
University at Buffalo – Graduate School of Education 
Class of 2020 
 
 
Master of Education 
September 
 
Audrey E. Alleyne 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Brian J. Bartosik 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Douglas Edward Bender 
Education Studies 
 
Justin Curtis Brewer 
Education Studies 
 
Aaron Browka 
Music Education 
 
Devon Kay Enzian 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Marisa Jane Femia 
Literacy Education 
 
Michael David Jakubaszek 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Kara Klump 
Educational Administration 
 
Paul Loweecey 
Music Education 
 
David Mawer 
Education and Technology 
 
Zixing Meng 
Education Studies 
 
Kara Elise Merkwan 
Education Studies 
 
Alexis Ray Mulvehill 
Education and Technology 
 
 



Joshua Haddon Pong Ng 
Education and Technology 
 
Samantha Anne Owen 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Michael Joseph Parthum Sr. 
Education Studies 
 
Jennifer Lynn Paterson 
School Counseling 
 
Gabrielle Charlene Rose 
Childhood Education 
 
David Russo 
Childhood Education 
 
Justin Warren Sformo 
Education Studies 
 
Julie Marie Wilson 
Education and Technology 
 
 
February 
 
Katherine Aldridge 
Music Education 
 
Allison Cady 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Steven Michael Ciccarelli 
Education Studies 
 
Kristina A. Collier 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Yameng Cui 
Teaching English to Speakers  of Other Languages 
 
Amanda D'Angio 
Education Studies 
 
Claire Marie Deschamps 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Elizabeth Dick 
Education Studies 
 
 



Denise N. Dugan 
Education Studies 
 
Scott M. Epperly 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 
 
Dana Floriano 
Educational Administration 
 
Rebecca Brittany Frederick 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Willard Giron 
Education Studies 
 
Jinjie Guo 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Krystal Haggart 
Education Studies 
 
Casandra Marie Hein 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Sarah Hill 
Music Education 
 
Leah Kotlarchyk 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Danielle Rose Latour 
Biology Education – Adolescence 
 
Erin Lee 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Xinyi Liu 
Chinese Education – Adolescence 
 
Ian MacDonald 
Music Education 
 
Max Elliot Mack-Hardiman 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Steven Nicholas Madonia 
Music Education 
 
Adam James Markert 
Science and the Public 
 
Courteney Verna McGillicuddy 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 



 
Carly Maria Palmer 
Childhood Education – Reading and Literacy 
 
Danielle Ann Palmer 
Education Studies 
 
Deepika Sankaramanchi 
Education Studies 
 
Andrew Siviy 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Sarah Marie Smykowski 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Nicole Elise Szarafin 
Education Studies 
 
Annamarie E. Tedesco 
Literacy Specialist 
 
James Anthony Walkowiak 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Alexandra Beth Weber 
Education Studies 
 
Alyssa Wojciechowski 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
 
June 
 
Joyce Adiges 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Gina Marie Alfano 
Educational Administration 
 
Ryan Gregory Allen 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 
 
Maggie Louise Balles 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Tatsiana Baltsevich 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Cara Bani 
Mathematics Education 
 



Amy E. Blair 
Educational Administration 
 
William Bogdan 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Ashlye Beth Borden 
Education Studies 
  
Fred Jomo Brown 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Madison Brown 
School Counseling 
 
Lisa Cannavale 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Elizabeth Ann Cardamone 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Matthew Cato 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Dulce M. Centeno 
Spanish Education – Adolescence 
 
Christian Joseph Cognetto 
Biology Education – Adolescence 
 
Michael Jay Conley 
School Counseling 
 
Alyssa Connors 
School Counseling 
 
Spencer Cottman 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Alexandria Renee D'Amuro 
Music Education 
 
Morgan Dahlberg 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Giambattista Giacomo Davis 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Robin Paige Day 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Karen DeLaPlante 
Educational Administration 



 
Natalya Sharrone Dean 
Education and Technology 
 
Jacob Dehlinger 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Marcella Rose Del Plato 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Melissa Rose Dell'Amore 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Tara Denny 
Education Studies 
 
