Can Roads and Rain Forests Co-Exist?

Can roads and rain forests co-exist?

July 24
(70)

Population Ups and Downs

An aging Chinese city promotes bigger families as concerns rise in India over its ongoing population
explosion.

July 24
(37)

A Postcard From the Pleistocene

Scientists and students wade amid Siberian mammoth bones.

July 24
(13)

Is Guilt-Free Bluefin Sushi Nigh?

Could breeding breakthroughs save bluefin tuna for sushi lovers?

News From Green Inc.

Energy, the Environment and the Bottom Line
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How will the pressures of climate change, limited fossil fuel resources and the
mainstreaming of "green” consciousness reshape society? Follow the money. Our energy and
environment reporters will track the high-stakes pursuit of a greener globe. Join the discussion at Green
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Inc.

o Latest Headlines

Oregon Eases Ethanol Requirements

Gas stations across Oregon will now be allowed to sell premium gasoline unblended with ethanol, in
accordance with a bill signed into law last week by the governor.

Nissan Offers Sneak Peek at Electric Car

Nissan has announced that it will unveil its still-unnamed battery electric car at the opening of its new
global headquarters next week.

Accelerating Carbon Sequestration in Alberta

An Alberta energy council is proposing that carbon dioxide captured from large industrial operations
could be pumped into dozens of semi-depleted oil fields, with an eye to extracting billions of dollars of
uneconomic crude from conventional Alberta reserves.

A Possible Way to Reduce Nuclear Waste

An emerging shortage of a crucial medical isotope is prompting research into new ways to make the
material, used in cancer and cardiac treatment. One result could be less nuclear waste.

Saving Energy by Managing Irrigation

Tag List

GLOBAL WARMING 319
CLIMATE CHANGE 278
ENERGY 156

CLIMATE 126
SUSTAINABILITY 104
GREENHOUSE GASES 98
POLITICS 97

CARBON DIOXIDE 81
ENVIRONMENTALISM 76
MEDIA 66
ENVIRONMENT 63
ARCTIC 59

OBAMA 57

OCEANS 57

POVERTY 51

DISASTERS 48
o CHINA 47
o GLOBAL 44

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/23/senate-pressed-to-aid-obama-on-energy-edu... 7/28/2009



Senate Pressed to Aid Obama on Energy Education - Dot Earth Blog - NY Times.com

ECONOMICS 42
TECHNOLOGY 41
COAL 40

BUSH 38

OIL 36
POPULATION 35
RESILIENCE 33
CONGRESS 32
SCIENCE 31
FOSSIL FUELS 31
SKEPTICS 28
TRANSPORTATION 27

| was a baby bulimic

Also on NYTimes.com

How not to talk about health care
On assignment in Afghanistan

nytimes.com
TicketWatch - Theater Offers by E-Mail

| % Sign up for ticket offers from Broadway shows and other

% advertisers.
Sign Up

See Sample | Privacy Policy

Feeds

e Dot Earth RSS

Ads by Google

Environmental Degree
100% online environmental college. Earn your college degree. Get info!
www.APUS.edu

Green Hotel Consulting
Tools for Green Hotels Supporting Sustainability
www.EcoGreenHotel.com

Page 15 of 16

what's this?

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/23/senate-pressed-to-aid-obama-on-energy-edu... 7/28/2009



Senate Pressed to Aid Obama on Energy Education - Dot Earth Blog - NY Times.com

Chronic Back Pain Relief?

Proven, FDA Cleared Back Pain Relief With No Needles & No Surgery

www.BuffaloSpinalDecompression.com

I
(@)
3
@

Jobs
Real Estate
Autos

Back to Top

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company

Privacy Policy
Search

Corrections
RSS

First Look
Help
Contact Us
Work for Us
Media Kit

Site Map

Page 16 of 16

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/23/senate-pressed-to-aid-obama-on-energy-edu... 7/28/2009



