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Kenneth K. Inada Retires 

0 n May 8, 2997,65 p p l e  gatfi- 
crtd to hmm K& K. Inada 
a t h t r m i i a n c n t ~ ~  

sored by fhc Dtpamnent and the Office 
of Interndona1 Education (Sttphen C. 
Dunncrc, Vice Promst). G m s  wm 
greed by melodious harp playing as thcy 
arrived at the B f i o  and Eric C o ~ t y  
Historical Sociq In Buffalo, the sire of 
the evcnu@s akbation. 

FoUcwing -its and dim, Haiku 
compoacd by many members d t t K  Dc- 
pamntnt wat recited f see accomparrying 
article). Rtfl mid two gifs From the 
~ m t , a b o d c H o w t o  WmatCwim 
Gar&& to enrich his life in Nevada, and 
a b1-4 e. 

Once tht recitation and the V t a -  
tion were finished, Kcn r r q d  rhc 
oppmmty to dclivrr a final lccturc on 
philosophy to a B&do audience. The 
followng is his Tarwe l l  to UB and Buf- 
falo." 

Sincc m e  of my distinguished gut st^ 

might don't know mc h Adam, I 
wanr ro orient thcna at the o w  by tay- 
kg: WELCOME TO JURASSIC 
PARK!" 

I say chis hu r t ,  probably, this is the 
last h e  you will wimess a ~ u n g  and 
suppk dummui of J&c Park go into 
rctirartcnt. As you may Inow, in Jurassic 
Park, the ~ m m ~  d tk p c  is SUR- 
VIVAL! With this in mind, let me mace 
some d the macks I left khid 

A s ~ o r n e o f p u ~ y k n o w ~ E w a s  
bwn and r a i d  in a lush tropial park 
named, "Hawaii." W e  usually rtfcr to 

Ken, with his wife Masako, k i n g  presentad 
the C ~ r ~ c a t e  of Outstanding Setvice. 

Hawaii as Pacific Paradise. But let it k 
known that PP a h  s t a h  for PoIyrwian 
Paralysis. So staying in Hawaii too long 
may k hamdous to your health. . 

Yss, 1 grew up in Hawaii during cht 
Great Depression and survived it with 
bittersweet mcrnotics. Can you imaginc 
25% u m m p l ~ t .  I rcmcmk joining 
the CCC (Civilian Consenation Corps), 
d r r g  all day in the mounmim planting 
and cutting down t rm and clearing 
shrubbtries, ad being paid just orre 
M a r  a day. Of course, in thox days, 25 
cents went a h g  way, bought yotl a 
square meal which in m p x t  w2ts 

bmcr rhan having a Big Mac with coke 
today- Either in 1937 or 1938 1 saw 
Pmident Franklin Roosevelt in an open 
mororcadt through the s m ~ s  of H o w  
lulu. He was the first living prtsidmt I 
sawanbmdljsdayI h a v c m r m t a n y  
other living president. I'd like to lave it 
at that. It is @ to know that a memo- 
rial for him has just opcnad in Washing- 
ron, D.C. He dexrvcs king honored 
among the p t  presidents, togerher with 
Washington, Jdkrson and Lincoln. 

T also s u m i d  tht Pearl Harbor surpnsc 
attack of Becrmfm 7, 1941 a h  T:30 
a.m. Sunday morning. I, saw from a mf-  
top rAt Japanese attack bornbets coming 
over the mountain range with clear Japa- 
m e  flags painted under their wings, and 
heading teward P d  Ha* which was 
already billowing with black smoke. The 
attack was wrr within an hour and about 
8:30 am. on rk radio, P I P s i b  Rmw- 
At gave his famow " b y  of Infamf 
s p c h  to annwnce that war had kgm 
with Japan. 

We Americm of Japanse 
(AJA) wcrr immediately unda suspKion 
and discrimkted against as cnany a p t f .  

Wtwtrconrrial h o u r  byaltytothc US 
b q  in mrospxt, wc know that Amwica 
itsdf was on aid. 'Phe -1cg1al 
climatewas vcry bad in time days .and we 
AJAs had m do something dramatic ro 
pow an Wty. The leadm drhc mm- 
rnunity, both Japanse  am^^ and 
many m-Japanese ma fnequmdy to dis- 
C m t t i n d o n ~ c d  

Haiku for 
Kenneth Inada 

P eter H* Hnre h a o d d  the 
Haiku with t h a  mark: 

Ybxl evening. AE a way to 
h o n o r 4  entemiwKm h d a  on his 
retlicment, some of w have constnrtod a 
long [inked vcisc with ~olemn as well as 
comical clemena through which to mi- 
rrixe a b w t  his teaching and -. kt 
rnc explain, basing my cxplanarim on shc 
q m h s e  ofMark Mdi who uhrtmady 
had to rmtm to J a p  More chis pamy. 

T ~ G  predecc~f~r d the famous harku 
f m ,  renga, was a f m  ofvcrse which 
involved meml poar sponmmously aeat- 
Crmhwrlapltqc8 



Local On-Ramp to 
Information 

P a d  S. Pcnncr, 
Ph.D. 1W4. 
nc following 

was wported in thc 
BufFalo News on 
4/17/96. 

"A kt-lance 
wrim-philcmphcr and 
a collcge-trained com- 
putcr specialist have 
given Wyoming 
County a low-cost computer forum cou- 
pled with an inexpensive path to thc 
worldwide htcmct, the nmrly hornless 
ocean of information and opinion. 

Dey stn& it becam botb 
7ledd q p i a ~ ,  i-w-s 
to the Ittieme$.. . 

Wcol," or Wyoming County an Line, 
is thc creation of Paul S. Ptmcr, 53, a 

writer on philosophical topics, and P. 
MichaeI Lavin, 33, a Pennsylvania State 
University graduate. They smrtcd it bt- 
cause b t h  n&d regular, inexptnsiw: 
access to thc Intern ct.... Wcol givm sub- 
sn ibas  in Wyoming County and some in 
Livmgsmn County the ability to cornmu- 
nicate with one another, stay abrmst ot 
local rvmts, mchangt thoughts and con- 
ncct K) the Infcmct. WcoI dffm h 
rnostothctsenicesthatsdlInrcmetacccss 
b l l s e  of its additiorml bulletin b a d  a d  
c c d k m u  dthough it does m- 
prc in some q to the 5-0 Fsct- 
Net. 

By Iasing dw5r m telephone lincs, 
Pcnncs arPd Lavin have given Wyoming 
c m l v  su!xribcrs low-cost lmcmet 
a m .  T h q  also have srablisM a l d  
Z > u l l & I m d t I m m ~ s u ~ b m  
to gab with onc & in a "Chat R m "  
and a calmdar of Id events. 

Gala Golden 
Wedding 
Anniversary for 
the Maddens 

S eptember 14 of last ycar, Peter 
Hare served as master of ctrem* 
nics at  a celebration of Ed and 

Marian Maddcn's 50th wadding anni- 
versary. The gala affair was held at the 
University of Kentucky Faculty Club in 
Lexington. The 60 guests included for- 
mer c m l l c a p  and students as well as 
famity and friends from their prtstnt 
h o m e m n  of Wilmorc, Kentucky. 
Among formcr colltagucs who spoke IW 

a tebamsc couple who k a m e  dear 
f r i d  whtn tk Maddm were in Beirut 
in the 1960's on a Fulbright. Among 
former students was rim Hamilton 
(Ph.D. 1972) who spoke of Marian and 
Ed trcadng him as a mcrnbtr of their 
family. 

The Maddens' y w n p  son Dcnny 
and his wife Lmnna w r t  another high- 
light w i t h  remarks as pla)hl as they wtrc 
loving. To conclude the paq,  their 
older son Kerry orchcrtnted the prtsm- 
tation of a surprise gift by his daughter 
Erin to hcr grandparents. 

Faculty News ... 
Philossp hy Professor 
Wins So-Wu Author 
Prize 

Rtpwttr (May 9, 1996, Vol. 
27, No. 29): T" 

Rah Kyun% Chq UB distinpishcd 
teaching prdcss~ of p h i l o q h ~ ,  has 
rtceivcd thc I996 SorWu author prize 
From thc SmWu Foundation in K o m  For 
h i s  h k  Bmwtsrin n d  N~atutrtin. 

Thc h W u  Phi laoph~ Prizc was 
csrabliskd bv collmgucs, students and 
family of d.le late Jac-Hn Chi, prof- 
of philosophy for more than 30 vars  at 
Scoul National University and president 

of thc Humanist kitty, K o m  Chpta. 
The prize carria a $5,000 award and 

air fare to the awards ceremony in Scout, 
whcrt Cho [prcscntcd] a ltcnuz on June 
7, 196. 

orge Graaa has been clmcd to thc 
Exccutivc Committee of the Easrern 

Inston of the APA. This election 
incrming prominence in 

the profession. 