Semonti Dey 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Kelly Ann Doherty 
Education and Technology 
 
Jennifer Vara Dohman-Kehrer 
Educational Administration 
 
Rachel Erin Dorr 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 
 
Aubrey Dudek 
School Counseling 
 
Joelle Marie Dyer 
School Counseling 
 
Sydney Favors 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Lauren Eileen Fibich 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Liza Fiorello 
Educational Administration 
 
Ryan Richard Fitzgerald 
Literacy Education 
 
Hannah Lavell Flynn 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Matthew Chester Folger 
Educational Administration 
 
 



Jessica Marie Fralix 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Jack Frisicaro 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Carmine Fusaro 
Music Education 
 
Stephanie M. Gavin 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Jessica Giardini 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Jane Grucella 
School Counseling 
 
Steven Haagsma 
Education Studies 
 
Ivah Barrera Hagner 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Hannah Rose Hayes 
Music Education 
 
Kirstin Heffler 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Sabus Helaluddin 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Makayla Hicks 
English Education – Adolescence  
 
Tomas Sinclair Jack-Kurdyla 
Education Studies 
 
Jeffrey E. James Jr. 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Ian James 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Emma Janicki-Gechoff 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Christine Lynn Jedd 
School Counseling 
 
Aubrey Johnson 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 



 
Carrie Ann Johnson 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Jessica Jones 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Zehra Kaya 
Education Studies 
 
Kaleigh Grace Kenefick 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Gerard Edward Kennedy 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Shiri Sophia Kester 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Ross Kiel 
Earth Science Education – Adolescence 
 
Garrison Walter Kingston 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Sarah Marie Klettke 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Mikayla Kozlowski 
French Education – Adolescence 
 
Abigail Sarah LaPlaca 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Ashley LaRotonda 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Dev Lamour 
Education Studies 
 
Alexis Langheier 
Educational Administration 
 
Jonathan G. Lattanzio 
Educational Administration 
 
Carley Grace Lester 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Cortney Marie Linnecke 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
 



Michael Patrick Logan 
Education and Technology 
 
Mary Carmen Lopez 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Coral Lopez-Jimenez 
Chemistry Education – Adolescence 
 
Leah Lyons 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Cathryn Mahon 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Elizabeth Malinowski 
Literacy Education 
 
Margaret Eileen O'Connor Manges 
Education Studies 
 
Cristina Mata 
Spanish Education – Adolescence 
 
Eleanor McCabe 
Education Studies 
 
Christina Mary McCarthy 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 
 
Jessica Ashley McFadzean 
Education Studies 
 
Steven Mcilwain, Jr. 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Alan Lane McNamara 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Jack Daniel Mekeel 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 
 
Nuria Cristina Mendez-Rosenberg 
Literacy Education 
 
Matthew Jack Meyer 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Katelyn Moll 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Miriam Monfiston 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 



 
Alexandra Jean Montesano 
Physics Education – Adolescence 
 
Margaret Mae Mooney 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Jennifer Suzan Mosher 
Educational Administration 
 
Katherine Ann Mueller 
Education Studies 
 
Dylan J. Murphy 
Music Education 
 
Shannon Ochal 
Educational Administration 
 
Caitlin Orgek 
Social Studies Education – Adolescence 
 
Isabelle Ortiz 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Natalie Ovalle 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Andrea Leigh Parker 
Educational Administration 
 
Timothy Parks 
Education Studies 
 
Rosilis Virginia Pelletier 
English Education – Adolescence  
 
Sarah Peterson 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence  
 
Steven E. Pilat 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Elizabeth Quinlan 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Issac Reed 
Education Studies 
 
Daniel Reiford 
Educational Administration 
 
 



Erica Lynn Ruszczyk 
Biology Education –Adolescence 
 
Elizabeth Anna Ruth 
Music Education 
 
Seena Salleh 
English Education – Adolescence 
 
Angelique Santiago 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Ashley Scapillato 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Rachel Jingling Seah 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Christopher J. Serra 
Chemistry Education – Adolescence 
 
