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n July 13, 2012 President
satish K. tripathi and Provost
charles f. Zukoski presided at
the annual commencement
ceremony for the uB programs at the
singapore institute of Management
(siM).

ment; Professor e. Bruce Pittman, dean of
the college of arts and sciences; Professor
stephen c. dunnett, vice Provost for international education; Joseph J. Hindrawan,
associate vice Provost for international
education; and Professor stephen tiffany,
chair of the department of Psychology.
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More than 500 uB-siM students
received their degrees at the commencement, held in siM’s Grand Hall.
students graduated from uB’s executive
MBa program as well as the baccalaureate programs in Business administration, communication, Psychology, and
sociology. nearly half of the graduates
received latin honors.
in his remarks, tripathi commented
on the extraordinary growth in the undergraduate programs at siM since their
launch in 2004. from an initial enrollment of only 50 in one degree program,
uB programs have grown to include six
undergraduate degree programs and
more than 1,500 students.
in addition to the president and
provost, the uB delegation included
Mrs. Kamlesh tripathi, dr. Barbara Morgan, Provost Zukoski’s wife; Ms. nancy
Wells, vice President for development
and alumni relations; Professor arjang
assad, dean of the school of Manage-

the visit afforded opportunities for
members of the uB delegation to meet
with the senior leadership of siM to discuss
the current status and future directions of
the uB-siM programs.
Prior to the commencement, President
tripathi and vice President Wells hosted
a “20-city tour” alumni event in Kuala
lumpur, Malaysia, where uB has had an
active alumni chapter for more than ten
years. the alumni reception, held on July
10, attracted more than 100 enthusiastic
Malaysian alumni (see photos, pp. 1-2).
uB holds a special place among Malaysian
students, going back to uB’s first cooperative undergraduate education program in
that country, which ran from 1986-1991.
in fact, uB continues to have one of the
largest enrollments of Malaysian students
among universities in the u.s. President
tripathi and vice President Wells spoke to
the assembled guests about uB’s current
progress and ambitious plans for future
development under uB 2020. c
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President Tripathi with Malaysian alumni in Kuala Lumpur, with Stephen Dunnett (far left) and Nancy Wells (second from left)

FaCUlTy iNTErNaTiONalizaTiON FUND rE-laUNChED

t

he Office of international education is once again
accepting applications for the faculty internationalization fund (fif), which was re-launched in 2013 after a hiatus of more than a year. the deadline for the initial
round in 2013 is february 1.
first established in 2009, the fif provides travel grants
to faculty who are developing new and sustainable international initiatives with institutional partners overseas. these
initiatives may include study abroad programs, exchanges,
new course development with global content and international research collaborations. the fif provides travel funding in fixed grants of $500, $1000 and $2,000 to help defray
the cost of short-term visits to partner institutions.
thirty-three faculty from the college of arts and sciences
and most of the professional schools have received fif grants
since 2009. Many of the grants have advanced important
research collaborations which have continued beyond the
initial visit by the uB faculty member.
edward snell, assistant professor of structural biology
and a senior scientist at the Hauptmann Woodward Medical
research institute, describes the impact of the fif grant he
was awarded in May 2010:
“i was fortunate to be awarded a faculty internationalization award which facilitated a collaboration with dr. arwen
Pearson at the university of leeds in the uK. after using the
award to visit arwen, we wrote a joint proposal to obtain a
uK/us partnering award from the British government (some
$70,000),” snell notes.
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“this was successful and we have had a series of uK students visiting Buffalo and us students visiting england. We
have a number of collaborations on protein complexes and
viruses and are jointly using facilities unique to each country.
the same award funded a small meeting (50 people) on the
topic of Biodynamics at the Hauptman-Woodward Medical
research institute in July 2012.
“We’ve attracted a diverse group of experimentalists
and theoreticians to explore the problems, frontiers and opportunities in the Biodynamics field. these include a mix of
x-ray crystallographers, nMr experts, and saxs specialists
along with those using complementary techniques such as
cryo-eM, uv and tHz spectroscopy.
“they also include members of the modeling community
who use ab. initio approaches or make use of experimental
data and those who are developing experimental tools that
may help probe this area. More importantly, these are an
international mix and many leading names in their field.
“in parallel to this the award facilitated developing a
proposal now submitted to the Human frontiers science
Program. We wait to hear how well we fared on this and if
we will be selected for a full proposal. the internationalization fund allowed my research to link up with laboratories
in us, the uK and Holland,” snell said.
in this case, the fif funding had a multiplier effect, making it possible for Professor snell to jump start a very productive, mutually beneficial and long-term collaboration with
colleagues in two other countries. c

1/4/13 8:19 AM

O f

i n t e r n a t i O n a l

e d u c a t i O n ,

u n i v e r s i t y

a t

B u f f a l O

3

UB MOVES iNTO TOP 200 ON TiMES highEr ED raNKiNg
By Charlotte Hsu

t

imes Higher education has named uB as one of the
world’s top 200 universities.
uB is ranked 198th in the 2012-13 Times Higher Education World University Rankings, up from last year’s ranking
among the top 201 to 225
universities worldwide. the assessment uses 13 performance
indicators to analyze how well
a university is doing in core
missions, including teaching,
research, knowledge transfer
and international outlook.
“this is very good news. Moving into the top 200 will
enhance uB’s already-strong
reputation overseas and help us attract outstanding students
from around the world,” says stephen c. dunnett, vice provost for international education.
“international students are particularly conscious of university rankings and uB’s steady ascent in various interna-

tional rankings in recent years—a reflection of our strong
institutional commitment to excellence—is certainly well
recognized and appreciated by students and their families
overseas,” dunnett says.
times Higher education is a leading higher education magazine and the recognition of uB as a top-200 university demonstrates uB’s growing global
reputation. the data for the
rankings were collected by
thomson reuters, which considered about 700 institutions
in 69 countries. the tHe rankings may be found at: www.
timeshighereducation.co.uk/
world-university-rankings/
in recent years, uB has invested in recruiting additional
high-quality faculty, attracting researchers from around the
world to Western new york. these faculty members conduct
research on some of the world’s most pressing problems
and provide students with an excellent education in the
classroom.
continued on page 4

uB rises in ranKinGs
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UB riSES iN raNKiNg OF TOP NaTiONal UNiVErSiTiES
By John Della Contrada

t

he university at Buffalo is again ranked as one of the
best universities in the country, according to the an
nual “Best colleges” rankings released today by u.s.
news and World report.
uB is ranked no. 51 among all public
universities in the u.s. and is no. 106
among both private and public universities in the country. With the ranking, uB
again earns the distinction as one of the
nation’s “Best national universities,” according to the magazine.
uB moved up five spots among all universities and improved three spots among
public universities, compared to last year’s
u.s. news rankings. uB has moved up a
total of 15 spots in the “Best national universities” category
since 2010.
More than 1,500 of the country’s four-year colleges and
universities were considered by u.s. news for the rankings
in a handful of categories.
u.s. news also ranked uB no. 19 nationwide for graduating students with the “least debt.” the average amount of
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debt for uB students who incur debt is $17,440, and more
than half of uB students graduated without debt, according
to the u.s. news.
at national universities with the “most debt,” students
graduate with average debt of between $35,505 and
$47,066, according to u.s. news, and as
many as 94 percent of students graduate
in debt.
uB Provost charles f. Zukoski said, “uB
is proud of the distinctive quality education
we provide our students; we are pleased
that this is being recognized.”
the uB 2020 plan, supported by Gov.
andrew cuomo’s nysuny 2020 bill, is
having a transformative effect on the university, he added.
“We have made great strides in enriching the educational
experiences of our students while keeping tuition low,”
Zukoski said. “We have invested in dozens of new faculty
and expanded course offerings throughout the university.
all of this is accomplished to enhance opportunities for our
students and lend support to our belief that a uB education
is of extraordinary value.”
continued on page 4
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continued from page 5

reviewer for the National Science Foundation, performing
grant reviews, site visits and reverse site visits covering most
major U.S. research centers in her field of expertise.
A 2008 Science article featured Folks’ role in mentoring a
female PhD student at the University at California, Berkeley.
Folks noted that while U.S. universities “turn out easily the
best graduate students in the world” many students struggle
because of a lack of mentoring. Helping students obtain advanced degrees and ushering them into the workforce was
a “worthy goal,” she said.
Folks has an exemplary record of support for STEM
education initiatives, from her promotion of innovative
programs at the PreK-12 level, to her role in launching a
magnetics summer school program through the IEEE, which
provides summer study opportunities each year to nearly
100 graduate students from around the world.
The search committee was co-chaired by E. Bruce Pitman, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and professor
of mathematics, and Venu Govindaraju, SUNY Distinguished
Professor of computer science and engineering. “As co-chair
of the search committee, I was thrilled that UB was able to

u n i v e r s i t y

a t

B u f f a l O

attract someone with the academic background that Liesl
Folks offers,” said Pitman. “She brings tremendous intellectual credentials and a deep understanding of interdisciplinary collaboration to the deanship.”
Folks is familiar with upstate New York having earned
an MBA at Cornell University in 2004. She said she looks
forward to moving to Western New York and joining the UB
community.
“I am honored and incredibly excited by this opportunity to lead this truly world-class engineering school and
to contribute to the ambitious vision UB is pursuing,” she
said. “I have long been acquainted with the reputation for
excellence, innovation and impact that distinguish both the
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences and the university as a whole. “That impression just keeps growing stronger
and stronger as I’ve come to know the remarkable faculty,
students and staff of this school, and as I’ve talked with more
of the academic, community and industry partners who
have experienced that impact first-hand. I’m thrilled to be
part of shaping its future as we embark on the next chapter
together,” she added. c
Cory Nealon is associate director of community relations for
University Communications.

TIMES HIGHER ED

US NEWS

continued from page 3

continued from page 3

Under President Satish K. Tripathi, UB has embarked on the
next phase of its UB 2020 plan for academic excellence. With
the support of the NYSUNY 2020 legislation, signed into law
last year by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, UB is in the midst of a
historic transformation.
The university is hiring 250 new faculty over the next five
years, offering new programs to enrich students’ academic
experiences and opening new facilities on its three campuses, with the goal of becoming one the world’s leading public
research universities and increasing its regional economic
impact. Abroad, the university has cultivated relationships
with distinguished educational institutions throughout the
world, cooperating with international partners on student
exchanges, joint research projects and the delivery of degree
programs overseas.
At home, UB consistently places in the top 20 in the
United States for international student enrollment, according to annual data published by the Institute of International
Education. In 2010-11, for instance, UB had 5,185 foreign
students, the 17th-largest population in the nation. c

UB’s national ranking was boosted by its graduation
rate, which improved from 67 percent to 71 percent.
Graduation rates are weighted heavily in the U.S. News
rankings. UB also scored well in academic reputation, student selectivity and student retention.
Also earning a top ranking with U.S. News was UB’s
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, ranked No.
64 among the nation’s best undergraduate engineering
programs at schools whose highest degree is a doctorate.
UB’s School of Management is again ranked as one of the
best undergraduate business programs with a ranking of
No. 87 out of 625 accredited schools, higher than any
other business school in the State University of New York
system.
“We are delighted to see so many SUNY schools ranked
among the nation’s “Best Colleges” by U.S. News & World
Report again this year,” said SUNY Chancellor Nancy L.
Zimpher. “In New York, Governor Cuomo and our public
colleges have worked very hard to provide an education of
the highest quality that is both affordable and accessible.
Today’s rankings are a testament to our success and to the
outstanding quality of our campuses throughout New York
State. c

Charlotte Hsu is media relations manager for University Communications.
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NEW DEaN OF ENgiNEEriNg hailS FrOM aUSTralia
By Cory Nealon

l

iesl folks, Phd, an internationally recognized expert
in nanotechnology and magnetism, has been appointed dean of the university at Buffalo’s nationally
ranked school of engineering and
applied sciences.
Her appointment, which will be
effective before the start of the spring
semester, was announced today by
uB Provost charles f. Zukoski, who
said folks rose to the top of nearly
60 highly qualified candidates from
around the world.
folks will join uB from HGst,
a hard disk drive company in san
Jose, calif., where she has worked
for more than nine years, first as a
researcher and since 2008 leading
the development and delivery of new
media advanced technologies to the
marketplace.
a native of australia, folks earned
a bachelor of science degree and a
doctor of philosophy, both in physics, from the university of Western
australia in Perth, where she subsequently worked as a research fellow
enjoying generous external grant
funding. folks arrived in the u.s. in 1997 to work for iBM’s
almaden research center in silicon valley.
Zukoski praised folks’ unique blend of academic and
industry experience, her ability to build partnerships with
federal agencies and prominent advisory boards, as well
as her body of work during a distinguished career. folks
holds 14 u.s. patents and is the author of more than 50
peer-reviewed papers. she was an author of a paper on
bit-patterned magnetic recording media published by the
journal science that has been cited roughly 3,000 times.
“We are incredibly pleased to have dr. folks lead the
school of engineering and applied sciences. not only does
she have an exceptional track record of being at the forefront
of groundbreaking research, she is a passionate educator
and highly skilled leader who will ensure that the engineering school continues its upward trajectory of excellence,”
Zukoski said. “Her arrival will help the university move forward with the uB 2020 strategic plan, which calls for making
uB one of the nation’s premier public research universities.”
folks will succeed Harvey stenger Jr., who left the
deanship in spring 2011 and is now president of Binghamton university. rajan Batta, professor of industrial and systems engineering, will continue to serve as

interim dean until the start of next semester.
folks’ experience in academia includes roles as a teacher,
researcher, mentor and advisor. she has taught undergraduate and graduate students, supervised postdoctoral
researchers, student researchers and interns and served as
a dissertation advisor to doctoral
students. Her many university collaborations include serving as an
advisor to cornell university’s center for nanoscale systems and collaborating with scientists at Oxford
university, uc santa Barbara, Ohio
state, university of colorado, the
rochester institute of technology
and more.
she has been an invited lecturer
at prestigious universities and an
organizer of many academic conferences, including the 2018 international conference on Magnetism,
which she is helping to bring back
to the u.s. for the first time in 30
years.
Zukoski said folks is the ideal person
to guide the engineering school
as it continues to explore new
educational programs, research and
partnerships to benefit students,
faculty and the community, and as
it develops new technologies and innovations through basic
and applied research.
uB President satish K. tripathi said folks is an extraordinary addition to uB’s academic leadership team. “dr. folks’
leadership experience in both academia and industry, her extensive mentorship engagement and her key advisory roles
to federal agencies and national research centers have given
her a uniquely multidimensional perspective and a wonderfully complex understanding of the issues, opportunities and
challenges facing a world-class engineering program at a
major research-intensive university.”
engineering is a traditionally male-dominated field, but
women such as folks continue to break down barriers,
tripathi noted. she joins six other women who serve as engineering deans at institutes of higher learning (Harvard, yale,
toronto, Purdue, texas a&M and florida) in the prestigious
association of american universities.
folks has an extensive network of professional connections. she is the first woman to serve as president-elect of the
institute of electrical and electronics engineers’ Magnetics
society. she serves on the congressionally mandated triennial review of the national nanotechnology initiative, facilitated by the national academy of sciences, and is a regular