Peter Hare Promoted to 
S U N Y  Distinguished 
Service Professor 

P m r  H. Hare has bctn appointed 
SUNY Disangurshtd Service Prcr 
&or. In his lmer to thc Awards 

Committee in Albany, UB President Wil- 
liam Grcimr wrote: Trofmor Hare is 
known as onc of the primary m o m  
among those dewttd to rhc study of 
Amcrimn philmphv. His senice ro the 
fi cld b dcvtlqxd t k  work ofcollmgum 
aU around the world, and has mdy put thc 
LTB Dtpament  of Philo5ophy on the 
intcmarional map .... W l e  chair of the 
Philmophv IDcpamntnt, P m f m  Hart 
fostered a smng i n t e l l 4  cmmwitv ,  
and dtvtloped the Dqmmncnt's q u t a -  

tion, c h a r a m  and miIi cncc...." 

Newest Book 

o h  Kearns has a new h k  out, 
l bmk+g- :  AASolurwnro 
a l%&m Tnhmdfmm D c 7 m .  J Kern invetigats repemtadon and 

inrcntional actiwry to determine how 
expentnce conujbutts to propositional 
thought and bclicf, and how e x p e n c e  is 
based on neural states and events. This 
speech-act thmy shows lml.g tanguagc to 

be intentional (purpivc)  activity which 
cannot bc explained computationally or 
rausatl~. Laming l a n p g c  makcs p r o p  
sitional chidung; possible and provida 
conceptual stmmue ro mpeticncc. 



Tk account of 1-gt and its acqui- 
sition sheds light on Mcr issues such as 
d m c  and p r o p  m a ,  the differem 
bctwtm syllogistic and m d c m  logic, and 
thc patadoxcs of self-rcfctence. ks for 
experience, the mmrtlational analysis of 
rep-nnng nrplains our awareness of rht 
world, which dmn't give us a- to the 
world, and our acctss, which isn't pro- 
vidcd by amrmcss. Rtmu&iw~ w& 
mw prescms a new fnmtwork for under- 
standing Language, thought, and cxpcri- 
mce, and for carrying out m a r c h .  

The book is d c d  "fascinating, stimu- 
lating, pmvazitivtn by Vrle Chapp~l l  of 
the University of  M ~ c h ~ .  

Provost's Plan 

D uring the spring semmtcr, Pro- 
VOW Thomas Headrick prrsentcd 
a plan to pidc UB's future de- 

velopment. Although r k  plan is in targc 
pan a respnsc to r c p d  cuts to 

SUNY's budgct, it also sacks m address 
many othcr pmblcms famg higher dm- 
tion. 

Overall the kwost intends to reduce 
the n u m h  0fPh.D.s awarded by UB, to 

makc tk iMastct's dcgm the mpx d c p  
for a large ptrctnrage of undergraduates, 
to d u c t  k h a n  c m h c n t ,  and ro 
inmasc the number of transfcr sdcnts  
coming to WB. The Provost alsa plans ro 
i n d u c e  a large n u m b  of imcrdisciptin- 
ary institutes and c e n m  K, cnwurag~ 

incerdmiplinary restarch and tmching. 

W e  many dtparbnmts art scheduled for 
drastic seductions in the numbtr of Ph. D. 
students they accept (and also in the n m -  
bcr of graduatc arrshtrhips they award), 
the Philmophy Dtpamncnt has k n  
prcay much I& alonc. This appears to be 
due to the h~gh  quality of Philosophy 
gmduate d c n t s  (as snmured by GRE 
scws), and to thc Dcpamncnt's succss in 
placing studcna with the Ph.D. The Pro- 
vat's om direccEvc concming the kp- 
mcnt was that it should adopt a narmwcr 
fmus of spocialimrions to guide future 
hiring, as o w  to the currrnt plicy of 
attempting to reprcsrnt a11 major areas of 

philaophy. Thc Dtpamnent responded 
that our brcadth is pcrc~ivcd to be onc of 
om imporcant strengths, and is  apacially 
attractive to snrdents trying to decide 
which sc~hool to artcnd for graduate 
study. The Depammenc is willing to 
sc lm spccial a m  to bt strengthened by 
futurc hiring, but wc will favor those 
sparialiss who can also help us maintain 
Ibmdth in our coursc offerings. 

-. . 

Visiting ~rofessors 
and Scholars from 
Abroad 

T hc dcpamcnt has developed a 
strong tradition of attracting to it 
and lxntfitting from diiun- 

gu~shcd international visiting facultv and 
scho2ars. 

During the Spring Serncster 1W7, 
Frofwor Isndn Bodnk, of the Univcr- 
sity of B u d a p t ,  has k n  a visiting pro- 
fessor in thc Dcparancnt. B&r's 
spiality is ancient philasophy, and he i s  
widcty published in that field. While at 
UB, hc h taught a graduate seminar on 
AristaIe . 

Pmftssor Oh-Hpn Shin, of 
K y u n g h k  National Univtrsit)' in Ke 
rca, has k n  a visiting proftssor In the 
Dcpartmcnt for thc entire 1996-97 aca- 
demic ymr. His visit has btm support4 
by the Kom R m h  Foundation. Shin 
mid the Ph.D. from thc University of 
Michigan, and studied logic under Job  
Carmran, w b  was visiting Michigan at 
the time, Shin spccialiw in phenomcn- 
oIogy and txistcntialism and in Asian 
philosophy, cspially Kormfi phil- 
phy. At UB he has offered courses in 
Asian philosophy, one of which was on 
Kormn thought. 

In addition to our visiting pmfcsson, 
the Depamncnt has hosted several visit- 
ing scholars. Professor Tae Hmn Cho, 
of Chungbuk National University in 
'Korea, spcm spring and fall of 1996 
doing m a r c h  in cthics. Marictjt Van 
dm Schaar From thc Netherlands sptnt 
part of the fall sernster caryng out 
logrcal rearch. Professor Shin Hwan 
Kwak, of h n g  Sil Universiv in Korea, 
arrived in spring 1493 to sptnd his sab- 
batical y a r  at  UB. Ku.ak's specialtics are 
Chincx philwghy and Koran philoso- 

phy. Mads Jcnstn, a graduate student in 
the Center for Semiotic Research at 
Aarhus Univcssity in h a r k ,  sspcnt the 
spring s e m m  dl997 simng in graduate 
coursts and working on a march project 
in ethics. 

Lynn Rose's Retire- 
ment Party * 

rsln h, our L specialist in an- , 

cimt philomphv, 
rct~md at the cnd of the P 

1995-95 acakrnic ymr, 
and moved to San Dicgo. Bc- ! 
fore k left, the Department 
hosted a rttirrmmt parry of thc "roast" 
~ . L y n n w a s t a s c d , b u t n o t u n m e r c j -  
fully, about his enrbiasrn for thc Mc and 
works of Immanuel Vclikws+ a d  about 
his rcscarch concerning ancient Egypnan 
calendars. 

a c r  putting up with thc m i n g  for 
some time, Lynn d u n a d d  quai time for 
making a reply, and then presented the 
follawing marks .  

I reccivd a most delightful telephone 
cat1 this wctk from Sha  U m .  Hc is 
now in his ninedeth year, and h a s k d  me 
to convcy his greetings to d of you. 
Tne comments this evening a& my 

calendar work have bcm rathcr fanciful. 
Actually, that work is in thm pm: The 
Egyptians, the Babvloniam, and naw the 
Maya. The Egypdan w& I consider 
finished and mlad, and consequtndy 
somewhat boring m. The TwcEfth Dy- 
nasty definitely klongs in the fifch and 
fourth ccnturics, whcthcr the cstablish- 
mcnt chOOSCF to notice or not. ThlS result 
bolsters the work of Vdikovsky cnor- 
mowlv. I am plmscd that my hen& R ~ K  
and Sheila Vaughan arc here tonigh. The 
Babylonian work rhat I have bccn doing 
with Ray for h o s t  25 ymts is not SQ cut 
and dried as thc Ep.ptian work, but it is 
nonethclcv t c l l i ~  t k  Babylonian records 
shcnv Vcnus on is pmcm ortnt, but E a h  
on an orbit with an cccentcicity of around 



0.1, about six t i m e  the prcxnt value. 
Sond in8  must subsequently have put 
Earth on itr p m t  orbit, pr~surnably 
k ncar-callisions with Mars that we 
hmr about from Vclikovsky. % rtsult, 
too blsrers the work of Vei ikor~b cnm- 
rnously. The work on the Maya is mote 
rccent, and is far from finishad. Archace 
astronomy is an imtrest that Nancy Owen 
and I have long s h a d ,  and hat  inrtmt i s  
indccd what f i n d y  brought us t m c r ,  
rwtnty ycm &cr our only previous meet- 
ing. 

My work VItU of c o m e  continue, 
though in a new setting. I appreciate the 
35 good years that I have cnjovcd in this 
dcpluanent, cspccially vour patient mltr- 
ance of my own indiffcrcncc to disciplin- 
ary boundaries. You allowd me to wander 
whtrt I would, whcthtr it was p M q h i -  
cally r c l c ~ n t  or nor. 