Michael D. Sheridan 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Elizabeth Ann Silburn 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Alexander Robert Skolnick 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 
 
Allene Slating 
Education and Technology 
 
Emily Jeanette Snyder 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Stephanie Sortino 
Higher Education Administration 
 
Leah R. Stow 
School Counseling 
 
Tara Strade 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Brian James Stuhlmiller 
Earth Science Education – Adolescence 
 
Jacqueline Midori Suddaby 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Rachel Sung 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence 



 
Megan Syrell 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Marta Szumski 
Biology Education – Adolescence 
 
Jessica Tamulonis 
Education Studies  
 
Kristin Niclole Tonge 
Educational Administration 
 
Nico Valeri 
School Counseling 
 
Adrian Vega Bautista 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Dominic Volpe 
School Counseling 
 
Hailey Wageman 
Spanish Education – Adolescence 
 
Lok Ying Vivian Wang 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Intefada Wardia 
Biology Education – Adolescence 
 
Harrison Watkins 
Biology Education – Adolescence 
 
Jeannine R. Webster 
English Education 
 
Ashley Werner 
Mathematics Education – Adolescence  
 
Mark White 
Music Education 
 
Tyiger White 
Literacy Education 
 
Olivia Josephine Woodruff 
Education Studies  
 
Courtney Woods 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
 



Laura Woods 
Student Affairs Administration 
 
Brenda Xiao 
Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
 
Jackson Yerrick 
Spanish Education – Adolescence 
 
Candace Yvette Young 
Educational Administration 
 
Master of Arts 
 
September 
 
Joseph Aaron Jaeger 
Educational Psychology and Quantitative Methods 
 
February 
 
Courtney Doxbeck 
Educational Psychology and Quantitative Methods 
 
June 
 
Laura A. Birkby 
School Psychology 
 
Samantha Melanie Cytryn 
School Psychology 
 
Angela Rose DeMarco 
School Psychology 
 
Carly Finelli 
School Psychology 
 
Xueting Gu 
Economics and Education Policy Analysis 
 
Leanne Sara Hofstead 
School Psychology 
 
Jennifer Krajnik 
School Psychology 
 
Shelby Frances LaMond 
School Psychology 
  
Allison Rose Reding 
School Psychology 



  
Fengrong Yang 
Educational Psychology and Quantitative Methods 
 
 
Master of Science 
 
September 
 
Lindsey Katherine Barnick 
Information and Library Science 
 
Sloane Boyce 
Information and Library Science 
 
Matthew C. Davis 
Information and Library Science 
 
Ebonipearl E. Jones 
Information and Library Science 
 
Michelle Kuebler 
School Librarianship 
 
Kathleen Lynch 
Information and Library Science 
 
Melissa Lynn Rubin 
Information and Library Science 
 
Elizabeth A. Wetherby 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Kelly Whitney 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Mien Wong 
Information and Library Science 
 
February 
 
Matthew Allan Alexander 
Information and Library Science 
 
Carrie L. Allen 
School Librarianship 
 
Bria Marie Barber 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Joseph Benedetto 
School Librarianship  



 
Lisa Marie Buda 
Information and Library Science 
 
James Francis Byrne 
Information and Library Science 
 
Emily Centrone 
School Librarianship 
  
Lucas Dana 
Information and Library Science 
 
Jenna Driver 
School Librarianship 
 
Anita Duka 
Information and Library Science 
 
Alijah Fox 
Information and Library Science 
 
Michael Green 
Information and Library Science 
 
Kristena Louise Hebert 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Meghan Humphrey 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Jamie M. Lee 
School Librarianship 
 
Lauren Rose MacDonald 
School Librarianship 
 
Lena Ethel May 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Lisa Monks 
School Librarianship 
 