neW enGineerinG dean
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UB ParTNErS WiTh ziMBaBWE UNiVErSiTiES TO CrEaTE
iNTErNaTiONal NaNOTEChNOlOgy CENTEr
By Sara Saldi

nanOtecH in ZiMBaBWe

u n i v e r s i t y

W

ith 14 percent of Zimbabwe’s population living
with Hiv/aids and tuberculosis as a co-infection,
the need for new drugs and new formulations of
available treatments is crucial.
to address these issues, two of the university at Buffalo’s
leading research centers, the institute for lasers, Photonics
and Biophotonics (ilPB), and the new york state center of
excellence in Bioinformatics and life sciences have signed
on to launch the Zimbabwe
international nanotechnology center (Zinc) — a
national nanotechnology
research program — with
the university of Zimbabwe (uZ) and the chinhoyi
university of technology
(cut).
this collaborative program will initially focus on
research in nanomedicine
and biosensors at uZ and
energy at cut. Zinc has
grown out of the niH fogarty international center,
Gene Morse
aids international training
and research Program (aitrP) that was awarded to uB and
uZ in 2008 to conduct Hiv research training and build research capacity in Zimbabwe and neighboring countries in
southern africa.
uB faculty and research directors in the Zinc partnership
include Paras n. Prasad, Phd, suny distinguished Professor
of chemistry, Physics, Medicine and electrical engineering,
the samuel P. capen chair, executive director of ilPB; Gene
d. Morse, Pharmd, Professor of Pharmacy Practice, associate
director of the new york state center of excellence in Bioinformatics and life sciences and director of the translational
Pharmacy research core; alexander n. cartwright, Phd,
uB vice president for research and economic development
and interim executive director of the new york state center
of excellence in Bioinformatics and life sciences , who will
work with Professor levi nyagura, uZ vice chancellor; Professor david t. simbi, cut vice chancellor, and dr. charles
Maponga, Pharmd, uZ pharmacy school director.
Zinc will establish a long-term international research and
training platform in the field of nanotechnology, focused
in areas that promote Zimbabwe’s strength, and advance
the development of nanotechnology as an avenue for
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Zimbabwe’s commercial growth.
the uB ilPB and tPrc collaboration recognized that the
fields of pharmacology and therapeutics have increasingly
developed links with emerging areas within the field of nanosciences in an attempt to develop tissue/organ targeted
strategies that will lead to disease treatment and eradication.
research teams will focus on emerging technologies, initially
focused in nanobiotechnology and nanomedicine for health
care.
“developing nanoformulations for Hiv and tuberculosis
diagnostics and therapeutics, as well as new tuberculosis
drug development, are just a
few of the innovative strategies to address these coinfections that this research
collaboration can provide,”
said Morse.
“in addition, the development of new nanotechnology-related products
will jumpstart the economy
and foster new economic
initiatives in Zimbabwe that
will yield additional privatepublic partnerships.”
Morse says that the current plans for a “center of
excellence” in clinical and
translational pharmacology in Harare at uZ will create a
central hub in africa, not just for Zimbabwe but for other
countries to gain new training and capacity building in many
exciting aspects of nanotechnology as well.
Morse adds that this initiative creates an opportunity for
additional involvement from a number of uB centers such
as those represented by uB’s strategic strengths in areas
such as Health and Wellness across the lifespan, integrated
nanostructured systems, Molecular recognition in Biological systems and Bioinformatics and information and computing technology.
“With an international program like Zinc, we are hoping to attract pharmaceutical companies and biotechnology
firms who will have similar interests in joining this unique
partnership that will enhance the likelihood of economic
success through efficient, innovative research.”
“locally, these efforts will be linked to the growing Buffalo niagara Medical campus resulting in a truly global
partnership with one anchor in Buffalo — a comprehensive
‘uB matrix’ of innovation and excellence,” says Morse. c
Sara Saldi is a senior editor with University Communications.
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UB ParT OF grEaT laKES CONSOrTiUM
By Rachel Teaman

u

B and 20 other u.s. and canadian universities and
institutions will join forces to propose a set of longterm research and policy priorities to help protect
and restore the Great lakes, and train the next generation
of scientists, attorneys, planners and policy specialists who
will study them.
the Great lakes futures Project will involve scholars and
practitioners across the disciplines to outline alternative
Great lakes futures through science-based scenario analysis.
the project is an outgrowth of the transborder research

university network (trun), a consortium of research universities along the u.s.-canada border region that President
satish K. tripathi helped found in 2008 during his term as
provost.
Kathryn friedman, director of cross-border and international research, and research professor of law and policy at
the uB regional institute, school of architecture and Planning, will serve on the project’s leadership team along with
researchers at Western university and McMaster university
in Ontario and the university of Michigan.
“With the recent release of the revised Great lakes Water
Quality agreement, this is a critical time to take action, engaging across the disciplines and our border to chart a more
protected future for this precious resource,” says friedman,
who serves as u.s. principal investigator on the initiative.
the Great lakes Basin is home to more than 35 million
people—30 percent of the canadian population and 10
percent of the u.s. population. the economic output of the
basin is one of the largest in the world—more than $4 trillion
gross regional product—and the area is expected to grow by
20 million people over the next 20 years. While the basin contains more than 80 percent of the water in north america and
21 percent of the world’s surface fresh water, demands from
within and outside the basin are substantial and escalating.
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this unprecedented collaboration of u.s. and canadian
academics, governments, non-government organizations,
industry and private citizens will address such questions as,
how can this water and watershed be managed and what
are the environmental, social, economic and political impacts of those management plans.
in addition to friedman, the Great lakes futures Project will
be led by irena creed of Western university, Gail Krantzberg
of McMaster university and donald savia, director of the
university of Michigan’s Graham sustainability institute.
the project will be managed by Katrina laurent of Western
university.
the assessment will begin with development of white
papers outlining critical drivers of change in the Great
lakes Basin over the past 50 years and during the next 50
years, including climate change, the economy, biological
and chemical contaminants, invasive species, demographics and societal values, governance and geopolitics,
energy and water quantity.
these papers will be developed by teams of graduate
students from canadian and u.s. universities under the
mentorship of experts in Great lakes-st. lawrence river
Basin research.
students in uB’s department of urban and regional
Planning will be among those participating under the
guidance of assistant Professor Himanshu Grover, whose
research explores climate action planning and mitigation.
uB has been at the forefront of scientific research of the
Great lakes for decades through its Great lakes Program.
the Great lakes futures Project is intended to take uB’s engagement to the next level through research that advances
understanding of complex international policy.
these assessments will drive scenario analyses and policy
briefs presented to government officials and residents of
the Great lakes region in both the u.s. and canada. the
project also will produce scholarly and popular publications,
as well as conduct public events with schools and community groups. in addition, it has the potential to create a
bi-national academic forum, research collaborations and a
think tank. this initiative lays the foundation for two major
federal grant opportunities to fund the training of highly
qualified personnel who will work on improving the status
of the Great lakes.
eighteen u.s. and canadian universities and colleges
have provided cash support to the project. funding also
was provided by the Group for interuniversity research in
limnology and aquatic environment, Michigan sea Grant
and new york sea Grant. c
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Rachel Teaman is communications officer for the School of
Architecture and Planning.
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grEENlaND, a STarK BaCKDrOP FOr CliMaTE ChaNgE rESEarCh
settled there, living in brightly colored gable-roofed houses
situated on forgiving spots of a gently sloping rocky coastt a base camp miles from the western coast of line dissected by narrow bodies of water carved by ancient
Greenland—north of the arctic circle at the mar- forces.
Briner’s team flies into a town called ilulissat. Only 4,000
gin of an ice sheet that consumes more than 80
percent of the island—uB geologist Jason Briner is conduct- people live there, yet it’s the third-largest settlement on the
ing climate change research that will help answer pressing island. from ilulissat, the team takes a 60-minute helicopter
flight to a strategic, preselected location at the lip of the ice
questions about rising sea levels.
sheet.
and he’s making pizza.
“that’s where we camp out,” Briner said. “We’ll be
“Helicopter charters are a fortune,” he said. “it would
deeply involved in our research at that location before a
cost $5,000 dollars to deliver a pizza this far inland.”
helicopter arrives a few weeks
even if free delivlater to resupply our food, take
ery were an option, it’s
the samples we’ve collected
unlikely Briner would
and fly us to a different camp.”
take anyone up on the
Briner’s easy manner
offer. His dedication to
makes everything sound simresearch and devotion to
ple. But the work is difficult
teaching are not the only
and the task before his team is
reasons he has made an
challenging.
annual summer trip to
“this is a huge mass
Greenland since 2008.
of ice, [more than 677,000
He’s scheduled to leave
square miles]” he said. “there
for this year’s trip on
have been no people there
aug. 7.
to monitor it through time;
“it’s wonderful bringthere has been no instruing students up there,”
mentation to monitor what
he said. “i can teach
has happened through time.
them the etiquette of
We have data that shows the
living outdoors, as well
as how to appreciate The base camp at the lip of the ice sheet is so remote that it takes 60 minutes overall volume of ice is getby helicopter to reach it from Ilulissat,the 3rd-largest settlement on Greenland.
ting smaller, yet we also know
everything that’s there.”
that as most parts shrink, some
Working in such a
remote part of the world requires knowledge of survival parts might be growing.”
strategies, but Briner brings verve to his base-camp living collaboration is critical
Briner is one the two people in uB’s geology department
approach. His pizza illustrates a demand for creativity. that’s
why he’s unwilling to accept prosaic cheese and pepperoni, who comprise the climate change group. He hopes the
and chooses to pick mushrooms from the tundra landscape group can expand in the future.
His colleague, Beata csatho, is a glaciologist who studies
to top what’s being prepared in his tent.
collecting the meal’s finishing touches, Briner exercises ice physics and ice flow to determine how the overall health
his influence in the kitchen, but does so while walking in one of glaciers and ice sheets changes over time. castho relies
of the few places on the planet that remains uninfluenced on remote data collection and satellite information. “that
information is current, collected in the last couple decades,”
by humanity. it is true wilderness.
“One of the reasons i entered this field is because i love Briner said.
csatho’s work can be seen as contemporary observation
the outdoors,” said Briner. “Out here, i can see nature in
its prime. it’s peaceful, yet still filled with powerful forces of and research, while Briner’s work in paleoclimatology uses
various geological techniques, such as studying landforms
nature. Greenland is beautiful.”
that beauty is realized within Greenland’s unusual ge- and applying radio carbon dating, to reconstruct the past
ography. the island, the world’s largest, sits like a massive changes in the ice sheets to determine when those changes
cap—with only a suggestion of a rising crown and just a took place.
“We try to put these two traditionally different disciplines
sliver of a brim—between the arctic and north atlantic
of science together to see if we can learn something new.
oceans.
although Greenland is covered mostly by ice, that coastal and we’ve done that,” said Briner. “Bea can look at the
brim is ice-free. the majority of the island’s population is spatial pattern of how the ice sheet is changing today and
By Bert Gambini

a

continued on page 9
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OFFiCE OF glOBal hEalTh iNiTiaTiVES

t

he uB Office of Global Health initiatives’ (OGHi) mission is to identify, engage in and advance innovative
and sustainable solutions to significant global health
problems. We aim to achieve this through collaborative, inter-professional and intra-disciplinary approaches to education, research and service for populations and individuals.
dr. arthur Goshin founded OGHi in the school of Public

Teresa Semalulu, an MPH candidate at UB, visiting Makerere University
in Kampala, Uganda, as part of her Global Health project

Health and Health Professions in 2011 at the request of students interested in connecting with global health focused
faculty and professionals.
Goshin is a graduate of uB, founder of univera, and
long-standing board member of the international development organization Freedom From Hunger. He brings years
of experience in supporting low-cost, high-yield innovative approaches to global health by high-achieving nongovernmental and academic organizations, particularly in
uganda and india.

this year, OGHi will offer 3-4 scholarships to school
of Public Health and Health Professions students seeking
out global health field work opportunities. in addition, to
stimulate conversation and collaboration around global
health in the Western new york community, we seek to
organize a 2013 spring and fall seminar series focused on
the health of women and children around the world.
the series will bring in well-known and established
guests from within the global health field. their
interests and work span a variety of topics including: menstrual hygiene management, grassroots
microfinance education, clinical care, nutrition,
international war crimes, and food security, each
contributing major work that impacts the health of
women and children worldwide.
furthermore, the series will be an opportunity for
global health professionals from Western new york
to come together and share and learn from the experiences of others.
additionally, OGHi also provides funds for the
Global Health initiative student Group which meets
bi-weekly on uB’s south campus. uB students from
various schools and departments organize discussions around relevant global health issues and offer
opportunities to volunteer in the community.
the student group has successfully hosted two
global health days bringing in global health professionals
from around Buffalo and the united states for seminars and
panel discussions. they are currently organizing the third
annual global health day for March 22nd 2013.
for more information about OGHi please visit our
website http://www.buffalo.edu/global-health.html. information regarding upcoming events, internships, scholarships, and faculty contacts can be accessed there. any
questions or comments can be sent to Jessica scates,
coordinator for the Office of Global Health initiatives at
jmscates@buffalo.edu. c

GlOBal HealtH initiatives

By Jessica Scates

grEENlaND

continued from page 8

i can look at the history of ice sheet to determine if similar
pattern occurred in the past. doing so allows us to bridge
the gap between the geologic studies that i do and the
contemporary studies that Bea does.”
the two are working on their second national science
foundation (nsf) grant, titled “the response of the Greenland ice sheet to Holocene climate change: testing ice sheet
models and forcing mechanisms of ice change margin.”
the grant is awarded through the Geography and spatial