Mv reputation for political consem- 
tism among my colleagues has never bzm 
jusdtj* and I want to a d d m  this 
misim pression. Several comments haw 
been made this evening a b u t  my not 
king rcgstertd to vote. That is m ~ ,  but 
I did vocc for many dcadts. I voted For 
Jahnson, Humpimy, M d h c r n ,  and 
Mondale, something that many of the 
putariw liberals in this deparrmmt cannot 
say. I was so p r o d  of my McGovtm 
b u m p ~ 4 c k a  dumg rhc middle and latc 
scvmdcs &at I drovc my car to is last 
gasp rather than stop flaunting that 
bumptr-sticker. As a Yclikovskian, of 
co~Iwanttodtsa0)lthccoorsandthc 
foundations of v i d l y  all human beliefs, 
customs, and kminmom. If thcy can 
sunivc without h e i r  roots, fine. If they 
collap, so what? Therc is little that FC- 
plc hold dcar that I wish to conserve. My 
gads a r q  in tht mast literal smre, 
E am anvdung but a cunscmhye. 

I have mcDowed a lot over the dccadcs, 
and I haw seen much rndlowq by o t k s  
as well. The young lions of ycrtcrycar 
(among whom I indude myself) seem to 
have m l d  that their rime on the sa- 
vanna i s  hi red ,  and that it  just isn't 

worth it to be fighting about all of the silly 
dung that we used to fight a h t .  

My office is tmdv for new occupancy. 
It is e q  ta find Just go down the south 
halt, a bit past the Buffalo office of the 
Lnivcrsity of Tacas Alumni Association, 
hr rn quite so far as rhe H d  Rcal Estate 
Ofice, Actually, I'm right k r w m  thc 
offices of Chuck b b r m  and Jorgc 

Gracia, that is, bcrwaen the smoke alwap 
hidda and thc fire mver hidden. 1 have 
always kept a clean and orderly o E c ~  
Judy Wagncr o h  smppcd by to tell me 
that in terms of neamcrs my ofice stood 
out in the depamncnt. (Or pxhaps what 
she said was that it sprllcd out into the 
dcpanmtnr.) 

"...la? haw bEad m&pa&y 
fwm Dick and Em,  a d  many 
an a c ~ r c t h ~  lyric by Tim 
a d  Glnr~.." 

Ova the y a m  we have hard much 
pq h r n  Dick and Eva, and many an 
unauthorized lyric by f irn and Glenn. In 
rcsponsc ro all of thcx defamatory 
r h p c a ,  I d d  like to quate sorntwhat 
I~~lbt3y h A.E. Hourman: 

"[People,] this is stupid s d .  
You cat your victuals fast cmugh. 
There can't & much amis, 'tis clear, 
To see the rare you drink your b m .  
But oh good pi, the verse you makc. 
It gives a chap the kllv ache. 
"Ihe cow, the old cow, sZK is dad. 
It hangeth low, the horncd had." 
And wc poor chap,  "is our turn now 
To hear such rhymers as killcd the 
cow." 

One of Eva's favorite dcviccs is the 
rhyming coupla in iambic pcnrammcr. 
A d l y ,  S I K ~  a K-19 cwpkt consists 
of2.1 lints. I have artemptcd a K q e l t  
mpkt, of 3.1 lims: 

"Fw Eva now, one rhyming triplet 
more. 

,May Eva find one day her bmst of 
lore: 

Thc p x f s  p i ] ,  tkar word that 
rhymes with or- 

ange." 

But if you think mv poetry is h4 
just wait until I sing. 

Colc Porter's personal favorite of all 
the lyrics that he wrotc was one that 
could rrevct bc published during his 
lifetime, for rtasons that are nor difficult 
to understand. I wish to sing vou that 
long-ccnsorcd lyric. The fact that I can- 
not tcll one note from another will in no 

way dctcr me from my course. Such an 
artinadc i s  not withoui p a d e n t  in our 
deparunent. John K m  and John 
Corcoran have never let wanton apnce 
prcvent them from king logidam. Ptttr 
Harc, one of the lmrt practjd among us, 
has not k t  that pwmt him from k o m -  
i ng a pragmatist. Jorgc Gncia and Barry 
Smith have not 16 thew kctn i n t c b  and 
vast edition stop thun from swatlowing 
Arisrotelian drivel. So I shall not Ict a l i d c  
thing like atonality stand in my way. Lct 
this CoIc Porter lyric Ibt my parting m, 
salme, serenade, and farewell to vou all 
[singing, sort of]: 

"You're the top! You" MM fiPEnkhm's 
tonic! 

You're tht rop! Yw'm a high colonic! 
Yau'rr the burning h a t  ofa bridal suite 

in use! 

You're thc brca~ts of Venus! You're 
King Kongs p i s ?  
You're self-a busc! 

Thank you. J) 

You're the top! 

Fellowship and 
Lectureship 

P atrick Romancll, a pionaer in m d -  
cal cthics, and his wife Erdna havr 
cstablishcd an endowment 

(S50,000 over 5 !.mrs) fix an annual 
kmrc  on Philosophid Issuts in Me&- 
cine. Pmft~sor Romandl is also a promi- 
ncnt proponent of naturalism, and they 
additionally have made a donation to the 
Dcpmntnt to provide a topoff of SlOOO 
to an outstanding graduate assisrant with 
a disse~ation on some aspm of philo- 
sophical naturalism. 



Pain Relief for the Dying Doesn't Remove all the Reasons 
for Phvsician-Assisted Suicide 

following article by Richard T. Hull was publish4 in the 
Buffdo Ncws, March 9, 1997. T" 

Thc c m t  debate w e r  physician-assisrtd suicidc has f o c u d  on 
the pain of thc terminally iIl. 

Proponents arguc that  pzicno shouid be ablc tu c b  a quick 
and parnlcss dm& ovcr a promactEd and agonizing one. Opponents 
argw rhat the h p c c  appmch and adequate mcclication can keep 
terminal patients pajn-kc. 

Onc irony is  h a t  both sides arc c o r n .  h & r  is chat their 
arprnem cvadts the more troubling pits of this issue. 

Pain is not the only rtason people 
want physician- assisted suicide. 

Mymmhcrdicd u...rnhe of A h c i d s  dis- 
mse. Thc person I probjtm is had a h y s  known 

" mOthcr" not only pain." had *diedm some 
yearsbsf&cd whcn she no longer 
rccogmd mcm- bcrs of her family, 
ditd when she had small strokes that 
robbcs her of her dignity bv robbing 
her of hcr inhibitions, died whcn she was seized by paranoia and 
bcmmc a thief of ochers' b e h g b g  rhat she thought wcre k r  own 
purloined things. 

M y  fathds k friend Frank also died of ~ i r n c r ' s  dixasc. At 
1 p k did: He was locked away, raging, in a straitjacket, 

ytars ago. My htkr would go to visit him and cornc home in t a r s  
kaw Frank w d d  k g  ta lx r e l a d ,  but t k n  hc would Iwh out, 
kicking and biting and raving, whm his caretaken approached. 

1 live in b r  that I may facc thc s a c  htc. I anxiously m e  
mcasional lapst of mmory, wondcting whcthcr that's tk first step 
in chsrnmtling my ptrsonalitv, transforming me from a caring, 
nonvidmt person to a ariarmc ofmysclf or, worn, to a dangerous 
burden cn my family and society. 

I have h d y  had a brain scan to gct a k l i w  against which the 
rate of tissue loss. can 6c masurcd. 

I practice counting backwards from 160 in sevens. 
Framing the debate about physician-assisted suicide in terms of 

pain d m ' t  towh my concern 
Ir docsn'r touch the quadriplegic who finds life in a whcckhair 

unfulfilling. 

It doesn't a d d m  the wonim of thc Parlunson's distasc patient in 
the middle stages of his disease who finds movement progrssively 
difficult, or the fmrs of the individual who learns ht has AES or Inu 
Gchrig's disease. 

It docsn't address the quiet &par of rhousands of ArnKjcans 
who face promacted livcs of unacceptably pmr quality for imvers- 
iblc medical reasons. 

And it docsn't a d d m  the p u f n c  concerns of thmc cldcrEy who 
have worked hard and s a d  to kaw a legacy to their children, only 
to see it eaten up by cxpcnslw treatments in a system ddcatcd to 
prolonging life for thc sakc of the prolonging. 

Janet Adkins was a pmon who, in thc cad? stages of Alzhcimtr's 
derided not to put hctxlf or k s  family through the later smgcs. Shc 
approached Dr. Jack Kcvorkian, a rcdrcd pathologist who had 
written in blunt language about thc Rced for patients to be ablc m 
e l m  the time and mans of their &th. After some months of 
requiring her to consider altmatives, he constntad to assist ha. 
O n  Junc 4, 1990, in a 1968 VW camper parked in a public 

campsite in Oakland Gounty, Michigan, Jam A&ns initiated a 
sequence of valvcs and switch& that first dc1im-d an anatsthetic 
a d  thcn a fatal dose of potassium chloride through a n ~ d k  in her 
arm. Her k a f i  depolarizod by the KCI, stopptd at 2:30 p.m. 