Laura Newsome 
Information and Library Science 
 
Mallory Sue Quinn 
Information and Library Science 
 
Lillian Reynolds 
Information and Library Science 
 
Sally Ann Schaefer 



Information and Library Science 
 
Denise Marie Schneider 
School Librarianship 
 
Anna Schwen 
School Librarianship 
 
Sydney Danielle Smith 
Mental Health Counseling 
 
Erica Ashley Soper 
School Librarianship 
 
Casey James Spark 
School Librarianship 
 
Lynda C. Stanley 
Information and Library Science 
 
Josh Tomkin 
School Librarianship 
 
Elizabeth Toomey 
Mental Health Counseling 
 
Emily Wejchert 
Information and Library Science 
 
Whitney Elizabeth Whitfield 
School Librarianship 
 
Emily Allyn Wilson 
Information and Library Science 
 
Anne Windholz 
Information and Library Science 
 
June 
 
Robyn Louise Avery 
School Librarianship 
 
Lucy Patricia Bell 
Information and Library Science  
 
Susan Marie Bernier 
Information and Library Science 
  
Christopher Cabrera 
School Librarianship 
 
Michaela Rose Carrillo 



Information and Library Science 
  
Rebecca Chapman 
Information and Library Science 
  
Milly-Ann Clerville 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Theresa Corra 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Lisa Marie Dallessandro 
Information and Library Science 
  
Allyson Marie DeBoard 
School Librarianship 
 
Rosemary Claire Derocher 
Information and Library Science 
 
Taylor A. Diakunczak 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Alison Ruth Eccleston 
School Librarianship 
 
Tana-Marie Edgerton 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Kimberly Filmore 
Information and Library Science 
 
Jennifer L. Forward-Rumsey 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Sally Fries 
Mental Health Counseling 
  
David Giannetti 
Information and Library Science 
 
Lynne W. R. Golliher 
School Librarianship 
  
Autumn Hayes 
Mental Health Counseling 
  
Gwendolyn Ann Heko 
School Librarianship 
 
Hayley Adeline Hoerner 
School Librarianship 
  



Sarah M. H. Johnson 
Information and Library Science 
 
Nathalie Kelly 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Heather Marie Laribee 
Information and Library Science 
 
Katharyn Lynn Levatino 
Information and Library Science 
 
Laura Libruk 
Mental Health Counseling 
 
Yan Liu 
Mental Health Counseling 
 
Angela Lynn Lynch 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Aliza Jacquelyn Mangefrida 
School Librarianship 
 
Jaime Lynn Mott 
Information and Library Science 
 
Fatima Maria Xing Yi Ng 
Mental Health Counseling 
  
Kayla Noll 
School Librarianship 
  
Andrew Harry Oppenheimer 
Information and Library Science 
 
Stephanie Otanez 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Ann Frances Prior 
School Librarianship 
 
Samantha Raynor 
Mental Health Counseling  
 
Karensa Aven Reber 
School Librarianship 
  
Caterina Maria Reed 
Information and Library Science 
 
Clara Victoria Robinson 
Rehabilitation Counseling 



 
Mallory C. Ronan 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
William Paul Rosenblum 
Information and Library Science 
 
Emily J. Rundle 
School Librarianship 
  
Deborah Shaw 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Rhea Lynn D'Amelia Shelton 
School Librarianship 
  
Steven M. Shon 
Information and Library Science 
 
Alison Sutton 
Information and Library Science 
 
Samuel Titus 
Information and Library Science 
 
Annmarie Vilardo 
Rehabilitation Counseling 
 
Adrienne White 
School Librarianship 

 
 
Doctor of Education 
 
February 
 
Jeffrey Jachlewski 
Educational Administration 
Dissertation Title: Principal Perceptions of the Effectiveness of their Evaluations 
Committee Chair: Dr. Stephen Jacobson 
 
June 
 
Corey Gray 
Educational Administration  
Dissertation Title: Principal Preparation Programs for Change-Based Leadership:  
Reimagining Principal Preparation Programs at Riverside University 
Committee Chair: Dr. Corrie Stone-Johnson 
 