29749_Newsletter.indd 9

sciences Program of the nsf, which encourages the integration of geographers and spatial scientists in interdisciplinary
research.
this year’s trip is another opportunity to study earth’s
history in an attempt to help inform the planet’s future.
“depending on how things line up, how the answers from
looking at the past versus looking at the present come together, we might be able to help in the prediction phase:
to see what areas are indeed most susceptible to global
warming,” he said. c
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DENTal PrOFESSOr ESTaBliShES DENTal CliNiCS FOr SyriaN rEFUgEES
By Sara Saldi

dental clinics in turKey

O f

W

in Waterloo, Ontario. and when he told another group of
friends and associates that he was $5,000 from his goal, they
told him not to worry: they had the rest of the money.
shibly has just sent the donated funds through a charity
to a dental company that sells equipment in turkey—and
that discounted the merchandise is support of this humani-

e have friends in syria who were visited by police because their son had attended a rally.
When they told the police that their son wasn’t
home, the police proceeded to shoot the three children who
were there, in front of their mother, as a warning.
One of those children was 3 years old.”
this is just one of the many stories about conditions in syria told by Othman shibly, assistant
professor in the department of Periodontics and
endodontics, school of dental Medicine.
according to recent news reports, when the
united nations withdrew its observers in syria in
June, deaths increased by 78 percent; in July, they
rose another 55 percent and then went up nearly
48 percent in august to more than 5,000. deaths
of syrians are now in excess of 30,000 since the
rebel uprising began in March 2011.
syria is shibly’s home country; it is where he still
has family.
He wanted to contribute something meaningful to help those syrians who had been displaced
and injured and were now living in the turkish
refugee camps.
On June 29, 2012 he went to turkey to attend Othman Shibly visits a Syrian patient at the clinic in Turkey
an academic conference in istanbul and during the
second week of his visit he went to one of the camps—the tarian cause. Once the instruments arrive, shibly will travel
Kilis refugee camp next to the syrian border in Gaziantep back to the turkish camp this fall with his colleague, fadi
city in turkey—and spent a week assessing the oral health ayoub, uB assistant professor of restorative dentistry.
needs of those who had escaped from the assad regime. at
syrian medical relief workers will provide a place within
the time, the camp had 11,000 people.
their medical centers in the camps to set up the dental clinshibly had anticipated a great deal of need, but what he ics.
found shocked him.
shibly and ayoub then will work with syrian camp refu“there were people with broken or infected teeth—this gees—who also are dentists—to have them run the clinic’s
i expected. But that’s not all. there were people who had day-to-day dental operations for an allowance, and both of
been injured by having soldiers push the end of a rifle into them will return about every two months on a rotational batheir teeth; people with broken jaws. People with injuries to sis. a team from the syrian Medical society and the islamicthe face. so many people. some of these were children,” american Medical society also is collaborating with shibly
said shibly.
and ayoub in their clinical rotations.
shibly knew that one visit wouldn’t be enough to adadditionally, shibly is organizing a schedule log for
dress all the problems. the camp needed a dental clinic with american dentists to choose the times they wish to donate
trained personnel to help with oral health and injuries every care so that the clinics are adequately staffed.
day.
“We have to go back because there is so much work. as
shibly said that when he returned to to uB, he put a periodontist, i can do oral surgery. i can also bring oral
together a plan. first, he determined the costs needed to surgeons under whose guidance i can perform specialized
purchase enough dental equipment for two camps. this procedures,” shibly said.
would take from $70,000 to $100,000 per camp.
While shibly is elated to have raised such a large amount
When people heard shibly’s stories, they wanted to of money in such a short time, the conditions that surround
help. He was able to raise $15,000 from friends’ donations his volunteer initiative weigh heavily on him.
in Western new york and received $30,000 from dentists
“from a humanitarian perspective, the united nations

continued on page 11
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UB TO hOST iNDia-ChiNa SEMiNar
By Patricia Donovan

u

B’s asian studies Program will present a threeweek institute in July 2013 for K-12 teachers to explore the long histories, rich cultures and contemporary societies of china and india.
the institute, “china and india: comparisons and connections,” is being funded by a $170,000 grant from the
national endowment for the Humanities, with additional
support from uB’s confucius institute.
teachers and prospective teachers of any grade level or
subject area in u.s. schools who teach about china and india
in their classes are invited to apply. Participants will receive a
$2,700 stipend to cover travel, accommodations and meals;
a set of textbooks and primary source materials will be sent
to them prior to attending the institute.
the institute will be co-directed by roger des forges,
uB professor of history, and ramya sreenivasan, associate
professor, south asia center, university of Pennsylvania.
des forges is an award-winning scholar and author of
chinese, asian and world history. His research focus is on
chinese cultural, political and social history; chinese myth,
history and historiography; and chinese history and civilization in comparative and global perspectives.
sreenivasan’s research and publications focus on early
modern south asia, colonialism and modernity, gender history, and religion and caste in early modern rajasthan.
“there is much attention paid today to the rising power of
china and india in the economic and political realms,” says
des forges.
“this focus, however, tends to obscure the fact that
these modern nation states developed out of civilizations
stretching back thousands of years and have long histories
of cultural, economic and military interaction with other
peoples of asia, and considerable influence over the course
of world history.
“this program will facilitate teachers’ thinking for them-

selves about china and india,” he says, “and will help them
inspire their students to begin a lifetime of the same.”
the institute also will be co-directed by Kristin stapleton,
associate professor of chinese history and director of the uB
asian studies Program, and feature experts on china and
india from uB, other suny campuses and academic institutions throughout the northeast.
these experts will present daily lectures and guide participant discussion and analysis of primary sources and curriculum development. in addition to morning and afternoon
classes, teachers will be invited to participate in cricket and
martial arts lessons and attend music and dance performances and screenings of popular indian and chinese films.
in keeping with the common core (educational) standards developed by the national Governors association
and the council of chief state school Officers, significant
attention will be given throughout the institute to the careful
reading and analysis of texts related to indian and chinese
history and culture. teachers will be encouraged to consider—through discussion, journaling and lesson plans—the
specific skills in reading, writing, analysis and cross-cultural
communication that their students will develop as they learn
about china and india.
“throughout the country, curriculum standards encourage greater study of asia but most teachers have limited
opportunities to take asian history or other asia-related
courses,” says Bruce acker, assistant director of the asian
studies Program and administrative coordinator of the
summer institute. “this institute will give teachers in many
subject areas the background and understanding to teach
knowledgably about these two prominent asian countries.”
Participants from outside Western new york will live in
the state-of-the-art Greiner Hall on the north campus and
have access to the university libraries, recreational facilities
and other campus amenities. c

india-cHina seMinar

O f f i c e

Patricia Donovan is a senior editor for University Communications.

DENTal PrOFESSOr
continued from page 10

has failed. and the world community just watches. they
have given money, which is appreciated, but it’s like
giving tylenol to a cancer patient for pain relief. it’s not
enough.
“the world has not learned its lessons from the atrocities of the Holocaust, Bosnia, somalia and rwanda. How
many must die before there is intervention?” he asked.
His voice then softens as he speaks with thanks and
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admiration about the orthopedic surgical resident who
put his training on hold to go to syria to provide medical care, working for nothing, and the syrian-american
pharmacist who brought her whole family with her—her
children scrubbing the floors of the pharmacy—while she
provides her expertise for free.
“so even out of bad there is some good,” shibly said
smiling. c
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iNTErNaTiONal STUDENTS DraW lEgal COMPariSONS
By Ilene Fleischmann

i
leGal cOMParisOns

t’s said that the best way to learn is to teach, and that
principle was on display recently in the francis M. letro
courtroom in O’Brian Hall as international students in the
law school’s master of laws program presented a primer on
comparative legal systems.

in the united states, and noted that the australian government includes both the queen and the governor general—
honorary titles as compared to the real power held by the
prime minister. the prime minister, he said, is chosen by the
members of the party that holds the majority of seats in the
House of representatives.
colombian student Blanca
Owen differentiated between
the civil law system, used
in most of the world, and
the common law system,
the basis of the u.s. legal
system. in the united states’
case law system, she pointed
out, “When a judge decides
a case, he resolves a controversy and also creates a precedent which has legal effect
in the future.”
in colombia’s jurisprudence
system, by contrast, only the
decisions of the constitutional court and supreme
court’s appellate division are
binding; decisions of other

UB LLM students (l. to r.): Harshavardhan Raja, Jeeah Kim, Blanca Owen, Brenda Cisneros Vilchis, and Habriel
Mykula (Photo: Donald E. Dannecker)

Wryly titled “a comparative, Brief and incomplete introduction to the law and legal system of the united states,”
the nov. 16, 2012 program drew two dozen attendees,
including several undergraduates, as part of international
education Week at uB.
the event came in two parts: a PowerPoint presentation
by five llM students about the u.s. legal system and those
of their home countries, and a discussion by two members
of the law school’s Women, children and social Justice
clinic on a u.s. domestic violence case that progressed to
an international human rights court.
the law school’s llM program is designed for practicing lawyers who hold a law degree from a non-u.s. country
and wish to broaden their skills and knowledge by learning
more about the u.s. legal system. it’s a growing edge for uB
law, which is seeking to grow its international enrollment.
Brenda cisneros vilchis began the program by comparing the u.s. and Mexican constitutions, noting that the
president of Mexico is elected by popular vote and serves a
single six-year term, and that the country’s high court, the
supreme court of Justice, has 11 ministers.
Harshavardhan raja, an indian national who earned his
law degree in australia, detailed the federal and state courts
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courts are only considered “highly persuasive.”
Habriel Mykula, a student from ukraine, spoke on pretrial civil procedure. in ukraine’s civil system, he said, the
judge manages the litigation from its inception and litigants
don’t have the unlimited ability to settle the case. the civil
system, he said, also regulates the time frame in which the
case is decided.
finally, Jeeah Kim from south Korea spoke about responses to domestic violence in her nation and in the united
states.
in the patriarchal culture of south Korea, she said, “the
man is the head of the family. the woman is considered
chattel or property. …domestic violence is treated as a
private problem. Police usually do not respond, and when
they do, arrests are rarely made. in the united states, the
government takes a more active role in helping victims of
domestic violence.”
she cited the new york state integrated domestic violence court, in which a single judge addresses a multiplicity
of problems in a troubled family. c
Ilene R. Fleischmann is vice dean for alumni, public relations
and communication for the Law School.
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hUMPhrEy PrOgraM aT Eli BriNgS MiD-CarEEr PrOFESSiONalS
FrOM arOUND ThE WOrlD
By Bert Gambini
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tion, on application and original ideas, is a new experience.”
Otto says Humphrey fellows are from countries that have
a particular need for professionals in specific fields.
“they’re in education, public policy, economic development, for example,” says Otto. “We have a couple of people
who are lawyers and judges in the human rights arena.”

eated comfortably at a table in the center for leadership and community engagement in uB’s student
union, Branko veselinovic has his hands folded, his eyes
forward and focused. With hair as neat as his white polo
shirt, he looks like a television news anchor.
“What do you do for a living,” he is asked.
“i’m a television news anchor,” he says.
veselinovic was part of a group of diverse international professionals who spent three weeks
at uB in July 2012 preparing for their fellowships
in a prestigious 10-month professional enrichment program.
uB is among six colleges and universities in
the country providing critical preliminary training for participants in the Hubert H. Humphrey
fellowship Program. the Humphrey program is
designed for mid-career professionals who come
to the u.s. for non-degree training and professional networking, according to Keith Otto, program director of uB’s english language institute
Humphrey Fellows in class at the ELI
(eli).
“a small number of those chosen for a Humphrey fellowship have english test scores at the
scale’s threshold,” Otto says. “it’s those participants that are Paticipants are chosen because they have at least five years
sent to a pre-academic program, like what we’re running of experience in their field. as a Humphrey fellow, they have
here at uB this summer.”
been selected to attend programs at universities that focus
the eli provides some english training, but the pre- on their specialty.
academic program focuses on many of the areas that par“fellows that are going to cornell for example, typically
ticipants require for research and instruction.
are going there because of cornell’s college of agriculture
“We’ll cover things like citation, putting together a and life sciences,” says Otto. “People who are in the field
bibliography and awareness of plagiarism, and how that’s of aids education and prevention might end up at emory
defined in the american university context,” says Otto.
in order to work with the centers for disease control and
veselinovic works for the serbian national broadcast- Prevention.”
ing corporation. six months ago, he began anchoring the
veselinovic will attend classes at the Walter cronkite
network’s primetime newscast. in addition to professional school of Journalism at arizona state university. so, too,
development, he says he’ll continue working on his Phd will alma telibecirevic, a painter by professional who has
dissertation and hopes to pick up an assignment from the been involved with organizing arts and cultural activities
cnn international desk as well.
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Over the past five years, her career
“the educational experience in serbia is unlike the ameri- shifted from the arts toward public relations for various hucan experience,” says veselinovic. “this program at uB will man rights organizations.
help me make the transition to an american university.”
as a Humphrey fellow, telibecirevic says she’s excited
Otto points out that veselinovic’s transition is similar to about improving her professional knowledge, but sees the
what he hears from many international students who have program as an opportunity to get an international perspecnever been in a format other than a lecture.
tive on her profession and how it’s managed elsewhere in
“Most of our participants completed their educational the world.
work without direct interaction with faculty,” he says.
“the fellowship will mean a significant change in our
“they’re familiar with a system that didn’t leave room for lives over the next year,” she says. “this program will help
debate and discussion. Our emphasis on student participa- us adapt, not just to a language, but to a culture, a way of

HuMPHrey PrOGraM
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MARCUS HONORED FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

I

sabel Marcus, professor of law, received the 2012
Award for Outstanding Contributions to International
Education at UB during a luncheon in her honor on October 17 in the Center for the Arts. The annual award was

Lithuania, Georgia and Azerbaijan.
In addition to mentoring legal scholars and practitioners
in these countries, Marcus has hosted a number of them
at UB as visiting scholars, including International Domestic
Violence Scholars, often using her own
resources to make this possible.
Her teaching at UB has been richly
informed by her international experiences and perspectives, particularly
her courses on Women’s International
Human Rights; Gender, Law and Policy;
and Advanced Family Law.
She was an early participant in UB’s
longstanding exchanges with universities in Beijing, China and was on hand
in Beijing during the Tiananmen uprising
in June 1989 that prompted the evacuation of a number of UB faculty and
students.
In the early 1990s she established an
innovative International Human Rights
At the CISP Award Luncheon (l to r): Joseph Schneider, Lucinda Finley, David Engel, Isabel Marcus,
Suzanne Tomkins, and Susan Mangold (Photo: Enid Bloch)
Seminar with the law faculty and students of the Jagiellonian University, UB’s
established in 2004 by the UB Council on International Stud- longstanding partner in Kraków, Poland, which involved an
ies and Programs, a university-wide committee that advises exchange of faculty and students and ongoing collaboration
the Provost on international programs, studies and policies. on research on human rights law. In spring 2013 Marcus
Marcus has been active in international teaching, scholar- plans to return to Kraków to teach a Reproductive Rights
ship and service for most of her three-decade career at UB. Seminar in the Jagiellonian Law Faculty.
Introducing Professor Marcus during the award ceremony,
In 2011 Marcus led a unique study abroad program
the Law School colleagues who nominated her—Susan in Southeastern Europe for UB law students entitled the
Mangold, Suzanne Tomkins and Joseph Schneider—high- “Balkan Seminars on Identities, Nationalism and the Rule
lighted the many contributions Marcus has made to the Law of Law in Post-Conflict Zones,” which offered participants a
School’s international outreach and engagement over the firsthand look at the legal institutions and the emerging rule
years.
of law in Bosnia, Serbia and Kosovo.
A scholar of international human rights, Marcus has
From 2008 until 2012, Marcus served as Director of
taught a wide variety of courses on woman’s rights, re- Graduate and International Programs at the Law School;
productive rights, and domestic violence, among other one aspect of this role involved recruiting and mentoring
subjects, in many countries of the former Soviet empire, legal professionals from a variety of countries for the Law
including Poland, Serbia, Romania, Macedonia, Russia, School’s LLM Program. c

HUMPHREY PROGRAM
continued from page 13

living and a way of learning.”
Otto says it’s important to stress that the purpose of the
pre-academic program is not only to help refine English
skills, but to provide the kind of cultural training Telibercirevic mentioned.
“Remember, English language skills are only part of
the mission. We provide cultural orientation, from culture

29749_Newsletter.indd 14

shock to time management to familiarizing participants
with the U.S. government and the media,” says Otto.
“We’ll do this through field trips, seminars and a volunteer service project.”
By next summer, each participant will return home with
knowledge that will help more than their careers. c
Bert Gambini is a writer and multimedia manager for University Communications.