A woman rrot tetminalty ill, n ~ t  ~U&tidg in painid agony, had 
clccrd to die with the assistance of a physician in order to avoid 
terminal iltnm and its indjpitjcs. Shc made her choice while she 
was still cornpcnt, still ablc M asscrc rhat the MJus pmptjng her 
decision W C ~ C  p u i n c  and authentic. 

D m  it even makc sense ta mtrict physician-assisted suicide to 

thosc who arc sti l l  compttent! S u p p  I w;lm to live my compmnt 
life to the M l a  and thcn havc it owr with whcn my capacity to act 

with comment free a d  informod consent has dt* 
Why shouldn't I bc able to cmpowcr my physician K, act whm 1 

can no longer do so, act so as to bring a life I haw carefully, 
previously judged to bt no longer worth living ro a npKdy end? 

1 am aware ofthc h r s  many have that phycian-assisted suicide 
will lead to ~nvoluntary euthanasia. I think those fears are ground- 
less, providcd we are clear a b u t  what constitute thc lcgal and 
adyuatc m r n  for physicians to act in assisting suicidc. Thc 
reason must bc a p~rsisrcnt wlsh ro die, stated by a cmpetmt 
individual who seeks to avoid the cvil of a protractad dmth or a life 
whose capacities arc diminisk l  ro a degree unacccpblc m that 
individual. 

Thedebaft that f m o n l y  on the pain ofchcterminallyill docs 
not address all thc ci~llmstanca that prompt people to consider 
physician-assistcd suicidc. 

Like t t  or not, the problem is not onEy pain. 



Ken K. Inada 
C o r r h d ) % m p a p  I 

cuss what to do. Then finally rhcy came 
up with the idm that a pinon s b d d  Be 
sent to Prsidmt Rcmmrlt to form an all- 
AJA combat unit to fight not rhc J a v  
but Nazi form in Europc. To our utter 
surprise, he approvtd the formation of 
such a unit. M k n  the official: announce- 
mmt was m d c  pu'blic and rccruitmcnt 
@an, over IO,MH) v o l u n t t t d  in 
Hawaii. Our AJA brothen on the 
mainland bur now scamrtd in eleven 
relocanon camps, rcalPv concentration 
carnps with barbcd wire fences around 
and guard towers at set distances, did not 
show that much enthusiasm at  first but 
they did volunteer to a f i p c  of over 
2,W. The mainland AJAs were c o d e d  
from thc Wtst Coast under suspicion of 
sabomge and sent inland to these camps, 
m e  as fir away as Arkansas. 
In March of 1943, we were finally 

induct& in the army and in April sent to 
Camp Shelby just outside of Hattitriburg, 
Misirnippi, to train as an wersized 5,000 
strong 442nd Regimental Infantry Corn - 
bat Tam. Located in deep South, we 
w i m d  discrimination of rhc worst 
kind, rml white and bfack racial tcnsion 
and discrimination, thc l i k s  of which we 
did not expcri~ncc in Hawaii. For cxam- 
plc,~wtgamlthelmintkdtywc 
wcnt suaight to dx back ofthe bus as we 
normally did in Hawaii. 'Ihc bus driver 
immcdiattly stoppad tk bus, m c  to the 
rear and told us to pkase Fake thc scaa up 
h t b t c a u l r e t h t ~ f w m m f o r t ) #  
c o l o d  pcoplc* 

Afm 15 m r h s  of mining, in June of 
1944, we were sent to cngagc thc Italian 
and Gcmtan fma in the hills and moun- 
a im of Italy, in such scctors as Anzio on 
the west coast. After Romc and FIorcncc 
were libtrated, we w m  sent down to 
Naplcs to mt, Thc whole regiment occu- 
pied the University of Naples campus. 
During this pcriai I had the rarc chance 
to visit thc ruins of Pompci. 

Then in early Sepotmtxr, we wtrc sent 
to Marstillcs, France, and m its outskirt 
town of Aix where we sptnt practically a 
whole week in two-man pup tents fighr- 
ing agaum the rains to keep d y .  A week 
later, we.werc scnt up t h t  Rhone VatEt). 
and castward ta Epinal where we de- 
craincd and wcrc trucked to the fmthills 

of the V a g a  Mountains, by the botdcrs 
of F m ,  Gcrmany and S w i m r l a n d  T k  
Gcrmam by now had been pushed back to 
tkr final line of dtftnst dong the Rhint 
R i m  and wc wcrc at the southemost 
part of the Rhineland. Within two days, 
we were committed to comht and within 
ten days of biner fighting in the dense 
form, we libcrated thrcc French towns 
that kgin with "EM: Bruyerrts, Eifontainc 
and Belmont. We then were awarded a 
well-tamed tcn-day r a t  by the Division 
Commander who had now cornmid  
another regiment to take ovcr where \vc 

left off and continue thc pursuit of the 
retreating German fotcts. 

I digress hcre to relate a b u t  the samu- 
rai and his wc~rd It was the fimToku- 
gawa Shogun named X y u  who said: 
'The sword is the soul of the samurai." 
Zen masters have long mqht  thc samurai 
that a sword is doubledgd, i-t., the 
sword that kills and the sword that saws 
(livcs). It sounds lih an oxymoron and 
most p p l c  will say that it is  sirnplv 
impossible. But the Zcn masters will 
poim to dK fact that mcrc technical skill is 
mmflicient in combat for that is a further 
F c c r i o n  of thc soul of the samurai that 
m r m d s  mere combat action. This is a 
subtle point that could bt illustrated by 
thc comparison of wo famous swords. 
One is so technologically superior and 
perfect that when it is placed in a stream 
the lea= that float down will without 
mccpnon bc cut cleanly. The other 
sword, however, when placed in the same 
spot will Lxhavc differently; indeed the 
lcavcs that float down the stream will in 
the final moment of contact merely veer 
away from thc cutting cdgc of the sword. 
l m p i b l c  f a t ?  Well, a t  l a s t  ltht m n d  
sword is ddinwtcd in mcraphorical terms. 
But here I would like to c a v  thc discus- 
sion further by bringing ir m m d u n  
wahre. 

I n  combat we usccE thc M1 riflc with 8- 
b u l l a  to a clip. It is  not like the c m n t  
AK automatic rifle which in R a m b  sy3t 
just kills and kills and IiEifIs. Through my 
combat txpxicncc I can a m  to thc fact 
that, rnetaphwically e n g ,  the  M 1 rifle 
was double-barrelled That is, one barrel 
shot out livc ammunition whcn thc trig- 
ger is prtssod but the other barrel shot 
nothing but blanks. In combat, thcn, 
enemy soldiers are k E U d  but at times t h y  
arc spared. Isn't this s~rnilar to the samu- 

rai"~ sword that both lulls and savcs lives? 
I t d y  believe so btmuse I have s p d  
some Gcrman soldiers' livcs in m d  
cornht due to conditions that evoke dacp 
sense of pity and human-. I refer to 
this as a unique form of "humanity in 
action." It is a deep form of compassion 
and, mast importantly, I sinady Mieve 
rhat tach soul is sensitive to it and capable 
of txptcssing; it as wcU. 

<'...in ow =me r n h  tpe 

i m d  813 mwzIitiGs. Was 
it w h  it?-" 

T k  7th Army's gal  was to take Stras- 
burg and then on M Gcmany proper. 
But thc q m c n t  that had replaced us had 
fallen into a trap. Itr spearhead first bat- 
talion was cut off from the main body of 
the rtgimcnt and now tht other battalions 
tricd daptrately tu restore contact but 
fail& Mmmvhilc, I had almdy mkm my 
onc-minutc hot shower from rnaktshjft 
55-gallon drum hot water unit ri& on 
a platform and &vtd my supply of new 
clothing, mpcxially dry scxks, when the 
order came on the second day of r a t  to 
rescue the lost battalion. Under cover of 
darkness, we again w n t  into the dense 
Vosges M a &  to cngagt in the p t -  

et and bitterest battle of our combat 
ream. Ma four day of rm-mrm 
fighting in bittcrly cold and rug@ ter- 
rain, our unit was able to makt conran 
with the lost badon  d t h c  141s infan- 

regiment of the Texas national gmd 
36th Division. The lost b a d o n  was 
now duccd to only 278 survivors but 
the irmy of it dl is that in our s;cscut 
mission wc imumd813 d t i c s .  Was 
it worth it? Debam s t i U  connnut but, 
penonally, I believe it was the sensible 
thing t o  do. 

%.ow mew mt'ssion has been 
s e M  as om of the tm most 

impmatat iad battles in 
WmIA Wrar D." 

If you art a military buff, thcn gu to thc 
Pentagon's gallcrics and you will ibc 
Cmtinrad mi pagc 10 



Conferences.. . 