Michael Irizarry 
Educational Administration 



Dissertation Title: Curricular Reform: The Role of Collaboration as it  
Relates to Professional Development 
Committee Chair: Dr. Corrie Stone-Johnson 
 
Karen L. Marchioli 
Educational Administration 
Dissertation Title: Principal Preparation Programs for Change-Based Leadership:  
Reimagining Principal Preparation Programs at Riverside University 
Committee Chair: Dr. Corrie Stone-Johnson 
 
Casandra Wright 
Educational Administration  
Dissertation Title: Principal Preparation Programs for Change-Based Leadership:  
Reimagining Principal Preparation Programs at Riverside University 
Committee Chair: Dr. Corrie Stone-Johnson 
 
 

Doctor of Philosophy 
 
September 
 
Colette Marie Carse 
English Education 
Dissertation Title: Efficiencies and Complexities: Colliding  
Chronotopes in Classroom DV Composing 
Committee Chair: Dr. Suzanne Miller 
 
Abigail Marie Caserta 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: ADHD in the Workplace:  
Comparing Evaluations of Self Versus Evaluations by Others 
Committee Chair: Dr. Gregory Fabiano 
 
Sarah A. Chudyk 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Implementation of the Next Generation Science Standards:  
An In-Depth Analysis of Science and Engineering Practices in the Enactment of an  
Interdisciplinary STEM Unit in an Eighth Grade Science Classroom 
Committee Chair: Dr. Noemi Waight 
 
Leslie Genevieve Davies 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Parent Relational Factors and Child Behaviors in a  
Father-Focused Behavioral Training for ADHD  
Department Chair: Dr. Scott Meier 
 
Chihiro Heckman 
Foreign and Second Language Education 
Dissertation Title: Chinese Graduate Students’ Emotional Experiences and  
Adjustment in the United States:A Comparative Case Study 
Committee Chair: Dr. X. Christine Wang 
 



Allyson Jordan 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Informant Discrepancies in the Assessment of Adaptive Behavior of  
High-Functioning Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Committee Chair: Dr. Gregory Fabiano 
 
 Taeyoung Kim 
Educational Psychology and Quantitative Methods 
Dissertation Title: Estimation of Achievement Gaps in Class via  
Teacher Value-added Effect Models 
Committee Chair: Dr. Jaekyung Lee 
 
Youngkyung Koh 
Foreign and Second Language Education 
Dissertation Title: An Activity Systems Analysis of Instructional  
Episodes in an ENL Teacher’s Classroom 
Committee Chair: Dr. Vladimir Ageyev 
 
Clara Violet Kuntz 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Meta-analytic Review of Gatekeeper Training  
Programs on College Campuses 
Committee Chair: Dr. Amy Reynolds 
 
Amy Sue Mace 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: The Role of Kindergarten-Entry Social Problem-Solving  
Skills in Children’s Early Elementary Adjustment 
Committee Chair: Dr. Claire Cameron 
 
Katherine Mejia 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Clinicians’ Attitudes and Multicultural Competence  
Towards Undocumented Latinx Immigrants 
Committee Chair: Dr. Amy Reynolds 
 
Patricia Margarita Ortega Chasi 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Computer Science Undergraduate Students' Perspectives  
on Deliberate Practice in Introductory Programming Courses 
Committee Chair: Dr. Alexandra Schindel 
 
Jennifer M. Shucard 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Personality Traits of Former Contact and Non-Contact  
Sports Athletes: Do They Differ 
Committee Chair: Dr. Gregory Fabiano 
 
Alyssa Colette Smyth 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Sex Differences in Self- and Partner-Reported ADHD  
Symptomatology and Impairment 
Committee Chair: Dr. Gregory Fabiano 



 
Samantha Kaylie VanHout 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Therapeutic Visitation Program Effectiveness and  
Maintenance of Treatment Effects 
Committee Chair: Dr. Amanda Nickerson 
 
