


ENG 502 -INTRODUCTION TO CRITICAL THEORY 

PROF. DAMIEN KEANE 

Tuesdays, 9: 10 - 11 :50 
Registration Number: 14815 

English 502 is a survey class designed to introduce you to twentieth-century literary (and film) 
criticism and cultural theory. Proceeding chronologically, we will discuss several of the major 
schools of thought including Russian formalism, historical materialism, structuralism, 
psychoanalysis, feminism, gender and race theory, deconstruction, media theory, new 
historicism, and cultural studies. We will focus on foundational concepts, interpretive 
methodologies, and poetic analyses. Throughout the course we will utilize an array of primary 
materials-literary texts, motion pictures, and popular music -to illustrate and illuminate the 
theoretical approaches in question. By the end of the class, you should be ready to utilize these 
theoretical approaches selectively as you undertake advanced graduate level study. 

ENG 503 - DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 

PROF. NIKOLAUS WASMOEN 

Mondays, 3:30-6:10 
Registration Numbers: (A) 23711 (B) 23712 

This course provides a practical and scholarly introduction to the fields of professional, 
technical, and digital communication. We will discuss research in professional and technical 
communication, particularly as the scholarship might be implemented in the workplace. The 
course will also explore theories and practices related to the design and composition of 
professional-technical genres including concepts of visual communication and rhetoric, user 
experience design, and multimodal composing. In addition to readings, experiments with a 
variety of tools, and discussion board assignments, students will create a final course portfolio 
covering a range of digital media and genres, which they are encouraged to tailor to their 
individual disciplinary and professional fields in consultation with the instructor. 

ENG 503 is a required course for the Certificate in Professional Writing and Digital 
Communication, more information about which can be found at 
https://www.buffalo.edu/cas/english/graduate/ce1iificate-in-professional-writing-a11d-digital­
communication.html. 