The Pifih Annual 
Graduate Phitosop hy 
Conference 

s GPA Conferrnce Chair, Micbacl 
Berman, givcs this report. The AG raduatc Philwphy Association 

hcld la 5' Annual GPA C o d e m e  on 
March 1,1997, at tht Center for Inquiry. 
The !mymtc s+r was John M. Kollcr, 
Chair of the Dcpamncnt 01 PhBmoghy, 
Psychology and C a p t i v e  Schcnc~s at 

Rensselatr Polytechnic Institute. His 
prcscn~tion, 9Jainism: Cognrtivt and 
M d  Impliatim of Andmankt~gaIa," 
was well m e i d  and a m d d  Thc com- 
mmmy by John T. Ktarns, Chair of thc 
UB Philosophy Department, initbred a 
f i t f u l  and in5ighth.I ctkwsiwl e n g  
the epismnolcgml and metaphysical 
claims of Jainisrn. The pduare  papers 
inclttded a numba of UB's own mdmts: 
Robm D&o dclivtrcd LLAristotlt on 
rhc Value of History of Philosophy for 
Philosophy'' and was commcntcd on by 
Jeremy Van Ek; Mark Mcli and Eric 
Ldtdt a d  as cornrnmtators; and David 
Houghmn, UB L i n p m a  Dcpmncnt 
prexntcd "A Gamc-ThmrericaE Account 
of Ddmitencss." Marc A. Hight, Syra- 
c w  University, p w  his   pap^ "Common 
Sense and thc Heteqneity  of I d a , "  
and Bo Mwq PTnivcrsity of Rmhcstcr, 
p m c m d  *Some Methdolcgical Morals 
R-Mdty: Prapausm, Daoisrn 
and Gmfumanism." 

"The c o n f e r ~ e  had the Mlowing c e  
qmnms: The G d m  Philmophv Am- 
cianon, Thc Graduatc Stdent k c c i a -  
tion, The Graduarc Limpisti& k i a -  
tion, Thc Korean Wwau Student Asso- 
ciation, and Thc Asian Studics Program. 

UB Philosophy Graduate 
Students Make Their 
Presence Known at the 
Opsis Conference 

n Sunday, April 6, 1997, at the 
Studcnt Union, three graduatc 
students of the UB Philmophv 

DeFQmnent prtxntcd papers at the inter- 
disc~plinary Oprir C o n f c ~ n c ~  organizEd by 
the graduate studcncs of the Classics Pt- 
p m m t .  Michael Bmmm prcscnd his 
paper, 'Wagarjuna's Rclat~onal Social 
Ontology: The Other and 
Intersublccriviy." Robert K c f i r  dcliv- 
e m l  "A Comparison of the Chapmr 
Saratcs  in thc Early Dialogurn of Plato 
and tht Msmoin of Smt.cs by 
Xeqhon." Eric Bronson also gave his 
paper, T h e  Madncss of Faram." 1911 
thrcc papers were well meid and cli- 
cited discussions with the international 
audience. 

Haurani Lectures 

T he first Gcorgc Hourani ~~ 
in Moral Philmphy werc dcliv- 
erad in Fall 1 W6 by She& Kagan, 

the Henry R. tucc P r o f a r  of S&al 
Thought and Erhics at Yale Uniwssity. 
The Larurcs arc h d c d  by an cndow- 
ment from tk etare of wr Former 
Distinpishd Professor and Chair, 
G e q  Mourani, a spacialist in Islamic 
philosophy, tspacially Islamic cthia, and 
in cthical thcory. This d o w m c n t  sup  
p m  l c m m  in ethics and suppIernma 
assistantship of graduate studtnu work- 
ing in ethics. 

Shelly Kagan i s  a younger philowphm 
who lms raccmiy r n d  From the Univtr- 
sity of IIIEnois at Chimp to Yak. At 
Illinois hc was one of the m c h m  of 
Mariarn Thalos, of our Dcpmmtnt. 
Kagan is well known for his b k ,  Iht 
Litnia $ M w ,  wlmc k a q u a  against 
two fuodammml principle of common 
sew moraliry: the pnnc~plc that t h m  arc 
limits on what we are required K, contrib- 
ute to the overall & and the principle 
that ccmin ~ p c s  of am are forbidden, . . 
even whtn thcit consquencts for the 
1x4 ,& arc ovcrwhclmingly p i t i v c .  

The Houcani Lectures are to form the 
basis fm a b k  Kagan is wrilcing on a 
topic new to him. The ovcraU title ofthe 
Iectur~s was "Ihe Gcom- of Dserr." 
Kagan devoted the four tatks m develop 
ing a conccpnd h c  to hclp clarify 
judgments abour how @ or bad it is 
for p p P c  to get what they morally de- 
stwe. Hc explained p r n m i d  tcch- 
niqua for rcprcscnting the or 
badmss of a person getting what he dc- 
serves, or p i n g  l a -  or more than k 
m. He intends fbr this work to hclp 
clafify moral intuitions, and to provide thc 
basis for ethical and potirical theories 
concerned with d m .  

After mch lccmrc and at Mher t i m s  
during Kagan's visits, stdents and hculty 
engag& h m  in vigorous debate over the 
vitws 6K prcscntcd. Thc H& k c -  
t m ,  t ~ g t t k r  with the confcrtncc "Can 
Epistemology bc Unified?," p w  a livcty 
character to the intellectual hi2 of the 
Dcpamnenr in rbe fall scmtmr. 

News of 
Graduates.. . 

1962, is called 
"America's latm- 
day H q  David 

rcview by E.F. 
Kaetin of 
&tkam's  ncwly publisM bookL+~jn 
the Landsmpe: Towand an Adtf irr  of 
Emkmmt, University Prrss of K w ,  
176 pp. 
In the bmk, Bcrlcant cxplorcs new 

ways of thinking about how we Iive and 
might live in thc landscap of "amthetic 
cngagcmcnt" and "mvironmwtal crmtinu- 
itv," hc proposes a mw paradigm that 
offcrs a holistic approach to the rnmning 
of ptacc and places of meaning in our 
lives. 



L eslcy Friadman, Ph.D. 1993, is a pravokc a smltrnent. The remaining &a mass murders arc an ilKvltablc step 
mcmbcr ofthc Exccmivr Commit- llases arc compnstd ofeither i m n t s  or in the hhoricgmphy of the Final Solu- 
tec of the Charla S. Pcim hardhtads (uruallv a-nt hardhead tion. 

and Plas an article on Peircc and k&lq 
f o r t f m r m i n g i n t h e J m m r r u l g ~ H ~ a f  
Philosophy. 

Wdiam M, Ph.D. 1596, presented a 
paper at the Mid-South Philo5ophy Con- 
ference in February 9 6 ,  "Reviving the 
Amha," and providd a commentary to a 
paper at thc same confcrcncc. 

-- -. 

"...ttrarz ordinuy, raw and sobm 
mlt &wn. to a d  mfrlict 
and mjbyratha ... attmqs.. .  
I& it at..,, W k a m  

G ary Ketcham, BA 1988, J.D. 
1991, who now practicts law in 
Florida, writcs to Richard Hull 

what a typical day might be like for him: 
"Ltt mc put it this way, mast ordina~,  
sanc and sobcr pcoplc cndcavor to avold 
d a  and codlagration, where possible. 
Attorneys, on the other hand, sctk it out, 
likc flits in purmit of. ...( well skip the 
analcgy). I am now practicing civil law, 
with a range of case t y p  likc, forectm 
sum, debt collection, housing, landlord- 
tenant dispurcs, evictions, consumer con- 
met disputes, wills, -, cstatcs, d d ,  
medical =nicer, m. 
In a yid day, I will s p k  to nnumer- 

ow c l i c n ~  about a spate of tialaddmt, 
free-market a w c i t i s .  I will thcn speak to 

a p l b  of a w d t y  d n ,  in ordcr to 

arcidate the wmngfuhcss of the i r  dc& 
d the Itgal obviousness of the tracks 
thn2ve [eft M i n d  Frcquendy this will 

.+ 

poker players). Tk remainder of my timc 
is spcnt marching and preparing for the 
c o u m m  jousting and gladiator antics 
which much ofthe lcpl system has cmrne 
to rcprrxnt. It's a lot likc the in-fighting 
of the male b s ~  on the Serengeti Plain, 
wherc domination and subordination do  
horn-to-horn battle for supremacy. 

In total, it's likc a full day of Idown- 
anddirry' poker playing, whcre you show 
enough of your hand to prove you have 
some: high cards, without spending all of 
the ammunition in thc arsenal. You haw 
to lave somc ammunition in the arscna!, 
because if you spend it all, you makc it 
micr  for the other side r~ 'sandbag vou 
with a pkcr. Mtaning, wll try m run a 
hyper-tochnid, procedural sneak play, to 
beas you on a trivial, psootdd tachrmf- 
ity. You have to play y o u r  cards dosc to 
your vest, while showing amugh c a d  to 
cornpcl a scrtlment. It's quite an art to 
gct t hc riming and balance exactly right. 
Thc @lcm vw'rt &ng to amid, is dx 
scenario whew thy  raise the ante so 
high you c a n h v  in the game, wen 

wrth a W i ~ 1 n . g  hand. There's a lot of 
mmphors in there, but I'm surc you get 
the got of ~ t . "  

lan S, Rmcnhum, Ph-D. 1974? 
is the editor of a new collection A, f cssays, Ir tht Hohcawt 

Cinque? P"spwivm in Gmpmcivt Gmo- 
tide ( Wcftern Press). 