February 
 
Susan M. Bateman 
Mathematics Education 
Dissertation Title: Conceptualizations of Slope and Approaches Used by  
University Calculus Students and  Presented in Calculus Textbooks 
Committee Chair: Dr. Deborah Moore-Russo 
 
Rebecca J. Frandina Jacob 
Counselor Education 
Dissertation Title: Impact of Gender Composition 
Committee Chair: Dr. Janice DeLucia 
 
Adrian Dawn Hordon 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Nurse Perception of Technology Integration at the Bedside 
Committee Chair: Dr. Randy Yerrick 
 
Scott Kabel 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Exploring Expectations and Integration of Internationally  
Mobile Students at a Seventh-day Adventist Boarding High School 
Committee Chair: Dr. David Bruce 
 
Young Sik Seo 
Educational Psychology and Quantitative Methods 
Dissertation Title: Predicting Adolescents’ Alcohol Use from Bullying  
and Sexual Harassment Classes 
Committee Chair: Dr. Jeremy Finn 
 
Jill M. Szczesek 
Educational Administration 
Dissertation Title: The New York Structural Biology Center-A Case Study of  
Team Science and Science Policy 
Committee Chair: Dr. Stephen Jacobson 
 
Molly Rae Terry 
Counselor Education 
Dissertation Title: Concept Mapping Analysis of Camp Counselors' Perceptions  
of the Campers' Therapeutic Experience 
Committee Chair: Dr. Timothy Janikowski 
 
Andrew Clifford Wiss 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Exploring the Factors that Influence Faculty Connectedness to their  
Online Graduate Programs: Multidimensional Instrument Development and Results 



Committee Chair: Dr. Noemi Waight 
 
 
June 
 
Denise Marie Akin 
Counselor Education 
Dissertation Title: Counselor Experiential Avoidance: Impact on Detecting  
and Responding to Negative Affect 
Committee Chair: Dr. Scott Meier 
 
Michael G. Baugh 
Curriculum Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Collaborative Action Research: Exploring Adult Learners’  
Motivation to Read 
Committee Chair: Dr. Tiffany Karalis Noel 
 
Rebecca Rose Borowski 
Higher Education 
Dissertation Title: Women Leaders in STEM Disciplines: A Comparative Case Study  
on Leadership and Disciplinary Culture 
Committee Chair: Dr. Margaret Sallee 
  
Nancy Campos 
Educational Culture, Policy and Society 
Dissertation Title: The Experiences of Black and Latinx Graduate Students in STEM:  
A Critical Race Perspective  
Committee Chair:  Dr. Lois Weis 
 
Christine Susan Chang 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Light Up the Brain: The Examination of Cognitive Dynamics  
during Video  Composition with fNIRS 
Committee Chair: Dr. David Bruce 
 
Susan E. Cozzi 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Finding the Community: A Case Study of a Higher Education  
Dialogic Developmental Writing Classroom Using ALP Model 
Committee Chair: Dr. Mary McVee 
 
Aijuan Cun 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Capturing the Lived Experiences of Refugee Families: A Positioning,  
Literacies, and Multimodal Perspectives Study 
Committee Chair: Dr. Mary McVee 
 
Rachel L. Dominguez 
Educational Culture, Policy and Society 
Dissertation Title: Transitioning Through Higher Education: Mongolian  
Stakeholder Experiences of Post-Soviet Neoliberal Policymaking 
Committee Chair:  Dr. Lois Weis 
 



 
Patricia Doyle 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: A Study of Grit and Self-regulation in Students, Instructor Effectiveness,  
and Purposeful Course Design of Asynchronous Online Statistic Courses in Higher Education 
Committee Chair: Dr. Deborah Moore-Russo 
 
Melissa Dudley 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Effect of Child Abuse Prevention and School Climate on  
Teachers’ Reporting Competencies 
Committee Chair: Dr. Amanda Nickerson 
 
Carrie Ernhout 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis of Perceived Beneficial  
Effects and Potential Mechanisms of Action of an Online RCT of Mindfulness-Based Stress  
Reduction for Metastatic Breast Cancer Patients 
Committee Chair: Dr. Amy Reynolds 
 