1/4/13 12:36 PM

O f f i c e

O f

i n t e r n a t i O n a l

e d u c a t i O n ,

u n i v e r s i t y

a t

B u f f a l O

15

rENOWNED rUSSiaN POET ViSiTS UB
By Tanya Shilina-Conte
moving was the contrast between the still optimistic vision
evgeny yevtushenko, who challenged soviet bu- of the young Zhenya and his girlfriend and the resoluteness
reaucracy in his poetry and films, was a guest of the of his father, a victim of stalin’s purges (played by a great
univerrussian actor alexei
sity at Buffalo
Batalov).
and the Buffalo
the poetry readPhilharmonic
ing on november
Orchestra for
1 was attended by
four events
close to 600 peobetween Ocple in lippes contober 31 and
cert Hall. Other
november 3,
than the late allen
2012.
Ginsburg, no poet
a profestoday brings the
sor of poetry
passions of song,
and film at
drama and personthe university
al conviction to his
of Oklahoma,
performance like
yevtushenko
yevtushenko.
divides his
cristanne Miller,,
time between
who introduced
russia and the
the poet, worked
us and con- Yevgeny Yevtushenko reading in Lippes Concert Hall with Daniel Schweitzer and Paige Melin (Photo: to realize yevtushNancy J. Parisi)
tinues to give
enko’s vision for the
frequent readings.
poetry reading, which included bilingual readings of his
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra initially invited poems with three uB students, Jennifer Johnson, Paige Meyevtushenko to read his poem, “Babi yar,” in conjunction lin and daniel schweitzer, and a performance of his “lara’s
with their performance of shostakovich’s symphony no. theme in tulsa” accompanied by pianist dimitar Pentchev
13, which was inspired by the poem. the college of arts and vocalist abigail unger, with whom the poet waltzed on
& sciences and the Office of special events seized the op- the stage.
portunity to arrange this once-in-a-lifetime event, which the
the reception in the center for the arts atrium featured
poet humorously referred to as a “yevtushenko festival.”
a seemingly endless line of admirers, many of whom repreinstrumental in arranging the visit to Buffalo were dan sented the russian and ukrainian communities of western
Hart, executive director of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orches- new york, who wished to have yevtushenko’s most recent
tra; dennis Black, vice President for student life and ser- translated volume of poetry signed by the author.
vices at uB; William regan, director of the Office of special
the week rose to a crescendo with yevtushenko’s appearevents; cristanne Miller, chair of the english department; ance at two performances of shostakovich’s works at the
and tanya shilina, department of Media study.
BPO, on november 2 and 3. the latter concert on saturday
shilina arranged a screening of his second feature-length evening began with a pre-concert talk with Mr. yevtushenko,
film, Stalin’s Funeral (1990), featuring vanessa redgrave, on BPO conductor Joann falletta and Prof. tanya shilina.
October 31. despite the Halloween festivities and the after- yevtushenko was introduced by dennis Black, who emphamath of Hurricane sandy, the screening was attended by sized the first of its kind collaboration between uB and the
approximately 250 people and inspired a lively discussion BPO and expressed his hope for many more mutual involvewith its director afterwards. Stalin’s Funeral lends personal ments in the future.
and poetic insight into one of the pivotal moments in rusyevtushenko declaimed his famous poem, “Babi yar,”
sian, and indeed, world history.
in both russian and english from the concert stage in a
the film’s central event is the hysterical crowd that rich voice that seemed to bear the weight of history upon
spontaneously rushed to mourn and/or celebrate stalin’s it. complementing the poet’s sonority, the shostakovich
death resulting in a great number of victims. Particularly symphony, which actually sets five poems by yevtushenko

yevtusHenKO visits uB

y

continued on page 16
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SOPhOMOrE iS FirST UB rECiPiENT OF a BOrEN SChOlarShiP

s

arah Boerschig, a sophomore history and asian studies major and university Honors college scholar at
the university at Buffalo, is the first uB student to receive the 2012 david l. Boren scholarship from the national
security education Program.
the scholarship offers a grant of
up to $20,000 to outstanding u.s.
undergraduates through a competitive, national, merit-based process.
it was established in 1994 in the
wake of desert storm, to send scholars abroad to countries considered
by the nseP to be critical to u.s.
national security.
the goal is to increase the national capacity to deal effectively
with foreign cultures and languages.
recipients study the language and
culture host countries and commit
to working for the u.s. government
for at least one year after their scholarship year.
Boerschig, also a recipient of
both uB’s Provost scholarship and
the Katherine Pratt Horton scholarship, received the award
at the Boren scholarship convocation in Washington, d.c.,
on June 7.
Boerschig, an amherst native and amherst High school
graduate, is using the award during the 2012-13 academic
year to fund her studies in Japan, where she is attending
Kanazawa university, a longstanding exchange partner of
uB. in addition to speaking Japanese, Boerschig is fluent in
spanish.

foreign cultures have always fascinated Boerschig. she
credits her fondness of Japanese culture to an excellent global history teacher in 10th grade, to a friend who introduced
her to anime and to interesting books on haiku poetry.
“i think it’s a little rude to expect other
people to learn english, and then not pay
any attention to their languages and cultures,” said Boerschig. “i feel a little guilty
about that because i knew almost nothing about other countries before i came
to uB, so i would like to learn as much as
possible.”
Her interest in Japanese language has
evolved to include on an interest in the
russo-Japanese War. she intends brush
up on Korean and russian as she advances
her studies and research.
Boerschig said she hopes one day to use
her knowledge of foreign nations to help
solve international conflicts. she believes
that many international problems arise
due to the lack of understanding nations
have about neighboring countries.
“someday i want to use what i’ve
learned to help mediate misunderstandings between nations, especially between Japan and its neighbors,” said
Boerschig. “if i can do that, it would mean the world to me.”
the Boren scholarship is also a major accomplishment for
uB’s study abroad Programs. Olga crombie, assistant director of uB study abroad, said the award is a milestone for the
office and a tribute to the efforts of uB faculty and staff to
provide opportunities for uB students to study abroad and
learn about other cultures. c

yEVTUShENKO
continued from page 15

to music, featured Metropolitan Opera bass vocalist
Mikhail svetlov.
“Babi yar” is the name of a big, or “maternal,” ravine
in the northern part of Kiev, ukraine. the impetus for yevtushenko’s writing of the poem was the Kurenivka mudslide
in Kiev that occurred in 1961 after the collapse of a dam
project, killing almost 2,000 people.
this tragedy recalled the earlier and even graver tragedy
in 1941 when the nazis occupied Kiev and massacred both
the soviet and Jewish population of the area. in the first
line of the poem, yevtushenko famously wrote that “no
monument stands over Babi yar.” When in 1976 an obelisk
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was placed to commemorate the victims of Babi yar, it was
dedicated to all victims, and it was not until 1991 (after the
fall of the soviet union) that a Menorah to memorialize the
Jewish victims was added.
yevtushenko subscribes to the belief that poetry and politics
are inseparable and that poetry should serve as the testament
of its time. His visit to the university and the Philharmonic confirmed the lasting relevance of such poignant historical events
as stalin’s funeral and nazi massacre at Babi yar and the power
of images, words and music to move us. c
Tanya Shilina-Conte is adjunct professor of media study.
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STUDy aBrOaD PrOgraMS WElCOMES NEW STaFF

i

n august 2012 the Office of international education welcomed two new professional staff members to the Office of study abroad Programs.
Both newcomers bring a wealth of relevant professional
experience to the office, which is charged with developing
and administering study abroad programs and promoting
increased participation by uB students.
Mary Odrzywolski was appointed director to succeed
Melissa rybarczyk, who left
her position to
care for her newborn son. Krista
Pazkowsky was
hired the same
month as the office's new study
abroad advisor.
Odrzywolski and
Pakzowsky join
Olga crombie,
assistant direct o r, w h o h a s
Mary Odrzywolski
been with the
office since 2006.
Mary started her career in education abroad as the study
abroad coordinator at Broome community college in Binghamton, new york.
she later managed the Global education Office at suny
Plattsburgh before moving back to her alma matter, suny
fredonia, to serve as the assistant director of international
education.
Mary earned her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from
suny fredonia and a Master of education in school counseling from the university at Buffalo.
throughout her career, she has been an active member
of nafsa: association of international educators, the forum
on education abroad, the college consortium for international studies, and suny’s council on international education.
Her passion for studying abroad was confirmed after
spending a semester studying at victoria university in Wellington, new Zealand during her time as a student at suny
fredonia. since then, she has studied spanish in Guayaquil,
ecuador and has conducted site visits in australia, Brazil,
costa rica, ecuador, england, france, italy, Mexico, and
spain.
Mary is excited about increasing study abroad participa-
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tion at uB and further integrating study abroad into the
campus curriculum.
Prior to joining the uB study abroad Programs team in
July 2012, Krista Pazkowsky was employed locally in higher
education for the past eight years in the field of career services, where she held professional memberships in numerous
national and local organizations. Her most recent position was
as assistant director
of career services at
daemen college.
at uB, Krista is
responsible for assisting students interested in participating
in uB, Other-suny,
and non-suny administered study
abroad programs.
Her personal
study abroad background includes a
graduate-level study
abroad experience
at the university of
tartu, estonia, a program that received
Krista Pazkowsky
the suny chancellor’s award for internationalization in less-traveled countries in 2004; and an
undergraduate study abroad experience at the university
college cork, ireland in1999.
Krista holds a Master of science in student Personnel
administration from Buffalo state college and a Bachelor
of arts in speech communication, with minors in english
and theater from ithaca college. Krista is excited to help
students plan and achieve success in their academic experiences abroad!
this is the first time that uB has had three full-time
professionals in study abroad Programs, and the additional
staff will be key to increasing particpation by uB students in
the many uB and suny programs available in nearly every
discipline and to practically any destination.
Professor stephen c. dunnett, vice Provost for international education, noted, "We are delighted to welcome
our new colleagues in study abroad and look forward to
their contributions to international education at uB. i am
confident our study abroad team will have a tremendous
impact in engaging more students and faculty in study
abroad and increasing the numbers of those who participate in the transformative experience of education, service
and work abroad." c
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COllEEN MalONEy-BErMaN DirECTS iNTENSiVE ENgliSh PrOgraM

t

he english language institute is pleased to announce
the recent hiring of colleen Maloney-Berman, Ph.d. as
Program director for intensive
english Programs.
colleen joined the eli in august, 2012, following the retirement of Barbara a. campbell in
January 2011.
a graduate of the university
at Buffalo with a Ph.d. degree in
foreign and second language
education, colleen previously
taught at the eli in its intensive
english Program, english as a
second language Program and
summer customized programs.
in addition to teaching at the
eli, colleen has been a visiting
professor in the Graduate school
of translation, interpretation and

language education at the Monterey
institute of international studies and
st. Michael’s college in Burlington,
vermont and uB’s Graduate school of
education’s department of learning
and instruction.
colleen has taught esl in Waterloo,
canada, at McGill university in Montreal, and with arabian american Oil
company (araMcO) in dhahran, saudi
arabia.
a graduate of McGill university,
colleen earned a certificate in teaching english as a second language
from concordia university in 1986, a
B.e.d from the university of Ottawa in
1990, an ed.M. from uB in 2002 and a
Ph.d. in foreign and second language
education in 2004. in addition to esl,
colleen has taught special education in
Ottawa. c

EXPOrTS PrOgraM a CrOSS-BOrDEr SUCCESS

i

n november 2012, business, education and government leaders celebrated the success of the inaugural
exports to canada program, a collaboration between the
school of Management (sOM) and the erie county industrial development agency (ecida).
the exports to canada program is an economic development program that connects school of Management interns
with local businesses to help them increase their level of
exports across the border.
carrie Gardner, director of the school of Management’s
credit-Bearing internship Program (cBiP), and Maryann
stein, director of international programs for ecida, worked
together to launch the program, which provides training to
local businesses seeking to expand their customer base into
canada and then matches them with sOM interns to help
achieve that goal.
“We received strong support from our dean, arjang
assad, and the uB Office of economic engagement, in getting the program under way,” Gardner says.
stein brought MBa students Mark Bortz and chris courtney on board to help run program. their internships were
partially funded through Western new york Prosperity
scholarships.
Bortz and courtney then matched MBa interns with
participating companies, including ascension industries,
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Buffalo newspress, life safety engineered systems, rJr engineering, secura technologies and valuecentric.
“While the anticipated benefit to the businesses is quite
clear, this program has also provided our interns with access
to some of Western new york’s most fascinating companies
and has given them insight into the ecida’s mission,” stein
says.
Bortz notes that while he was “pretty green” at the
beginning of the internship regarding idas and economic
development, “this experience has given me an appreciation of how economic development entities directly benefit
companies and the community.”
the exports to canada program will now be a recurring
internship opportunity for MBa students, Gardner says,
calling it “a valuable resource for students who wish to gain
international business experience.”
John dunbar Jr., an adjunct instructor in the school of
Management, served as faculty mentor to the interns in
the program. He is principal of strategic investments and
Holdings inc., a private equity firm specializing in growth
capital, recapitalization, acquisitions, family businesses and
management buyouts of middle market companies.
national Grid provided a grant to assist the program
through an approved economic development plan from the
new york state Public service commission. c