Rartnbaum, whose previous work 
conccrncd the pmecution of Nazi war 
criminals and the philosophy of human 
rights, klievcs that comparisons with 

- .  

'Wc havc mtabhshcd a pbIfc record 
that thc Holmust occu&, and we haw 
a vc.cty g c d  idea of what i t s  dimensions 
arc," hc say. TQW what we have to do is 
rcach a sertled opinion of how thc Holo- 
caust is p ~ n g  to bc vicwcd by fum 
gcnemtionr." 

An amcle a b u t  this work appmrtd in 
tht Gcnwtirlc of H@m Edncdm, May 3 1, 
1%. 

nnalisa Sassano, PhD. 1994, 
writes to Richard Hull "Sincc my A, rrival here I've k e n  teaching 

Italian and doing translations from Eng. 
lish and Spanish. I've had little time to 
conccntratc on philasophy an4 m a -  
bly, I've left some projects bthind. But I 
haven't given up yet. Meanwhile, I've 
bcefl seized by an&r p i o n :  litcraturr. 
I've started a course in mativt wriring. 
Barcdona, with i~ vimcious artistic back- 
ground, sttms to k thc right placc for it. 
The coursc is d p  intcrcsting. Since I 
started I've long ken thinking about h e  
pib i l i ty  of relating philomphy through 
literature. I SK it  as an ememamhg and 
cswtivc way of bringkg ph i !mph id  
proMrms dasc to pcaplc .... m m h g  is 
alrtady boiling in my mind." 

Haiku 
Continiccd*pagc J 

ing individual verses that wodd fit together likc links in a chain. 
A master poct would start the m ~ t i n g  with a verse consisting of 
t h  lines of 5,7 and 5 syllablles. This verse would xr the theme 
and cone for the linking process. The vcrscs would procccd with 
str ic t  syllabic count. Following thc opening verse consisting of, as 
mcntioncd, three lines of 5, 7 and 5 svllablcs a c h ,  tkrc  would bt 
a verse of two 7-svUable lines. T h e  pm-css would then repeat rhat 
atternation indefinitely. Each p t  was f t ~  m bring his or her 

own ~ncilnduat crcatrre elements into the process, ycr I t  was 

cxpectccl thar a c h  follow thc lad of those who went before. Thus 
b t h  individualiy and solidari~ were important. Also found in 
this p x i c  tradition arc two styles, one highly comical and filled 
with puns, o k n  cmted with sake in hand, thc other more aus- 
tcrc, often rcflming upon Buddhist thcmcs. Drawing upon thrx 
stylistic tlcmcns, we have created a linkcd verse in Ken's honer. 

One additional notc ofcxplanarion is ncedcd. In tcaching Asian 
philcmphy to h e n c a n  students Ken has often usat homely 
~llurtrations, including ppular items of American fast fd. A 
favorite item of this sort figures prominently in the ver& which 
follow. 

,Mike Bcrman will sem as our master p t .  



Peter Hare i n d u c e s  Haiku. In background 
costllmbd Tim Madigan with gong used to 
provide punctuation between pets. 

I 

H a i k u  
fi 

K e n n e t h  I<. I n a d a  < - 

nc*3Pheel T b c  center is an empty bml .pi... z r p n e  

ofpLmun3 and@ b n d s  A vessei alrttays ~ I C c d  mcc f rhm is aopzzx~ 
+byhepie Eva f i q s d i  .-hob cnte.it,t.l 
"By the Dhwnna, it ~ ~ o o d n  - Eric Bmttrwt 
n s~sys the bodhiam T7i.t rich w s k r  

MiEhwI B m m n  -& out infinitely T a d !  nuson to be 
unx d m t  center D h a m  did&& 

& h g h  the mwhm Jennqb RRilr, &@&tu's *ht. 
catrhispiezaw&mamw 
bwrjw-ttams,nndm&s ,- Bz ~ m t f m  the . -- 

a e ,  ~coil!" 
- . - - .  

"'arkMcli W m  if the Anchor Bgr - %- 
-. ] o h  ' 

Rich& T. H d *  

h p ; z z r ;  
Bz& hear t h e  sound 51;f r l v  sauct 

a. s t t ~ ~  cs& I~ t$clhms mICentG 
m m l g h t d  bnr 

Andpiquantttu~lls - - .. - .- - . . - %qatn- 4 
~ h i q  s h  (pk3 w n q e  on pizza P ~ ~ G T  W. H ~ I  rc F1 J@Smfl 
A n d d a b e P o i d  (kub) in them&% \- 

-- ~ h c  m A , ~ u j * r  ty, lihe a 
turn rhcfitl (wheel) ofbrcym Ail am: &nnyarl Noth- 

. b3 piZqi-*~f-S Inada 
A% K w n ~  Cho i v m ?  Zen Een? IPI N&! - 

Cnro[m k h y m  
Tim -an 



Ken K* Iaada 
Cmttinwdfimtt p q e  6 

reminded that our rescue mission has 
k e n  selected as one of thc tcn most im- 
portant land battles in World War 11. 
Our unit bcmmc the most dccwarcd unit 
of its size and length of stnice in US 
miIirary history. in the same vein, I must 
not forget to tell you with some pride that 
bcmuse of thc rescuc mission, thc Tcxas 
IqisIarurc passed a resolution to make us 
honorary citizens of Texas. So if Jim 
Brady, a Texan, were here, I would have 
to remind him that from now on it is not 
only "Remember thc Marno!" but also 
"Remernbcr the h t  Battalion!" 

I was om of the casualties wo days 
Morc thc contact was made. In pitch- 
d a r b ,  a well-timcd artillery barrage by 
thc cncrny caught our ration detail of 
twclvc men by surprise, raining on us 
deadly fragments from me-top. I W S  rhc 
last man on thc dctai t but only four of ur 
sunivtd the barrage. It is a miracle rhat I 
survivcd with a mdion dollar wound on 
my I& arm. After being blown up and 
mmmxiow for a few mtnuzer, E rtaEzed 
&c hid injury and fcPt clated that this 
was mv final day in combat, rhar I was 

p i g  b c .  ~ h c  p u m  
h m c  for rnc start4 with a month in the 
field hpita!, a ~ r r r k  back in MarstiBlrs 
wa~ting for the hospital ship h a t  ~k 
scver;ll w~eh to arrive in Ncwport News, 
VA. From thcrc, I. was sent to Yallt)l 
Forge Genml Hospital, locatEd in the 
suburbs of Philadclphia(bornc of many d 
Paer  Hare" rclatit.es), and of course the 
historic winm quart~rs of General Gaorgc 
Washington prior to his famous crossing 
of thc Delawarr River at Trenton, NJ, m 
s q r i s c  the British forcts. 

On Nw. 9, 1945, I war finaIlv dis- 
char@ from the US Anny at the b p i t a l  
and rcrumcd h n c  ro Hawaii on a slow 
lumber frcighm that  took 12 days from 
San Fmcisco. The sight of Diamond 
Htad and Aloha Tower was simply over- 
whelming, comparable ro seeing the 
Statuc of Liberty once again a k r  return- 
ing from the Europn Theater of Opera- 
tions. 

I have trackad my war experience in 
bricfbccause there are two fmtnotcs, one 
on rhc b g h ~ r  sidc and othcr more serious. 

?I will* think ofhim 
~ ~ X q q g e r J  ws an ally in 
cumpara tim philosophy, " 

On thc lighltcr note, years later when I 
came a c w  tk writings of the great Gcr- 
man philosopher, Manin Heidegger, I 
found out rhat he had spent many days 
coo* up in his cabin in the Black Fortst 
which is in the Vwgcs Mountains but on 
the German sidc. We were actually very 
close, physically spking, despite thc war. 
By 1944, Heidcggcr was spending much 
time in the cabin dctiberating or rneditat- 
ing on Eastern thought, particularly on 
Taoist and Buddhist ideas. He had many 
Asian graduate students previously, cspc- 
ciallv in the 1920's and 1930's from 
China, Korea and Japan. Although his 
major ideas on king and existcncc havc 
great simrlaricy or prallcls to Buddhm 
Taoist thought, rcgrerabty, he could not 

work it in his system successfully during 
his remaining years. But insofar as I'm 
conccrncd, I will former think of him as 
an ally in comparative philaophv. 
On a seriom norc, tht war cxpcnencc 

was the beginning o f a  ncw ptaptctive in 
my life. It was the kginnlng OF mv s e  
called philwghical turn. Wkre fresh- 
men in Phi lwoph 10 I are made m p n -  
dcr on such questions as "What i s  d- 
ity?", "Who am I?", "What can I know?", 
"What ought I to do?" a d  "Whar may I 
hope for?", well, through rhc hills and 
mountains of Italy and Fram, I had 
mcmttr td  those q h o n s  most directly 
and intensely while facing imminent 
death. MI this gratis at thc expcrtsc of 
Unclc Sam. In a way, I am gratchl to 
Uncle Sam fm the o~prcunity m mamrc 
so quickly bur thcn I d d d t  go through 
the cqxriencc win for a million dollars! 

