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By KAREN MATTHEWS | Associated Press Writer 
December 29, 2008  

It's a long way from Match.com. 
 
At a time when couples meet online or in bars, 47 young women in long white gowns 
were making their bows Monday at the International Debutante Ball, a relic from the 
days when wealthy girls were presented to society before they could meet suitable 
mates. 
 
The debutantes at The Waldorf- Astoria hotel included European aristocrats and scions 
of American families from the Social Register. 
 
There was one daughter of a famous blogger: Christina Sophia Huffington, whose 
mother, Arianna Huffington, is co-founder of Huffingtonpost.com. 
 

Arianna Huffington didn't return a 
telephone call placed through a 
spokesman for comment. 
 
But Suzanne Tufts, a consultant to 
nonprofit organizations from 
Queens whose daughter Abigail 
Tufts was making her debut, called 
the event "a beautiful and 
meaningful coming-of-age 
ceremony in an increasingly global 
world." 
 
And Maria Irini Rizos, of Corfu, 
Greece, who is descended from 
Venetian nobility that ruled Corfu 
for 400 years, said she was 

participating in the ball because "I want to meet international friends and have contacts 
with people from different countries." 
 
The International Debutante Ball was founded in 1954 by Beatrice Dinsmore Joyce. 
Her niece Margaret Stewart Hedberg runs it now. 
 
A debutante's family pays $14,000 for a table plus thousands of dollars for couture 
gowns, hairdressers and other expenses. 
 
Each deb is paired with a civilian escort in white tails and a military cadet in a dress 
uniform. The ball benefits the Soldiers', Sailors', Marines', Coast Guard and Airmen's 
Club, which helps people who have served the country. 
 
The International Debutante Ball is one of dozens of debutante balls around the 
country. 
 
Critics question the wisdom of holding such an expensive party at a time when 
Americans are worried about their jobs and their mortgages. 
 
"All of that excess. It kind of makes me gag a little," said Rachel Weingarten, an expert 
on marketing and trends and the author of "Career and Corporate Cool: How to Look, 
Dress and Act the Part at Every Stage of Your Career." 
 
Elayne Rapping, a professor of American Studies at the State University of New York 
at Buffalo, said the persistence of debutante balls mirrors the trend of wealthy families 
throwing lavish bar mitzvahs and Sweet 16 parties. 
 
"The economy is so bad that it seems vulgar," Rapping said. "I guess they live in a 
bubble." 
 
In the days of Jane Austen or Edith Wharton, girls from socially prominent families 
made their debuts and were then officially on the marriage market. 
 
"It used to be that if you weren't at least engaged within the year following your debut 
you were embarrassed," said Letitia Baldrige, the etiquette author who was Jacqueline 
Kennedy's White House social secretary. "Your family sent you abroad to get rid of you 
for a while." 

Young women make their bows at
debutante ball

Yorkie Puppies For Sale
Yorkie Toy & Teacup puppies for Sale In NYC 
Direct From Breeder  
www.NYCpuppy.com

Debutante Ball
Huge selection of Debutante Ball items.  
Yahoo.com

Private Pay Senior Care
Certified Home Health Aides for Personal 
Daily Living Assistance.  
www.partnersincareny.org

Text size: 
 

Page 1 of 3Young women make their bows at debutante ball -- Newsday.com

12/31/2008http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--debutanteball1229dec29,0,...



Popular stories  

Snow pelting the Island  

N. Hempstead official charged with rape  

Cop makes 3 DWI arrests in one shift  

Teen hit by car, seriously injured  

Bob Glauber: Jets' pie in the sky crumbles 

More most viewed

Most viewed Most e-mailed Hot topics

amNY | Baltimore Sun | Chicago Tribune | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Orlando Sentinel | Sun-Sentinel | The Morning Call | The Virginia Gazette 

CareerBuilder.com for Jobs | Apartments.com for Rentals | Homescape.com for Homes | Open Houses | Houses for Rent | FSBO 

Ads by Google 

Move to New York 
Chelsea Moving, NYC. BBB member. Long dist. & local. Storage, boxes. 
www.chelseamoving.com

Cheap NYC Hotels 
Find Cheap Hotels In NYC. Compare Prices & Save At Tripmama. 
www.TripMama.com

New Communities in NY 
Luxury 3-5 BR Homes from the 200s See Photos, Floor Plans & More! 
www.BakerResidential.com

Fly Air Combat Maneuvers 
Amazing Air Combat Experience - Be A Fighter Pilot for the day 
www.XperienceDays.com

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and 
the comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be 
removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback . 

Name  

Comments

 

 
Related News from the Web Powered by Topix.net

 
Nowadays there is no rush to the altar. 
 
Judith Martin, the syndicated columnist known as Miss Manners, said in an e-mail that 
debutantes today "are not meeting local society but a collection of strangers, and they 
are probably not looking for husbands while they are in, or barely out of, their teens." 
 
Hedberg, the organizer of the ball, agreed that debs these days are in no hurry to wed. 
 
"They're all so smart and they're in school and they're planning great careers," she 
said. "They do it to have a happy memory and get out of the sneakers and sweat suits 
for five minutes." 
 
Hedberg said the 2008 ball was planned well before the current economic downturn. 
She said no one dropped out because of financial woes but added, "I had some people 
get a little nervous." 
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