1/4/13 8:20 AM

O f

i n t e r n a t i O n a l

e d u c a t i O n ,

u n i v e r s i t y

a t

B u f f a l O

iNTErNaTiONal aCTiViTiES OF FaCUlTy aND STaFF
SChOOl OF arChiTECTUrE aND PlaNNiNg
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
Daniel B. hess, associate professor, was invited to lecture about
“contemporary urban Planning in american cities” in the faculty of
Geography and earth sciences at the university of latvia in June 2012.
He led a three-week study abroad course for 11 uB students in May
and June 2012 in estonia. the topic of the course was comparative
international sustainability and urban planning in europe. His paper
(with Mart Hiob) “the second life of soviet-era residential districts in
estonia” was presented at the international Planning History society
in são Paulo, Brazil in July 2012.
COllEgE OF arTS aND SCiENCES
Department of Anthropology
Deborah reed-Danahay, professor, was awarded a yip fellowship
at Magdalene college, university of cambridge (uK) for Michaelmas
term in fall 2012. she is in residence there during her sabbatical leave.
Department of Biological Sciences
Matthew Xu-Friedman, associate professor, received a grant jointly
with andreas neef, a researcher at the Bernstein center for computational neuroscience in Goettingen, Germany. the grant was funded
through a special mechanism at the national science foundation for
collaborative research in computational neuroscience (crcns),
specifically to encourage collaborations between u.s. and German
labs. the German side of the grant is supported by the German
federal Ministry of education and research (BMBf). the three-year
project will investigate a unique set of nerve cells that appear to lack
the normal complement of ion channels responsible for driving the
electrical signals nerve cells use to send messages to each other. this
project will address why these particular cells have this rare adaptation, by adding these channels back in using an electrophysiological
technique called dynamic clamp, and seeing how the electrical signals change. the group at uB has expertise in dynamic clamp, while
the group in Germany has expertise in characterizing channels and
developing computer simulations of nerve cells. this work may help
us to understand why normal cells have the channels that they do,
as well as how these channels may undermine the precise signals in
this unusual group of cells.
Department of Classics
from January to May 2012, roger D. Woodard, the andrew v. v.
raymond Professor of the classics, served as scholar in residence at
the american academy in rome, italy. during June he was a visiting
scholar at the Max-Planck-institut für Wissenschaftsgeschichte in
Berlin, Germany, after which he returned to the american academy in
rome for July. during his stay in europe, Woodard presented papers
at international conferences in Paris, france (du récit au rituel par la
forme esthétique: Pragmatique cultuelle des formes discursives et des
images en Grèce ancienne, colloque international) and thessaloniki,
Greece (centre for the Greek language international conference,
Panhellenes at Methone: Graphê in late Geometric and Protoarchaic
Methone, Macedonia). He also delivered a scholarly lecture in rome,
at the american academy; and while at the Max-Planck-institut in
Berlin he presented a paper and took part in a panel discussion at a
symposium on the transfer of Knowledge in systems (in the series
Global transfer of Knowledge and the Globalization of Knowledge).
Department of Comparative Literature
rodolphe gasche, suny distinguished Professor and eugenio donato chair, was a guest scholar for all of June 2012 at the Zentrum
fur literatur- und Kulturforschung in Berlin, Germany. He authored
a number of recent international publications: “Hypotyposis: Kant
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niokeru Kanseiteki Byoushutsu no Gainen nitsuiteno ikutsukano
Kousatsu,” trans. y. Miyazaki and K. fukushima, Topos: Journal For
Graduate School of Modern Society and Culture, niigata university, Japan, vol.7, pp. 175-212; ”Objektive diversionen. Zu einigen themen
Kants in Benjamins ’das Kunswerk im Zeitalter seiner technischen
reproduzierbarkeit,’ trans. a. noor, in Walter Benjamin: Moderne und
Gesetz, ed. a. noor, Munich: Wilhelm fink verlag, 2011, pp. 239-266;
“On an eastward trajectory toward europe: Karl löwith’s exiles,” in
“Escape to Life”: German intellectuals in new york: A Compendium
on Exile After 1933, eds. e. Goebel and s. Weigel, Berlin/Boston: de
Guyter 2012, pp. 305-330; and “der schleier, die falte, das Bild. uber
Gustave flauberts Salambo,“ trans. H. Jatho, in Der Grund; Das Feld
des Sichtbaren, eds. G. Boehm and M. Burioni, Munich: fink verlag,
2012, pp.391-415. Gasche delivered one lecture at Goethe universität, frankfurt/Main, Germany: lecture: “an immemorial remainder:
the legacy of derrida;” and a workshop: at Zentrum für Kultur- und
literaturforschung, Berlin, Germany: Workshop on Geophilosophy.
Department of Economics
alex anas, professor, has joined the editorial board of economics of
transportation, the new journal of the recently established international transportation economics association. economics of transportation publishes scholarly papers that make important contributions
to transportation economics. the journal also publishes papers that
research the interaction between transportation and other economic
activities; papers that seek to promote cross fertilization with other
fields of economics including labor, trade, urban economics, and
industrial organization; and substantive papers on timely policy issues relating to transportation. the editorial board consists of 24
economists from the usa (10), Belgium (2), canada(3), chile (2),
denmark (1), france (2), Japan (1), the u.K. (1), the netherlands (2).
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Department of English
assistant professors Dimitri anastasopoulos and Christina Milletti
gave a talk entitled “dark Matter: cultural narrative and the fiction
of crisis” at the &now festival of literary arts in Paris, france in
June 2012.
Joseph Conte, professor, delivered the keynote address, “the Multimodal icon: sight, sound and intellection in recent Poetries” for the
conference Contemporary Poetry between Genres, Art Forms, and Media
at aalborg university, aalborg, denmark on October 24, 2012. His
essay “Postmodern fiction and information culture” was translated
into Korean and published in the Korean journal Twenty-First Century
Literature (summer 2012).
Joan Copjec, suny and uB distinguished Professor, published “the
sexual compact” in “vitalism and sexual difference,” a special issue
of Angelaki: Journal of the Theoretical Humanities (17:2, 2012) and
“the Original instrument,” a preface to Penumbra: Alternative Histories
of the Present, which she edited with sigi Jottkandt (re.press, 2012).
she was also invited to give a number of lectures, including “the image close-up: Kiarostami and the imaginal World” at the association
of canadian colleges and university teachers of english, May 2012;
“suspended Woman/estranged limbs” at the Museum of contemporary art in Barcelona spain, June-July 2012; and “Piety Movement;
forced or false?” at the Monoki conference, “What can Philosophy
say about the Present” in istanbul, turkey, november-december
2012. a turkish translation of her book Read My Desire: Lacan Against
the Historicists will be published in fall 2012.
Tim Dean, professor, will present “you disgust Me” at the university
of Warwick, united Kingdom, in May 2013.
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Walter hakala, assistant professor, is publishing an article, “languages as a Key to understanding afghan culture,” in the forthcoming
fall edition of Education About Asia. He presented “On equal terms:
Patronage in an early Mughal indo-Persian vocabulary,” at the conference on religion, Patronage, and reform in Modern south asia,
university of Pennsylvania, april 6, 2012. in the fall 2012 semester, he
presented a paper, “a sultan in the realm of Passion: coffee, Punning,
and lust in eighteenth-century delhi,” as part of the Humanities institute new faculty seminar series. the foundations of south asian
studies reading Group, for which he serves as coordinator, received
funding as a Humanities institute research Group for 2012-13, and
is devoting its fall semester discussions to Hindi, sanskrit, and urdu
literary history.
Bruce Jackson, suny distinguished Professor and James agee Professor of american culture, was named chevalier de l’Ordre national du
Merite by french president francois Hollande. He continues to serve
as an american editor for the french book series Terre Humaine as
well as an editor for Inter-Nord: revue international d’etudes arctiques.
Bruce also had a number of photographs published in Interno 4 out
of turin, italy.
arabella lyon, associate professor and interim director, center of
excellence in Writing, presented a piece from her book-in-progress
Writing an Empire: Comparative Rhetoric and the Origins of Chinese
Political Communication to the american academy in rome, italy as a
nation endowment of the Humanities fellow in summer 2012.
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andrade, lost colony: the untold story of china’s first Great victory
over the West, in the Historian; Brian Moloughney and Peter Zarrow,
eds., transforming History: the Making of a Modern academic discipline in twentieth-century china, in the Journal of Asian Studies,
fall 2012. des forges offered a mini-course in chinese on the topic
“Meiguo xuezhe dui Zhongguo lishi de yixie kanfa” [american approaches to chinese History] at Beijing shoudu shifan daxue lishi
xueyuan [History institute of capital normal university in Beijing]
consisting of five two-hour lectures followed by discussion over five
days, July 7-12, 2012.
andreas Daum, professor, convened – together with James J. sheehan, Hartmut lehmann, and Hartmut Berghof – in May 2012 an
international conference on émigré historians who left central europe
in the 1930s and made their careers in the united states, england,
and israel. this conference marked simultaneously the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the German Historical institute in Washington, dc.
scholars from the three countries mentioned as well as from Germany and the netherlands embarked on a stimulating exchange
that addressed, among others, the sociology of exile scholarship and
highlighted selected thematic fields, such as Holocaust research, that
émigré historians in the cold War era embarked on. a publication is
planned. daum also published an article on “the two German states
in the international World” in the new Oxford Handbook of Modern
German History, edited by Helmut Walser smith (Oxford university
Press, 2011).

howard Wolf, professor emeritus, will present “the role of the university in a Modern democracy” at tirana university, tirana, albania,
in mid-March 2013.

Department of Media Study
Tanya Shilina-Conte, adjunct professor, presented a guest lecture,
“Black screens, skins and veils: cinema and negative Mimesis,” for
the faculty and students in the Media theory and analysis program
at aalborg university in aalborg, denmark on October 26, 2012.
shilina-conte and Joseph Conte of the department of english were
hosts to an evening sponsored by the canadian-american studies
committee in the college of arts & sciences. the evening began with
a screening of You Don’t Like the Truth: Four Days Inside Guantánamo,
directed by luc côté and Patricio Henríquez, a documentary based on
security camera footage that reveals the encounter between a team of
canadian intelligence agents and canadian-born Omar Khadr, who
was detained in Guantánamo as an enemy combatant for ten years
after his capture in afghanistan at the age of fifteen in 2002. following the film, Professor Brenda longfellow of the department of film
at york university in toronto gave a lecture, “complex regimes Of
truth: surveillance and affect in You Don’t Like the Truth—Four Days
Inside Guantánamo,” and discussed the implications of the film and
the Khadr case, which now awaits a decision in the canadian courts,
with the audience in the center for the arts screening room. this was
the inaugural event of the interdisciplinary center for Global Media,
a collaboration between the departments of Media study and english
whose focus is the transmediation or crossover between established
and emerging forms of media, in an effort to promote innovative
thinking about global issues and foster transnational intellectual
exchange across borders and disciplines.

Department of History
roger Des Forges, professor, has had the seventh chapter of his book
Hsi-liang and the Chinese National Revolution (new Haven: yale university Press, 1973) translated as “sichuan zongdu xiliang de duizang
zhengce” [sichuan governor-general xiliang’s policies toward tibet]
in (Zhongguo bianjiang minzu yanjiu [studies of china’s frontier
regions and nationalities], no. 5, 2011.12, pp. 351-361. a conference paper titled “Qingdai shixuejia weihe jieshou li yan de gushi”
[Why did Qing Historians accept the li yan story?], was published
in a book titled Qingdai zhengzhi yu guojia rentong, [Politics and
national identity in the Qing dynasty], edited by Zhongguo renmin
daxue Qingshi yanjiu suo [chinese renmin university, institute of
Qing History (Beijing: social sciences academic Press, 2012), pp.
781-801. two book reviews by des forges are forthcoming: Keith

Department of Music
Cort lippe, associate professor of composition, received an invitation and travel grant to give a lecture and concert at the “lutherie et
electrons” festival, france. He also presented a lecture in the series
“recherche and création”, at the institut de recherche et coordination acoustique et Musique (ircaM) in Paris. He gave a two-week
course in interactive music at Kunitachi college of Music, tokyo,
served on the jury of 33rd annual international irino Prize for ensemble
composition competition in tokyo, and as a member of the nominating committee for the 2013 Kyoto Prize in Music. He had three
compositions performed in Portugal, two in Paris, three in tokyo,
as well as performances in Basel, seoul, and Belem, Brazil. He was
also a member of the music composition review panel for the 2013
fulbright scholar Peer review, and served on the artistic