And so this young dinosaur had a 
philwghic turn vcry mrly on a d  tracked 
down Watcrn and Eastem philosophies 
up to the pracnt. I must of course ac- 

h w l u l g e  a huge debt to Uncle Sam for 
fivt prccious ymrs of frcc education under 
thc G.I. Bill of Rights, attaining my BA 
and M A  dtgrcs in philmophy. Later on, 
I received anothcr largesse of frec educa- 
tion from thc Ford Foundation as an 
oversas training fellow for 3 1/2 years to 
cornplctc my doc~oral studies at the Uni 

vcrsity of Tokyo in Indian axad Buddhist 
philwophy. 
W c  came to BdBo in 1969, thc yzar a 

famous Heisman mphy d n g  back 
from USC j o i d  tk BuMo 51l.k. Wc 
m c m k ~ d m g ~ e w s a r t i & ~ r e p o r t -  
crs and fans telling the e n g  badr thaq 
conaary to ncgative v i m ,  Buffalo isn't a 
bad place to Ix and that the winters arc 
not that cold or snowy. All that w x  
wclcome MWS to us who had just left 
tropical Hawaii and had some k of the 
first winter. 

Cc...mr wn#able h t p - I  
m y ,  J ~ Y  W-9 
h a ~ w  her s d  wp of 
qp..." 

When school stand and tht first snow 
mmc, wc t m k  it in saide. Om k m k r  
mwy morning, I e m  drove ta thc Uni- 
versity with ampIc parking space and 
cntcrcd a rathcr quiet bui ldq.  On my 
way to the offict, I e n c o u n d  a campus 
plicc who looked at rnc ktndly and m u -  
ally said, You know tht University is 
closed, don't you?" At that moment, 
probabiy, our veneraMc but powerful 
sccmary, Judy Wagner, was having her 
s m n d  cup of coffoc, looking out thc 
window and rnmmg, "What fool wodd 
go to work todav?" Wen, From that day 
wr, I always listen to WBFO More Emv- 
ing the house- Ys, we did survive 23 
Buffalo wintas and w now instcad of 
chasing atitr mo4aFca; wc'll bc in Nc 
vada chasing aft- nrmbkcwceds. 

U B d B u f M a h a w h r n c m c o n g e -  
nial a d  accommodating to b 3 - 1  ofus in 
many rcsperss, cspocially in my purmit of 
comparative phiiosoph. But I mzm 
admit that afier marly 50 yam in tht 
field, I find - ~ t i w  bet scil~ 
quite embryonic. m c e d  al-w5 of 
mmphysics, cpistcmology and &cs, as 
the Wcst knows them, haw vet ro bt 
analyd, a r t i d a d  and corrrl&d prop 
d y  with Eamrn thought. This rnattcr is 
of ongoing intcmt to mc and in my late 
years I havc f d  on the field of a a -  
thctics as a possible bridge in Ean-West 
&alogucs. I feel quite @ to know that 
there is much unfinished work ahad  and 
I shall continue to do my m a r c h  and 
writing, plus dr ing  for the Numam 



CEntcs for Chinat and J a v  Buddhist 
texts trambtion, l o c a d  in Ekrkeley, CA. 

1997 has alrtady left scvcral mil- 
tracks. My idcologiml collmguc, Allen 
Ginsburg, passtd away last month. He 
was a Buddhist for moss. of his lifc, s t a t -  
ing at Columbia Unirm-sity w h  r k  Zen 
scholar, D.T. S d ,  bud in 1949-50 
and ~ n f l m c d  a nholc new generation of 
Dharma Bums led bv Jack Krrouac. 
Arntrian dm wddchangc b c i d y  
and ncver bc the same with the countcr- 
dm actititits--fm spccch movements 
stamng a t  Berkeley, the hippics, thc anti- 
Yicmam War dmotlsmrions and Watcr- 
gate. Did ir change for rhc bcttcr? We 
don't knowp the whole story yet since the 
acrivitits s r i U  conrinue in subtle ways, but 
these rnowmmts are irnprtanr issue for 
philosophers to pnder on. 1 leave it to 
the younger generation, the baby-bm-  
crs and p baby-boomers to challenge 
thernselvcs with that knotty problems. 
And gucd luck to thm. But I j u t  want to 
point out that the countcr-culture movc- 

ment had its s o w  in Eastern thought, 
Buddhism in particular and thus we have 
already scm an intcrculolral dialogue 
becoming a part of  our very existence 
since World War 11. Let's acknowledge 
this fact as we movc on into she next 
century. 

Masako now joins mc in thanking you 
all for honoring mc tonight but, most or 
all, thanks for the plasant mcmotics wc 
share t@er living in Buffalo and ar 
UB. Sonowwebidyouda\.erywatm 
and fond .%LOHA and a very reluctant 
SAYONARA! 

UB Grad Revered 
By Hungarians 

I m5n khir, visiting prof~ssor in thc 
spring semester, solicited from his 
Hungarian colleague Rrist6f Nyiri, 

thc following: 

Hungarian philosophers arc dividcd; 
the dominant faction of rcccnt ycars rc- 
gar& phiiosghy as an art form-the art  

ofwriting mays. 'Ihcrc is a smaller num- 
hcr who prefer to sce their subject as a 
scientific discbplinc: and applv the same 
standards and "scientific m a w "  as in the 
natural scicnccs . Thc conk rtncc, held 
benvccn 30 Octobcr and 3 Novtrnbcr 

1996 in the village of Dunatqdiny, 
undcr the auspices of the Instirutc of 
PhiImophv of the Hungarian Academy of 
kicnccs, was an attempt to invigorate the 
l a m  tradition. 

a-m*Pr3r 
pkilosophm ufthe@h- 
Ammhn, anal+ sckwl, it 
r~~sprobrrbLy SeiIars who had the 
patest  i n f ~ e  m Huqariats 
phihq~. . , . "  

The theme was the philosophy of 
W&d Scllars (M.A., 1934). From the 
F i f t i ~  to his death in 1989, Scllars had 
been one of the key f i g u r ~  in American 
philosophy. His idtas are now enjqing 
something of a mi.r.al. ..\mongst conttm- 
p r a y  philmphcrs of the An- 
gl~Amcrican, analytial school, it was 
pmbablv ScIlars who had the gratest 
Influen& on HungrIan philosophy, 
thanks to G.brgv M i r k ,  tk fim philos- 
opher of this kind In the countr?; who in 
the Sixaics studied with ScIlars for a year. 
Tht philosophy ofSelEan is a complex 

s!nthesis of seemingly incompatible 
notions- of empiricism and rationalism, 
of epistemologi~al ralism and 
cpisremolcgillal idealism, and indeed of 
approaches charactcnstic of the phitoso- 
phv of science on the one hand and of 
Lcktlsphilosophie (exis~nrialism p l u  
hermeneutia) on the othcr, including 
morals and cognition, @css (vim? 
ethically correct behavior) and rationality. 

Sellars' is a Kantian synthesis be twen 
epistemology and ethics. In his view, the 
intentions of thc mcmbtrs of a commu- 
nity can differ from each othcr in imu- 
merablt ways. But some intcnrions arc 
necessarily held in common, a n d  t k  
that arc rclcvant from a moral p i n t  of 
view arc exactly of this kind, In a c m i n  
sense t.hq comntutc the community. It i s  
logically impDssiblt that cherc should bc a 
diffcrencc of opinion conccrnlng mora Is 
insoluble in prim-plc lxmmm m c m k  of 
thc same communiv. In p r t i d a r ,  t k r t  
cxn lx no doubt for m m k r s  of a com- 
munity that it is uncmditiona!ly reason- 
able to maximiz rhc wclfarc of that corn- 
munity. 

The conference was a~rually a seminar 
on Scllars's major essay "Empiricism and 

the Phikmphy of Mind". What thls may 
has shown is that even our most immtdi- 
atcly g v m  notions p a i n i n g  to thc na- 
ture of sense perception and to thc in- 
ner-mental scene of thinking in the last 
analysis derive from cxtcrnal, public, 
cornrnunicadonal habin. Given thc 
prcxnt-day radical c h a m p  of rhc 
communimtional environment this 
ScUarsian approach is, once again, timcly. 
Indccd, thse changes d a y  again incrraK 
the sipifimmc of that concep 
rual-linpstic crmtiwty which is the F- 
~ l f i ~  task of philmophv. 

Participants from abmd were Bmcc 
Aunt, Kctin Falvcr, Dak Jaq- K i t h  
Lehrer, Joscph Pitt, Jay Rascnkrg, 
Johanna Seibr, David S t m ,  J m p h  
Tolltvcr, Timm Triplm and Willem 
dcVria From tht U.S.A.; J o h s  Brand 
from Austria and Jmcf Bremcr From Po- 
land. 