Eunjee Jang  
Foreign and Second Language Education 
Dissertation Title: Contextual Understanding of Literacy Skills of Language-Minoritized  
Bilinguals: A Cross-Country Comparative Study 
Committee Chair: Dr. Janina Brutt-Griffler 
 
 
Xiaojun Jiang 
Foreign and Second Language Education 
Dissertation Title: English Education in China: Initiation, Evolution and Impact: 
A Case Study of College English Test (CET-4/6) and College English Education 
Committee Chair: Dr. Janina Brutt-Griffler 
 
Hyunmyung Jo 
Educational Culture, Policy and Society 
Dissertation Title: Class Struggle within the Middle-Class: AcademicCompetition for Selective  
College Admissions among Korean ‘Early Study Abroad’ Students in the Globalized Arena 
Committee Chair:  Dr. Lois Weis 
 
Monica Johnson 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: ‘You Got Five Minutes to be Upset, Then You Gotta Be a Gangsta’:  
A Qualitative Understanding of the Strong Black Woman Phenomenon Through the  
Lens of African American Acculturation  
Committee Chair: Dr. Amy Reynolds 
 
Amanda Kavner 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Development of a Psychophysiological Artificial Neural Network  
to Measure Science Literacy 
Committee Chair: Dr. Richard Lamb 
 
 



Zehra Kaya 
Counseling/School Psychology 
Dissertation Title: Exploring Relations among Perceived Religious Discrimination, Acculturation,  
Religious Commitment and Collective Self-Esteem in Muslim Americans in the Trump Era  
Committee Chair: Dr. Amy Reynolds 
 
Christiana Kathryn Kfouri 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Sociocultural Home and School Literacy Practices of Syrian Refugee  
Families Revealed Across Domains, Space and Time 
Committee Chair: Dr. Mary McVee 
 
Siqi Li 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Effects of GIS Integration in Secondary School Classrooms:  
A Mixed-Method Study on Student and Teacher Spatial Thinking Ability 
Commttee Chair: Dr. Xiufeng Liu 
  
Doreen Linda Mazzye 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: A Three-study Investigation into the Influence of a Teacher Residency  
Model for Literacy Teacher Preparation: Does a Residency Provide an Advantage?  
Committee Chair: Dr. Richard Lamb 
 
 
Mark F. McBride  
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Learning at the Boundaries: Considering OER as a Boundary  
Object in Higher Education 
Committee Chair: Dr. Sam Abramovich 
 
Hyun Joo Oh 
Foreign and Second Language Education 
Dissertation Title: Native English Speaking Teachers’ Classroom Discourse in the  
Korean EFL University 
Committee Chair: Dr. Janina Brutt-Griffler 
 
Joseph Polat 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Technology-Enhanced Assessment Item Types and Their  
Relations to Student Mathematics Performance, Teacher Perceptions, and Concerns 
Committee Chair: Dr. Ji-Won Son 
 
Marissa Pytlak-Surdyke 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Overcoming Barriers: Understanding Academic Experiences of  
First-Generation College Students through Stories of Success 
Committee Chair: Dr. Alexandra Schindel 
 
Christina Ruggeri 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Textbook Analysis on Proportional Reasoning  
in Middle School Textbooks 



Committee Chair: Dr. Ji-Won Son 
 
Stephanie L. Schaefer 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Readability, Complexity, and Representations: A Holistic  
Analysis of New York State Algebra Exams 
Committee Chair: Dr. Deborah Moore-Russo 
 
Amanda A. Simmons 
Curriculum, Instruction and the Science of Learning 
Dissertation Title: Non-sequenced Mathematics Courses in Community College:  
Access or Status Quo? 
Committee Chair: Dr. Julie Gorlewski 
 
Christopher Maurice Spence 
Educational Culture, Policy and Society 
Dissertation Title: Teachers' Expectations in the Age of Accountability 
Committee Chair:  Dr. Lois Weis 
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