Steven McCaffery, david Gray chair of Poetry and letters, presented
“the architectures of Poetry & vice versa” at university college, university of london, May 2012, and “sade’s Modernity” at the institute
anglais, universite de Paris viii, June 2012. He also performed from
carnival Panel iii for the first time in europe last June. Mccaffery also
published a number of essays and poems, including “a Poet’s Joyce”
in Praharfeast: James Joyce in Prague, eds. david vichnar, david spurr,
Michael Groden, Prague: litterari Pragensia; “a short scenario for
Geraldine Monk” in Gathered Here today (united Kingdom: Knives
forks and spoons Press); and a selection from “dark ladies” in the
Other Box anthology iv (Manchester, uK: the Other room Press).
Steven Miller, assistant professor, translated catherine Malabou’s
book The New Wounded: From Neurosis to Brain Damage (fordham
university Press, 2012) from french to english, and is currently working on a french-to-english translation of etienne Balibar’s Citizen
Subject and Other Essays in Political Anthropology (fordham university
Press).
Joseph Valente, professor, published “self-Queering ireland?” in The
Canadian Journal of Irish Studies.
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and scientific committees for the 6th toronto electroacoustic Music
symposium.
Department of Philosophy
Jiyuan yu, professor, was invited, as changjiang visiting professor,
to deliver eight lectures on socrates’ ethics at shandong university,
china in May and June 2012. He presented a paper, “feng yulan and
Greek Philosophy” at the conference “Western classics and Modern
china”, april 27-20 at the university of chicago Beijing center,
organized by the department of classics, university of chicago and
Beijing university, a paper entitled “transmission and innovation in
confucius” at the conference “commensurability between chinese
and Western Philospphies,” June 7-10, co-organised by Zhejing
university and the international society for chinese Philosophy, and
a paper on “Piety in socrates an confucius” at nishan forum, June
20-23. He was invited as external reviewers of the promotion dossiers
by chinese university of Hong Kong, national university of taiwan,
and national university of singapore.
Department of Psychology
Derek Daniels, associate professor, hosted a visiting scholar from são
Paulo state university (unesP) in Brazil. the student, silvia Gasparini,
is working toward her Ph.d. with Prof. José v. Menani in the department of Physiology and Pathology, which is part of the dental school
in the city of araraquara. Gasparini’s research focuses on the role that
parts of the hindbrain play in the control of salt intake. she came to
the daniels lab to analyze specific patterns in licking behavior in rats
that were highly motivated to drink salt solutions. Her four-month
visit was funded by the são Paulo research foundation.
Department of Romance Languages and Literatures
David Castillo, associate professor and chair, received an international travel Grant from the state department to deliver three talks
in Poland in October 2012 on the topics of “american landscapes,”
“Baroque Horrors,” and “cervantes and Political satire.” castillo has
several recent international publications: spectacle and topophilia:
reading early Modern and Postmodern Hispanic cultures (co-edited
with Bradley nelson). nashville: vanderbilt university Press, 2012;
“los zombies somos nosotros.” /revista cronotopio/ 33. august
2012, a single-authored article published in an online publication out
of colombia; the second is an essay co-authored with uB colleague
Kari Winter in a canada based journal: (with Kari Winter). “imperious freedom: the tangled narratives of anti-trafficking discourse.”
Left History: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Historical Inquiry and Debate
15, 2 (fall/Winter 2011): 63-82. in July 2012 castillo attended “”don
Quijote se encuentra con ché, Borat y otros habitantes de la carretera:
Proyecto pedagógico.” xxxii asamblea y congreso internacional de
aldeeu in cádiz, spain.
Department of Sociology
On august 1, 2012 Sampson lee Blair, associate professor and senior
editor of Contemporary Perspectives in Family Research, presented a
research paper at the biennial conference of the international sociological association. the 2012 conference was held in Buenos aires,
argentina, at the universidad de Buenos aires, with the conference
theme “social Justice and democratization.” His paper, “adolescents’
Occupational aspirations: the changing nature of family and individual influence,” uses two decades of survey data from high school
seniors to analyze the relative effect of family characteristics upon
teenagers’ career aspirations.
Department of Transnational Studies
Michael Frisch, professor of american studies, delivered a keynote
presentation at the international symposium on Public History:
“History and its Publics” at the university of sao Paulo, Brazil in July
2012. the symposium drew some 300 participants from Brazil and
other latin american countries. it was the first major public history
conference in that country, intended to draw together a great deal of
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innovative work under way, much of it community based and outside
universities, and to give this more visibility and legitimacy as a field of
both scholarship and practice. the title of frisch’s keynote was “Public
History is not a One-Way street, or from a shared authority to the
digital Kitchen and Back.”
in June 2012, Toni Pressley-Sanon, assistant professor, traveled to
the artibonite region of Haiti to begin research on her book project
on the topic of food sovereignty. While there, she visited a large
farmers’ cooperative that has existed in Haiti since the 1970’s and
talked with agronomists about traditional agricultural techniques, as
well as innovations in the planting, growing and harvesting process.
she also talked with farmers about some of challenges they face both
from human and natural elements. she returned to Haiti in fall 2012
for two months to continue with her research.
On October 17, 2012, Theresa runstedtler, associate professor,
participated in the canadian Book launch for her new book Jack
Johnson, Rebel Sojourner: Boxing in the Shadow of the Global Color Line
at a different Book list venue in downtown toronto, canada. in connection with the book launch runstedtler was interviewed on cBc’s
"Ontario today" and by Barry nicholls of the australian Broadcasting
association.
Department of Visual Studies
Elizabeth Otto, associate professor, published the following articles
on German visual culture: “siegfried Kracauer’s two art Histories,”
in culture in the anteroom: the legacies of siegfried Kracauer, ed.
Gerd Gemünden and Johannes von Moltke, ann arbor: the university
of Michigan Press, 2012, 128-48; “real Men Wear uniforms: Photomontage, Postcards, and Military visual culture in early twentiethcentury Germany,” contemporaneity 2:1 (2012); and “image as
investigation: sciences of the Otherworldly at the Bauhaus,” the
environmentalist 32 (May, 2012). another essay will be published in
Germany this fall: “der Berg ruft: landschaften des exils in Marianne
Brandts Malerei und fotografie in der Zeit des nationalsozialismus”
[the Mountain calls: landscapes of exiles in Marrianne Brandt’s
Painting and Photography during the national socialist Period], trans.
Wilhelm Werthern with adrian feustel, inge Hansen-schaberg, and
tobias Westermann, in frauen des Bauhauses während der ns-Zeit—
verfolgung und exil [Women of the Bauhaus in the nazi Period—Persecution and exile], ed. adrian feustel and inge Hansen-schaberg,
Munich: richard Boorberg verlag. and an expanded version of this
text will be published in english in History of Photography early in
2013 as “landscapes of escape: Marianne Brandt’s Painting and
Photography during the national socialist Period.” in fall 2012 Otto
gave several papers: “Bauhaus spectacles” (German studies association annual conference), “spiritual by design: the Otherworldly
Bauhaus” (society for literature, science, and the arts), and a talk on
Marianne Brandt’s photographic self portraiture at the “Photographic
self Portraiture by female Photographers, artists, and designers of
the 1920s” conference in Wuppertal Germany. in January (2013) she
will speak at the Bauhaus-archiv in Berlin on Bauhaus masculinities
in a symposium on gender at the Bauhaus. Otto is co-chairing a
double session on the topic of “central europe’s Others in art and
visual culture” for the Historians of German and european art and
architecture affiliated society of the college art association (caa),
held during caa’s annual conference in new york city this february.
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SChOOl OF DENTal MEDiCiNE
Michael glick, professor of Oral Medicine and dean, chaired the
“vision 2020” task team of fdi: World dental federation. the task
team, with representatives from several countries, presented its
much-anticipated vision 2020 document during a session of the
World Oral Health forum on 28 august 2012. vision 2020, the fruit
of nearly 12 months of sustained effort and debate, was well-received
by participants; the general consensus was that it constitutes a good
starting point for further reflection. it provides a snapshot of current
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developments and trends in population, public health and dental
medicine, analyses scenarios and highlights challenges and opportunities for the dental profession.
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
for the 16th year, the department, in cooperation with the Office of
continuing dental education hosted a group of 30 italian dentists/
surgeons and dental hygienists giving them a one-week continuing
education course in surgical anatomy and implant dentistry for the
dentists/surgeons and an advanced dental hygiene course for the
dental hygienists in conjunction with erie county community college
(ecc). the course is sponsored by sweden and Martina company in
italy. this year the course was dedicated to the memory of the previous chairman of the department who unexpectedly passed away one
week before the course was to be given, dr. Joseph Margarone, Jr.,
who was instrumental in initiating and organizing the first meeting
16 years ago. it will now be known as the dr. Joseph e. Margarone,
Jr. Memorial international implant seminar. this year’s courses were
given from July 30, 2012 - august 3, 2012
graDUaTE SChOOl OF EDUCaTiON
Department of Educational Leadership and Policy
greg Dimitriadis, professor, delivered two recent invited international talks: at the third "engaging with vietnam" conference, at
vietnam national university, Hanoi, vietnam in and at the second
international conference on Popular culture and education, Hong
Kong institute of education, Hong Kong, both in 2011.
Stephen Jacobson, professor, gave the following two papers presented at the european conference on educational research in
cadiz, spain (september 18-21 2012): “leadership sustainability,
resilience and preparation: lessons from the american and australian
issPP cases,” encarncion Garza, university of texas at san antonio,
david Gurr, university of Melbourne, stephen Jacobson and ryan
schoenfeld, university at Buffalo; and “comparative Perspectives
on leadership Preparation for Organizational learning, instructional leadership, and culturally responsive Practice,” rose ylimaki,
university of arizona, and stephen Jacobson. Jacobson is also the
invited lead guest editor (with lauri Johnson of Boston college) of a
special issue of the Journal of Educational Administration (Jea) – which
will come out in January 2013, entitled: “leadership Preparation in
international contexts.” Jea is an international journal published
by emerald. in this special issue, Jacobson will have the following
article: ylimaki, r. & Jacobson, s. (forthcoming, 2013), comparative
perspectives on school leadership practice and preparation, Journal
of educational administration.
Department of Learning and Instruction
Ming Ming Chiu, professor, has collaborated with international colleagues to show that whether a 4th grader can read mostly depends
on the country in which s/he lives (“ecological, psychological, and
cognitive components of reading difficulties: testing the component
model of reading in fourth graders across 38 countries” published
in Journal of learning disabilities), country economy, culture and
school factors affect classroom discipline in 41 countries (“classroom
discipline across 41 countries: school, economic, and cultural differences” published in Journal of cross-cultural Psychology), canadian
teachers’ self-efficacy rises and then falls over time and is related to
whether they plan to continue teaching (“the occupational commitment and intention to quit of practicing and pre-service teachers:
influence of self-efficacy, job stress, and teaching context published in
contemporary educational Psychology), small music company ceOs
in the netherlands who are interested in music earn lower profits
(“love me tender: new entry in popular music published in Journal
of Organizational change Management). He has also presented his
research findings in international conferences in sydney, Hong Kong
and vancouver.
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Wen guo, an ed.M. student in teaching english to speakers of Other
languages (tesOl), was awarded the Judith t. Melamed fellowship
for 2012 in september by the english language institute. Originally
from china, Guo will be graduating from uB in february 2013. Judith
t. Melamed was the director of uB’s foreign student english Program
from 1963 to 1964. later she became a professor in the department
of learning and instruction. Melamed’s family established the fellowship in her memory in 1989.
Sarah a. robert, assistant professor and social studies education Program coordinator, was elected treasurer of the american educational
researcher association’s special interest Group (siG) on teachers’
Work and teachers union for 2012-2013. the siG brings together
researchers, activists, and unionists from around the globe involved
in examining and supporting the work of educating students. it also
offers a virtual space and a yearly meeting at which members can
compare and contrast current issues related to reform of teachers
work and their collective bargaining units. robert was selected as a
north american regional representative for the Gender and education association (Gea). Based out of the uK, the association works
to challenge and eradicate sexism and gender inequality within and
through education. Members are teachers, university faculty, public
policy makers, and activists from around the world. as the regional
representative, robert is tasked with connecting interested individuals with the association and supporting related projects funded by
Gea in the u.s.
X. Christine Wang, associate professor, visited the university of Hong
Kong under the fvs (research visitor scheme) from July 9 to July 19,
2012. during her visit, Wang conducted two seminar presentations to
faculty and students at the faculty of education: “exploring a comprehensive model for early childhood vocabulary instruction: a design
experiment,” invited presentation at the university of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong on July 13; xhrist, t., & Wang, x. c. “vocabulary meaning derivation from read-aloud contexts in kindergarten,” an invited
presentation at the university of Hong Kong, Hong Kong on July 17.
Wang also discussed a few projects related to the Hong Kong preprimary voucher scheme (PPvs) with Hui li, nirmala rao, and their
post-doctoral fellow eva chen. the efforts have focused on further
development of 3a (accessibility, affordability, and accountability)
framework and planning follow-up studies on the impact of PPvs
in early childhood education, specifically on the quality of teaching
staff, children’s development, diversity and equality of ece. follow up
plans include: Wang will assist chen to develop a seed grant proposal
and conduct a small-scale study in fall 2012. Based on the small
scale study, dr. Wang will assist li and chen to develop a Grf-PPr
proposal in november 2012; the team is planning to form a pan-asia
research interesting group on ece voucher and develop cross-nation
comparison research projects in late 2012.Potential outlets for the
work include research journal articles, a journal special issue or an
edited book projects. these projects will help foster sustainable and
long-term collaboration between Wang and the early childhood research team at the faculty of education. in addition, Wang met three
doctoral students individually and provided constructive feedback
and suggestions on their dissertation projects and academic careers.
Randall Yerrick, professor and apple distinguished educator, delivered
a keynote address at the inaugural international conference for the
strategic alliance for Global education held in singapore on august
16, 2012. His presentation “requisite teacher Knowledge for succeeding in 21st century learning environments” addressed the rise
of 1:1 initiatives in asian schools and the likelihood of classroom
transformation given the current focus on professional development. yerrick also gave a keynote address at the Jubilee international
educational symposium for Mobile learning: i.t. in the teaching
and learning Process hosted at lasalle college, Hong Kong. His
talk, “leading in the age of 21st century teaching and learning: an
ultimate challenge Based learning venture,” given alongside that of
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Hong Kong’s Minister of education’s Keynote was intended to challenge teachers to refocus attention on successful teaching strategies
that lead to desired learning outcomes rather than the current attention on recently developed tools. yerrick also gave three other invited
keynote addresses in Kowloon, Hong Kong, and singapore including “teaching science in the 21st century science classroom,” and
“science education reform: teaching from what we know/learning
from what we don’t,” and also “Mobile technologies and Web 2.x?
science.”
in addition to speaking engagements, yerrick also facilitated
professional development trainings, research/teaching events, and
workshops for teachers in china, singapore, Jakarta, and Hong Kong.
some of the facilitated events combined the efforts of math and
science teachers together in interdisciplinary workshops to design
and implement experiential learning emphasis recently adopted by
the Ministry of education in singapore. Math and science teachers
together devised data collection schemes around real world problems and multidisciplinary ways to asses and solve problems. the
General director of singapore Ministry of education in singapore
was in attendance to assess effectiveness of experiential learning
model. among the other schools yerrick provided professional development opportunities were: singapore american school, canberra
Primary school, raffles Girls school, singapore school of science and
technology, international school of Beijing, international Middle
school of singapore, rdfZ xishan school of Beijing, river valley
High school, edgefield secondary school, singapore, Beijing city
international school, anglo chinese secondary school of singapore,
and renaissance college, Kowloon, Hong Kong. research conducted
in many of these site visits seeks to identify effective inquiry strategies
practiced by math and science teachers implementing mobile data
collection and analysis devices.
SChOOl OF ENgiNEEriNg aND aPPliED SCiENCES
Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering
Paschalis alexandridis, uB distinguished Professor and acting associate dean for research and graduate education, visited the department
of Pure and applied chemistry, faculty of science and technology,
tokyo university of science (tus), in May 2012, at the invitation of
Professors Hideki sakai and Marahiko abe. He held discussions with
faculty and students, and had the opportunity to meet with the tus
President, akira fujishima. in the context of his trip to Japan, alexandridis delivered an invited lecture on “Block copolymer assemblies in
selective solvents: nanoscale Organization enables Health, environment, and energy applications” at the 14th international association
of colloid and interface scientists (iacis) conference held in sendai.
He presented seminars on the topic “nanostructured Polymers and
solvents Opportunities in Health, environment, and energy applications” at the department of chemical and Material engineering,
shinshu university, hosted by associate Professor toshio sakai, and
at the department of applied chemistry, Kyushu university, hosted
by Professor Masahiro Goto. alexandridis also lectured on “Phase
Behavior, structure, and dynamics of Poloxamer amphiphilic Block
copolymers” at the shiseido co., ltd., skincare Product research &
development center in yokohama.
Department of Civil, Structural and Environmental Engineering
the department recently delivered an intensive course on bridge
design for civil engineers in costa rica. introduction to Bridge design
was a cooperative effort between the university of costa rica in san
José and the university at Buffalo. the lanaMMe (national laboratory of Materials and structural Models) is a non-profit research and
consultancy center at the university of costa rica. it provides technical support to the government, providing instruction, research and
technology transfer in all areas of transportation including bridge
engineering. the bridge unit was recently established to oversee the
efforts of the costa rican government on inspection, maintenance
and rehabilitation of existing bridges and the design of new bridges.
the one week course was taught June 18-22, 2012 by Mr. Paul fossier,
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a professional engineer with 32 years of experience in bridge design.
twenty-six engineers from the public and private sector took part
in the course. the speaker drew from his education and practical
experience to explain the fundamentals of bridge design and the application of this knowledge to the design of both concrete and steel
bridges. uB’s Bridge engineering program was established in 2009
under the guidance of george C. lee, suny distinguished Professor
and dean emeritus.
Department of Computer Science and Engineering
Chunming Qiao, professor, the lead Pi on a nsf cyber Physical
systems project on smart transportation systems, visited the research
institute of Highway, Ministry of transportation in china in Beijing
china on aug 17th and discussed research activities. He also gave an
invited talk on the smart transportation system project at HongKong
Polytech university, Hongkong on aug 23rd, toured their testbed facility, and discussed possible collaboration activities.
Shambhu Upadhyaya, professor, visited the following four institutions in January 2012 as part of his sabbatical leave in spring 2012: (1)
c.r. rao advanced institute of Mathematics, statistics and computer
science (aiMscs) at Hyderabad, india where he conducted a weeklong workshop on cyber security; this was attended by aiMscs researchers, faculty and students from regional universities and research
centers in india; (2) indian institute of technology at Hyderabad,
india where collaboration opportunities were discussed with the
director of the institute; (3) institute for development and research
in Banking technology (idrBt) at Hyderabad, india where cyber
security research and possible future collaboration were discussed;
and (4) indian institute of technology at Bhubaneswar, india where
he conducted a week-long short course on cyber security.
the above activities resulted in generating two MOus (one with iit
Hyderabad and one with iit Bhubaneswar) for future collaborations
and were signed by uB President satish tripathi and the respective
directors of the iits in June and July, 2012 respectively. it also resulted
in a week-long international Program on information assurance and
Management for executives of Banks and financial institutions, jointly
hosted by ceisare and cuBs in august 2012 at uB.
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Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
On sept. 21, 2012, Deborah D. l. Chung, niagara Mohawk Professor, gave a lecture in university of toronto, jointly sponsored by Munk
school of Global affairs (university of toronto) and the university
of toronto libraries. the lecture is titled “Modern chinese history
as witnessed by its contemporaries.” the content is based on the
autobiography Piloted to Serve of chung’s late mother, rebecca chan
chung (World War ii u.s. veteran who served as a nurse in the flying
tigers, u.s. army and the china national aviation corporation). the
book is coauthored by deborah chung
iNSTiTUTE FOr rESEarCh aND EDUCaTiON
ON WOMEN aND gENDEr
the institute announces the establishment of the new isabel s. Marcus international research fellowship, established to recognize the
distinguished contributions to research and education on women and
gender of Professor isabel s. Marcus, co-founder and co-director of
the Gender institute (1997-2003) and recipient of uB’s 2012 award
for Outstanding contributions to international education (see p.14).
the isabel s. Marcus international research fellowship is a $3,000
award that will be conferred for the first time in spring 2013 to a
graduate student to support and encourage research by and/or about
women outside of the united states.
laW SChOOl
David Westbrook, professor and floyd H. and Hilda l. Hurst faculty
scholar, has been asked to host a digital “conference” for the World
economics association, “rethinking financial Markets: social capitalism, economies of Money, and custodial regulation” in november
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2012 (the title echoes the title of Westbrook’s latest book, rethinking
Our financial Markets.) Participants hale from around the world, and
include prominent central bankers, economists, and social scientists.
in June 2012 Westbrook spoke at Berle iv, the fourth conference
on corporate law put on by the Berle center at seattle university,
in conjunction with the university of london, uK. this conference
brought together scholars from europe and the united states to discuss the nature (and possibilities and limitations) of the corporation
as an institution. Proceedings will appear in the seattle law review.
Westbrook gave the first keynote address to “workshop” for regulators, practitioners, and academics, “regulatory culture: compliance,
risk Management and accountability in the aftermath of liBOr,”
in sydney, australia, October 26, 2012. the event is hosted by the
centre for law, Markets & regulation at the university of new south
Wales, and by the law firm allens.
SChOOl OF MaNagEMENT
Department of Operations Management and Strategy
Jun ru, assistant professor, presented an invited research paper
entitled “retailer vs. vendor-managed inventory and customers’
store loyalty” at the international conference of the institute for
Operations research and the Management sciences (infOrMs)
held in Beijing, china in June 2012. ru’s research paper entitled
“store Brand and supply chain Power” was also presented there
by his co-author. this conference was organized by the infOrMs
society in conjunction with the Operations research society of
china and tsinghua university. it carries a particular focus on Or/Ms
for a sustainable world and is a showcase of relevant research that
addresses the challenges and opportunities in the Or/Ms context.
in July 2012, ru attended the fifth international annual conference
of the chinese scholars association for Management science and
engineering (csaMse) in suzhou, china, organized by the chinese
scholars association for Management science and engineering in
collaboration with columbia university, nanjing university and etc.
the theme of the conference is in search for winning operations
strategies. His two papers, “retailer vs. vendor-managed inventory
and customers’ store loyalty” and “Managing risks of information
asymmetry and demand uncertainty in assembly supply chains”
were presented there.
SChOOl OF MEDiCiNE aND BiOMEDiCal SCiENCES
Department of Biochemistry
gail r. Willsky, professor, has been the co-director of the Peru site
for an niH Minority Health and Health disparities international research training Grant (MHirt) awarded to san diego state university (robert Pozos, Pi) since 2011. the laboratory studies medicinal
plants and plant mixtures used by the curanderos of northern Peru
to treat infectious disease. in 2011 rachel M. Simpson and rachel
M. Ochotny, uB 2nd year Medical students, were awarded research
fellowships from sMBs to work in Peru and presented their work at
the annual Medical student research forum in January 2011. rachel
M. Ochotny’s poster concerning the toxicity results received 3 rd
place honors. rachel M. simpson, who worked on the microbiology
aspects of the project, is now part of the sMBs MstP Program. also
in 2011 russell J. Van Coevering iii, a recipient of a Bs degree from
uB Biochemistry and currently a uB first year medical student, volunteered to work in the Peru lab while lai-har Chi from the uB
toxicology researchcenter went to Peru to help get the laboratory studies started. in 2012 abigail Besch, a second year medical
student, also received fellowship money from the uB sMBs for the
microbiology portion of the work and canaan d. coppola a senior
Biochemistry major volunteered in the laboratory. John K. Crane (uB
Medicine and Microbiology and immunology) is also a collaborator
on this project and under his sponsorship both rachel M. Ochotny
and abigail Besch received additional funding from the infectious
disease society of america. also in 2012, Keith Willner (a second
year Medical student) received a fellowship from the stony Brook
school of Medicine to study the phytochemistry of the plant extracts
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in trujillo. this project builds upon many years of ethnobotany and
medical anthropologogy work by dr. rainer W. Bussmann, director
of the William l Brown center of the Missouri Botanical Garden
and douglas sharon (co-director of MHirt Peru), an anthropologist
currently affiliated with both sdsu and MOBOt. Microbiology and
toxicology (using brine shrimp) studies are done in the faculty of
chemical engineering at the universidad nacional de trujillo, while
phytochemical studies are carried out in the faculty of Medicine at
the universidad Privado antenor Orrego in trujillo. the project has
many Peruvian colleagues. the MHirt students trained are mostly
from san diego state university and university of california, Berkeley.
Department of Medicine
Supriya D. Mahajan, assistant professor, division of allergy, immunology and rheumatology, was awarded a fulbright-nehru senior
research scholarship 2011-2012 to work in Pune, india at the national aids research institute (nari). Mahajan’s study highlighted
the clinical significance of host genetic variation in the tnf-/-238G/a
promoter polymorphism that is associated with Hiv-1 lipodystrophy
progression in the ethnically and viral strain (Hiv clade c) distinct Hiv
patient cohort in india. Her study showed a two-fold increase in the
incidence of this single nucleotide polymorphism (tnf-/-238G/a) in
this population and a corresponding modulation in the expression
levels of this specific protein, thereby altering the metabolic milieu
resulting in increased progression of Hiv-1 lipodystrophy and related
complications. Her major collaborators at the nari included ramesh
Paranjape (director, nari) and r. Gangakhedkar. the research findings of this study are being submitted as a full manuscript to the
Journal of acquired immune deficiency syndromes (Jaids). additionally, Mahajan plans to submit a research proposal to the u.s.–india
educational foundation (usief) sponsored unding initiative called
the Obama-singh 21 st century Knowledge initiative (Osi), that
would allow a continuum of the productive research collaborative
partnership established between uB and nari and allow exchange
of research ideas and visiting scholars between our two institutions.
during her fulbright scholarship, Mahajan was selected by usief for
the fulbright scholar south central asia (sca) regional program,
that allowed her to present her research work at the center for Molecular dynamics-Kathmandu, nepal. Mahajan was hosted by sameer
M. dixit, director, center for Molecular dynamics, nepal, and team
leader of the nepal Biotechnology center Project, nepal-Ministry of
science and technology - nepal Health research council and founding Member of nepal Public Health foundation and together they
have embarked on several joint research initiatives
Department of Otolaryngology
Jens Ponikau, assistant professor and director of the Gromo institute
for airway inflammation, made his third trip within four years to iran,
this time as the keynote speaker at the Middle eastern rhinology
congress, where he gave four talks.
Department of Physiology and Biophysics
Joan S. Baizer, associate professor, visited the laboratory of one of her
collaborators, fahad sultan in tubingen, Germany and gave a talk to
his department, the department of cognitive neurology, at tubingen
university. sultan is especially interested in the dentate nucleus of
the cerebellum and collaborative experiments are supported by his
present grant. One of his students came to work in Baizer’s laboratory
for two weeks in fall 2012 after the annual society for neuroscience
meeting. in september 2012, Baizer visited another collaborator,
sandra Witelson, at McMaster university in Hamilton, Ontario. Witelson has generously shared an invaluable resource, providing human
tissue from the Witelson normal Brain collection. Witelson and Baizer
have published several papers based on experiments using this tissue.
Department of Psychiatry
Werner Ceusters, professor and director of the Ontology research
Group, nys center of excellence in Bioinformatics and life sciences,
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co-authored two papers which were presented at the international
conference on Biomedical Ontology, Graz, austria, July 22-25, 2012:
Wanting what we don’t want to want; representing addiction in
interoperable bio-ontologies, and representing mental functioning:
Ontologies for mental health and disease. He gave a 3-hour tutorial as
part of the Medical informatics europe conference (Mie 2012), Pisa,
italy, august 26, 2012 on realism-Based Ontology for integrating individually compiled Biomedical data repositories. On august 27, he
presented at the same conference the paper an information artifact
Ontology Perspective on data collections and associated representational artifacts. cuesters also organized a meeting in Milan, italy
on sept 1 2012 with his collaborators from the united Kingdom,
sweden, and italy on his niH-funded r01 grant project OPMQol:
an ontology for pain and related disability, mental health and quality of life. He was further selected as external reviewer for the nova
scotia Health research foundation’s 2012-13 grant competition and
became member of the Program committee for the eight australasian
Ontology Workshop 2012, sydney, australia, 4 december 2012.
SChOOl OF NUrSiNg
Sung-heui Bae, assistant professor, went to Port-au-Prince in Haiti
from June 25 – July 1, 2012 for a medical relief mission. she helped
provide healthcare to 220 Haitians in both city and rural areas.
Susan grinslade, clinical professor, presented at the sigma theta tau
23rd international nursing research congress in Brisbane, australia
over the summer. the title of her presentation was “development of
Model using sociocognitive variables to explain self-care in Women
with type 2 diabetes.” While there she also consulted with Kay edgecombe and other faculty and nurses at flinders university in adelaide,
australia on the dedicated education unit (deu).
SChOOl OF PUBliC hEalTh aND hEalTh PrOFESSiONS
Department of Biostatistics
alan hutson, professor and chair, has been named an associate editor for the Sri Lankan Journal of Applied Statistics in order to raise the
international profile of the journal. C.r. rao, research professor, also
serves on the advisory board of this journal.
Center for Assistive Technology
Joseph P. lane, director, gave three invited presentations at the august 2012 biennial meeting of the association for rehabilitation and
assistive technology in australia (2012) in sydney. the three related
sessions addressed generating new knowledge—“closing the gap
between university r&d and industry products”—communicating
that knowledge—“a strategy to communicate research findings to
stakeholders”—and measuring knowledge use—“an rct comparing
three communication strategies on knowledge use.”
Department of Community Health and Health Behavior
an article in the current issue of the lancet by gary giovino, professor and chair, and his colleagues calls for stronger implementation of
policies that will decrease tobacco use initiation, promote quitting,
and protect nonsmokers from the toxic chemicals in tobacco smoke
pollution. the article is based on the largest—in terms of the number
of people represented and the number of indicators on which data
are presented—tobacco use prevalence study ever reported in scientific literature. Giovino serves as chair of the Questionnaire review
committee and the analysis committee of the Global adult tobacco
survey (Gats). He and his research team examined Gats data from
nationally representative household surveys of individuals aged 15
years and older conducted during 2008 – 2010 in 14 low-and middle
income countries (Bangladesh, Brazil, china, egypt, india, Mexico,
Philippines, Poland, russia, thailand, turkey, ukraine, uruguay, and
vietnam). from this, they estimated 15 indicators of tobacco use.
they compared weighted point estimates and 95% confidence intervals of tobacco use in the Gats countries with estimates from the
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2008 united Kingdom General Household survey and the 2006/2007
united states tobacco use supplement to the current Population
survey. altogether, approximately three billion people aged 15 years
and older live in these countries—representing approximately 60% of
the world’s population of people aged 15 years and older. this report
comes at a time when many nations are debating key policy initiatives and, according to Giovino, governments around the world need
to start giving economic and regulatory advantage to agricultural
products that promote health instead of to products, like tobacco,
that kill people.
Department of Occupational Therapy
Kimberley Persons, clinical assistant professor, and three occupational therapy students traveled to chernivtsi, ukraine where
they partnered with occupational therapists and students from the
university of utah and resOurce foundation to provide therapy
interventions to children and adults with disabilities. in this developing country, rehabilitation services are non-existent. during their two
week stay, they were able to provide services to over 75 clients, who
would not otherwise receive services, in hospitals, nursing homes,
orphanages, clinics, and client’s homes. interventions focused on
direct intervention to increase the client’s independence, patient and
caregiver education to continue home programs and prevent further
complications, and locating or constructing adaptive equipment. in
addition, Persons presented a series of lectures on rehabilitation at
the Bukovina state Medical university in ukraine.
Department of Social and Preventative Medicine
Pavani Kalluri ram, associate professor, has received a $411,000
grant from the centers for disease control and Prevention to investigate hand hygiene among highly vulnerable populations affected by
humanitarian emergencies. diarrhea and acute respiratory infections
account for nearly 30% of deaths among children displaced due to
humanitarian emergencies, with diarrhea causing up to 40% of child
deaths in acute emergency settings. the project “Waterless hand
sanitizer for diarrhea prevention in a humanitarian emergency” will
evaluate the impact and acceptability of waterless hand sanitizers
and other options for hand cleansing in the context of an ongoing
humanitarian emergency in a refugee camp in sub-saharan africa.
intense crowding, acute and chronic malnutrition, and poor sanitation infrastructure contribute to the high burden of diarrhea and
acute respiratory infection. in the humanitarian emergency context,
a waterless method of improving hand hygiene could overcome
water supply concerns, requires less frequent replenishment than
water, and represents an efficient method of hand cleansing at critical
times. ram’s work focuses on the prevention and treatment of diarrheal disease and acute respiratory infections, the two leading causes
of death among children less than five years old in resource-poor
settings. she and her team have conducted randomized controlled
trials to evaluate the impact of handwashing promotion on behavior
and health, and have substantial expertise in the measurement of
handwashing behavior using both direct and proxy measures. in the
humanitarian emergencies project, dr. ram’s collaborators include
fredrick donde, a Water, sanitation, and Hygiene specialist at unicef Kenya country Office, and dr. lauren Blum, a medical anthropologist whose research focuses on examining how cultural beliefs
and behaviors affect exposure to infectious disease. epidemiology
graduate students and research scientists from uB will also take part
in the research. the use of waterless hand cleansers is innovative in
the humanitarian emergency context, where plentiful water supplies
can be difficult to maintain. this novel approach to hand cleansing is
portable and time-efficient. dr. ram and the team hope to establish
the evidence base for the effectiveness of waterless hand sanitizer
in the humanitarian emergency context in order to influence policy
for cleansing products in hygiene kits and hygiene promotion. the
cdc funding to uB coincides with the 5th anniversary of Global
Handwashing day, celebrated worldwide on October 15, 2012.
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SChOOl OF SOCial WOrK
lisa Butler, associate professor, participated as a founding member of
the steering committee for the international coalition of trauma-informed Health care at Women’s college Hospital in toronto, canada.

of how people exit the sex trade. Barbara rittner, professor, is the
chair of her dissertation committee. Wilson together with filomena
critelli and rittner published a paper titled, “sex trafficking: transcultural issues” in the Journal of Global social Work Practice.

Filomena Critelli, associate professor, was invited to contribute
an entry on domestic violence in Pakistan for the encyclopedia of
Women and islamic cultures that was published by Brill, an international press. she presented a poster titled “the empowerment
process: experiences of women seeking domestic violence services
in Pakistan” at the Joint World conference on social Work and social
development in stockholm, sweden. she published “Between law
and custom: Women, family law and marriage in Pakistan” in the
Journal of Comparative Studies (an international journal based in
calgary, canada). critelli’s book chapter “a world beyond the veil:
Pursuing gender equality in Pakistan” was published by a group of
international scholars in Gender, religion, and education in a chaotic
post-modern world (springer).

Deborah Waldrop, professor, presented “Hospice decision-making:
a conceptual framework” at the 19th international congress of Palliative care in Montreal, canada.

laura greyber, doctoral candidate, will be presenting a poster
titled “a pilot study of a health and wellness intervention on BMi for
adolescent females with severe emotional disorders and histories of
trauma within a residential treatment facility” at the 11 th World congress for Psychosocial rehabilitation in sao Paolo, Brazil. Catherine
Dulmus, professor and associate dean, is the chair of her dissertation
committee.
Kathleen Kost, associate professor travelled to tanzania to meet
with community partners in the Mara region, near lake victoria.
she was awarded a civic engagement fellowship to survey district
and village leaders to determine their level of awareness, knowledge
and engagement in a multi-faceted, multi-disciplinary community
development project. Kost also traveled to dar es salaam where she
met with staff at the national Hospital to finalize a collaborative study
abroad agreement between the Principal institute of social Work and
the uB school of social Work.
laura lewis, director of field education, developed a partnership
with a professor from Moldova who will be a visiting scholar at uB
during spring semester 2013. they are co-teaching a course module
and bringing their students together. she is also presenting with the
suny center for Online international learning at a regional nafsa
association of international educators conference.
Eugene Maguin, director of data analysis, together with Catherine
Dulmus and amy Manning presented a poster titled “school violence prevention programming: does the intent of a study matter?”
at the campbell collaboration colloquium, copenhagen, denmark.
amy Manning, alumna, Catherine Dulmus, professor and associate
dean for research, and Bruce Nisbet presented a paper titled “using a four factor scoring methodology with the Pediatric symptom
checklist to reduce type 2 error” at the 12th international congress
of Behavioral Health in Budapest, Hungary.
Kelly Patterson, assistant professor, presented a poster titled “the
most vulnerable people in the most blighted urban neighborhoods:
Poor seniors in subsidized housing” at the Joint World conference on
social Work and social development in stockholm, sweden.
hilary Weaver, professor and associate dean for academic affairs,
made two presentations at the Joint World congress on social Work
and social development in stockholm, sweden. they were titled “indigenous understandings of climate change” and “violence in the
lives of native american women: challenging the on-going impact
of colonization.”

UNiVErSiTy liBrariES
this past summer, Jill hackenberg, associate librarian, and Cindy
Ehlers, senior assistant librarian, took part in the pre-academic orientation program offered to the Humphrey fellows through the uB
english language institute (eli) (see pp. 13-14). they taught the 21
international fellows about information literacy — how to effectively
conduct library research, and discussed how american libraries differ
from the libraries in their home countries. frequently, international
students have limited or no experience using subscription databases
such as those offered through the uB libraries and benefit from the
hands-on experience these classes provide.
Christopher hollister, associate librarian, was invited to present for
students in the department of library and information studies at
sookmyung Women’s university, in seoul, south Korea, on October
10, 2012. the title of his talk was “reference librarianship and information literacy instruction in the large academic library.” Hollister
spoke for an hour or so and answered students’ questions.
Pamela M. rose, web services and library promotion coordinator
at the Health sciences library, launched the donation Programs for
Book, Journals and Media web page in 1998 with the goal of making
visible the need of institutions and organizations all over the world
that desperately needed donations of books, journals and other media. the idea for the page grew out of frustration with print resources
that became outdated very quickly due to the ephemeral nature of
both need and programs. donors who approached the Health sciences library with gift books that the library could not accept were often referred to programs that distributed books worldwide, but were
frequently deterred because they failed to achieve contact. currently,
the donations Program web page includes over 120 individual listings
in 36 countries, including organizations that collect and redistribute
materials to many countries. Many requests aer received to list donation programs on the web page. the most modest initiatives have
equal footing with larger international efforts; programs range from
the broadly-based and long-standing "Books for the World" project to
the rehmania Public library, a tiny initiative begun by a few dedicated
local residents in a remote area of Pakistan.
Frederick Stoss, associate librarian. attended the Green aruba iii
conference at the invitation of the Government of aruba. With
a theme of “smart and sustainable,” this year’s conference was
dedicated to alternative energy strategies on this island nation. stoss
presented baseball caps emblazoned with the uB Bulls mascot and
the word, “Buffalo” to the conference sponsoring ministers and
moderators, the sponsors of the Green education symposium, and
the Prime Minister of aruba, Mr. Mike eman White. stoss also participated in the first symposium of the caribbean energy, environmental
and sustainability education (ceesed) program in October, 2012.
the symposium reached out to more than 2000 aruban high school
students and students from the post-high school professional training institute. stoss’s presentation, “ceesed: Grabbing sustainable
ideas for schools in aruba,” provided a rationale and call to action
for students to involve themselves in a variety of steM and other
learning activities by exploring their interests in “things green” and
building sustainability in the environments where people live, work,
go to school and play.

Bincy Wilson, doctoral candidate, is conducting a cross cultural study
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OFFiCE OF ThE ViCE PrOVOST FOr
iNTErNaTiONal EDUCaTiON
International Enrollment Management
Steven l. Shaw, assistant vice provost and
director of international admissions, was a
presenter at the nafsa region x conference
in niagara falls, ny in november 2012. He
was a panelist for the session, “the state of
Bologna.”
International Student and Scholar Services
Chris Bragdon, international student advisor and manager of walk-in services, served
as a trainer for the intermediate f-1 student
advising Pre-conference Workshop at the
nafsa region x conference in niagara
falls, ny in november 2012. designed for
international student advisors with at least
15 months of experience, the day-long workshop covered such topics as maintenance of
status, employment, transfers and reinstatement. co-presented with colleagues from the
university of rochester, rochester institute of
technology and rutgers, the state university of new Jersey, this interactive workshop
helped participants hone their advising skills
and look more critically at the complex factors that guide their work.
Ellen Dussourd, assistant vice provost and
director, served on the nafsa: association
of international educators’ f-3 task force
during the 2011-12 academic year. the
task force documented and defined issues
surrounding the issuance of f-3 visas and
i-94 cards to international students on the
southern border. it further explored the
discrepancy in practices along the northern
border which stem from the fact that no
regulations were written to implement the
“Border commuter student act of 2002“.
the task force’s work culminated in a paper
outlining recommendations for f-3 regulations. dussourd was a presenter for a session titled “Best Practices: assisting Border
commuter students on the u.s.-canadian
and u.s.-Mexican Borders” at the annual
nafsa conference in Houston, texas in May
2012. she also chaired and co-presented an
updated version of the same presentation at
the nafsa region x conference in niagara
falls, ny in november 2012.
Emily Quackenbush, sevis coordinator, copresented a session titled “international student Work authorization: When is a student
Working Without authorization vs. When
is a student volunteering?”at the nafsa
region x conference in niagara falls, ny
in november 2012. the session focused on
the intersection between u.s. department of
labor and f-1 immigration regulations, and
explored topics such as “work” as “unpaid
interns” and “work for no pay” as it pertains
to employer violation of the minimum wage
laws.
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Office of the Vice Provost
Stephen C. Dunnett, professor and vice
provost, was a presenter at the annual conference of the european association for international education (eaie) in dublin, ireland
in september 2012. His session was entitled
“engaging with asia: Proven Practices and
strategies.” dunnett was an invited luncheon
plenary speaker at the annual nafsa region
x conference in niagara falls, new york
in november 2012. His talk was entitled,
“navigating Global currents,” which was the
theme for the conference.
John J. Wood, senior associate vice provost,
presented at a panel session at the annual
conference of the european association for
international education in dublin, ireland
in september 2012. the session was titled
“internationalization and Higher education
institutions’ impact on local economic development.” in October 2012 Wood was
appointed as a member-at-large to the Board
of the test of english as a foreign language
(tOefl) for a four-year term of service.
Owned and administered by the educational
testing service of Princeton,nJ, tOefl is the
most commonly used standardized test of
english language proficiency in the world.
in order to be admitted to uB, international
students who are non-native speakers of english must achieve a specific minimum score
on the tOefl. in december 2012 Wood
presented at a session, “Preparing Graduate
students for a Global Workforce,” at the annual conference of the council of Graduate
schools in Washington, dc.
Study Abroad Programs
Mary Odrzywolski, director, was a presenter at the nafsa region x conference in
niagara falls, ny in november 2012. she
was part of a panel session titled “establishing Best Practices for faculty leading
shortterm Programs.” Odrzywolski has
been appointed on an interim basis to the
executive committee of the suny council
on international education. c

COrrECTiON
On page 7 of the spring 2012 issue,
it was reported that Peter Biehl “is
the first recipient of the [chancellor’s
award for internationalization] since
2003 when the university received
funding for projects in Brazil, Haiti
and turkey.” this is incorrect. two uB
faculty members, Joseph Mook and
Maria Horne, received the chancellor’s award for internationalization in
2005-2006 for programs in thailand
and romania, respectively. the editor
regrets this error.
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PrOUD SUPPOrTEr OF STUDy aBrOaD aT UB

u

ntil her recent retirement, Bonnie s. Ott,
associate professor
emeritus in the school of
architecture and Planning,
directed the longest-running
faculty-led study abroad program at uB, one which continues under new faculty leadership today.
every other summer beginning in 1994, Ott led a sizable
group of uB architecture
students on a summer-long
studio program based in Barcelona, spain with visits to
other sites of interest in southern spain as well as Morocco.
Ott’s program, which included a design studio as
well as two seminars, used
the city of Barcelona a laboratory. classes, lectures, pin-ups,
Bonnie Ott (seated) with three recent Fenton Scholarship recipireviews, and seminars were ents, (l. to r.): Jacob Nosbisch, Chelsey Reed, and Michael Morse
conducted in the city’s parks,
squares, streets, cafes, museums, and monuments.
the use of their facilities for studio
in support of the program, Ott work, seminars, and presentations.
developed strong ties to both the
studio projects and seminar topics
architecture school of the university and assignments relate directly to the
of Barcelona and the center for con- city, its culture, its way of doing architemporary culture, which both offer tecture, and the messages of which its
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physical environment speaks.
Knowing firsthand the powerful
long-term impact of study abroad on
students, Ott resolved a number of years
before retiring to make an anonymous
donation to uB to endow scholarships
in the name of her grandfather.
so far, over the past seven years, the
fenton scholarship has been awarded
to 24 uB students participating on uB
study abroad programs in the summer, semester or academic year. the
scholarship covers the cost of resident
tuition for the recipient’s study abroad
program.
in 2012 Ott decided to disclose her
identity as the fenton scholarship donor
in hopes of inspiring other supporters of
study abroad to donate also.
uB students will continue to benefit
from the re-named Bonnie Ott scholarship for years to come. c
UB iNTErNaTiONal
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