Holding an intcmariond academic 
cvcnt in a village such as Duna-y 
might stem surprjs~ng a t  first, but it is not 
without pracedtnt. DunabgdAny hosted 
nvo similar mcctinps in 1995, enritld 
Politics and Philosophy of EIcmonic 
Networking-Ausrrian and Hungarian 
Approach= and Exprricncm; and P h d m  
phy of Religion in the Ycan of 
TransfonnatiowThc lntcllccrual State of 
the Hungarian Churcher. Thcrc was an 
additional rmson for holding the prescnt 
philosophy confcscncc in Dunahgdhy: 
Kristbf Nyid, hcad of the LnsDrute of 
Philosophy, who orgmkd it, Iiw in the 
viljage. 



Electrical Engineer and Philosophical Novelist 
u...a[n] cxamplc of how far &dd one of your waywvd students has gone ..." 

ftcr receiving h Ph.D. in 1978 from our depamcnt with a disscmdon undtr Edward M~dden, Walt Rchler mmed anwhcr drmoratc 
ftom UB's Depmncnt of Electrical Engmcering. Thc Maddens have kept in touch with h ~ m  both in conrspndcncc and in visinng his A homc in Florida. For many yam Walt has bccn an 

electrical enginter for M m l a .  He has four U.S. 
parents fox electrical circuits. Abstracts of two of chm 
patents appear on this pgc. Hc has also pubiishcd a 
novel, has two nwels in press, and a fourth in prepra- 
tion. In rtspnst to a recent inquirv, Walt write: 

m -  1 -- - - -.- - .- "...Since I haven't k n  able to do philosophv profession- 
-=..._.. --- ally, I my to do it thru my hobby-writing. My books 

--- 
s- ==-==---7 

explore a problem from philosophy as a subplot to thc 
lZTZ-==j =-- 
" - L--mI---- -- main action by o p i n g  with the protagonist in the 
I- ---__- -- middle of a life crisis. His spiritual ~generation, which 

: nos require the solution of thc philosophical qutsrion, is ................... 
intertwined with his emmal adventure which prtsents 
clucs and obstacles to the solution of bth subplot and 
plot. His advtnnuc propels him towards unknown 
territory both mtcrrlal arid intemakinto foreign lands 
and into himself. 

h................... : IrlE.s 

In D r w S m r  me#, a drshartmed Brett Allman searches for a mmning m lift whilc 
puzzling over stolcn military inrtgratcd circuits and the function of a mysterious chip inside the 
new gcncration of stUuEat phones. In 7 7 ~  Gmini Factu~, Allman and his brilliant but troubled 
lover struggle with the qucszion of Fate vmus Free WilI when prtiagnitivc visions haunt hcr. 
Allman must rc~cllc ht4-1 her and thcir Mi& when sht and U.N. inspection team are arrested by 
the C h i n a  whcn shc stumblcs upon sectet biologial march  and the evil plan for irs use. 

Both m w t l s  wll Ix putrliskd in papback  by Commonwealth Publicarions of Edmonton, Canada. They should Ix our in the Spring of 1998. 
Commonwealth has a wekite at wur~~.comrnmwcdthpub.com. I am working on a fourh wvcl, Circle of Mwkr, bur since it taka rnc two y 
to write one of thtse thing I have yct to figurr out how ir will end, 

In any case, I hop this will k of i n t e n t  to you as an txarnplc of how far afield one of your wayward studcnts has go=. Even the 1: haven? 
k n  ablc to work in phil~sophy~ I wd always m u r c  the ycan I spcn t at the University; studying philosophy was an enriching cxprience that 
has served mc well in all as- of life ...." 

The Worst 
Cognitive Performance in History 

B a 9  Smith a d  Pctcs Baumann 

S m e  timc ago the editors of the "Whac is the worst c ~ i t i w  ~rFormance favor of such a j d p c n t .  Thc foElowing is 
Hamburg Ccpicivc Scicncc journal in history!": an mract from the e-mail 
XogBit' scnt out a questionnaire on discussion which followed: 

copit ivt  scimc K, a nurn'bcr of yam- "Kant's Critique of Pure Reason". 
incnt cognitiw SC~C~USE. In his rcsponx PB: Why do you think that Kant's 'Cri- 
to this qucstionnairc, Barry Smith gave This led Peter Baumann to ask Barry nqut of Purc Rcason5s chc worst 

thc following answer to the qucsnon Smith via c-mail what might sptak in C m n i r d o n p ~ ~  13 



Graduate Students 
ichacl k r m q  (Ph.D. 1997), 
succmfully dcfcndcd his dis- 

tion in March 1997, and 
4 finish hs -hip this mestct  in 
the Asian S d c s  Program, Inrerdiscip!in. 
ary Studia. Michael will Plave a lmhcm- 
ing book micw published, in R. 
PuIigada and D. L Miller, &tars, 
"Buddhism d rhc E m ~ n g  World 
Civiluadon," Phhphy  East and W&, as 
wcU as T i c  and Empnncss in the Chno- 
Lam," forthcoming in tk Jmnrtal of Chi- 
ncrr Philo&. Michael s c d  as panel 
chair at thc 1% New York Confcrcnce 
on Asian Studis at Dowling Collcgc, 
Lnng Island, NY. Thtrc Berrnan pre- 
stnrcd "Phcnomcnol~ca l  Inrcrsubjd- 
viy: Mcrlau-Ponty and N a g  juna." 

E ric B m s o n  prtscnml a paper 
cnritlcd T h e  Madness of k r a -  

tan in March at the Spcust Uni- 
versity Graduate S d m t  Codtrcncc, and 
in April at Opsis, an intcrdiwiplinar). 
Graduate Student Conference sponsorzd 
by UB's Classia Q c ~ c n t .  

Izn Clune had pubtished in 7 % ~  
M m h ,  t, 'Biomdial Ttssing on 

Ah4 onhuman Animals: An Attempt 
at a Rappxhcment B m t t n  Utilitarian- 
ism and T h r i c s  of Lnhcrcnt Value," vol. 
79, no. 2, 17 pp. as wcU as "A Critical 
-cnt of Vamtr's P r o w  for Con- - and Convqmcc  in the Biorndcal 
R-rch Dchtqn acccpttd for publica- 
non, Bcmm fht S+. ASso forthcoming 
is 7usa'ficatIon of Empirical Belicf: Pmb- 
lems with Haack's Foundhercntisrn," 
Philawpby. 

Place in h e  Cosmos", J m d  $the Hcl- 
LmiDinrpma. 

G loria Z e a  was sclectod as a 

Bradley Fellow by the Acton 
Institute in Grand Rapids, 

~ch~gan to ~0tId~Ct rcsmrch in value 
theory chis p t  summer. The academic 
m a r c h  promwed by the Acton Institute 
reflects the advmc-y for freedom on the 

part of its namesake, the moral phi]- 
phcr Liwd Acron, who is best rcmem- 
bered for the rnuchguo~d line: "Power 
rcnds m cvmpt, and absolute pwer 
comptr absoludy." Among the appmx- 
imattly eighty applications to tfic Acton 
I ~ t u t c  for this .gpomuut)r, lthfic schot- 
ars were scltrrcd. Thc three Bradley 
fellows joined cFom for wo months in 
Grand Rapids to collahrate in thcir 
resptcrivc arcas of cxprtiw in philosophy 
and/or ~ormmics.  Tk intended goal of 
such collaboration is to lay the ground- 
work for a b k  on vaIuc theory to be 
published by spring. 

In February Gloria pmnted  a papcr 
entitled "Polish Phenomenology: Bridg- 
ing Moral ObjcEtivism and Economic 
Subjecti\+srnn in Warsaw, Poland. Thc 
papcr traced the development of thc 
Lwow-Warsaw School to thc phcnomen- 
ology of Karol Wojtyla (a.k.a. John Pad 
11). 

In April, Gloria prestnted a p a p  
entitled ulntcmntt Ethics: the Emtrpc-e 
of Family Valuesn at the Valuc E n y u i ~  
confermcc in Boonc, Norch Carolina. 
This year's conkrcncc t k m e  was VaFues 
in Business and Gloria's p p r  discuss& 
thc Internet as a frce market. 

The Worst 
Cognitive Performance in 
History 
c a a i r d w p ~  Ir 

aqgnitivc pcrfomancc in history? 

L co Zajbcrt has the following pub- 
lications: "On Dckrcncc and thc 

Spirit of the Laws", Archip f ir  
Rechts-und Sod+hibrqphic; ~Pbiloq~hlp 4 
Jim in Zarin A d n ,  in Christopher B. 
Gray, (cd.), I h c  PMwqpb of Law: An 
Encyihp& (NY: Gartand); Review of 
Joseph Cmpsqs 'Plato WorSd: ,Man's 

BS: Kanr h r  an a h l u t e  line bctwcen 
what we can know and what is; in this 
wav hc seriously &valued human confv 
d m e  in the powers of science, setting in 
train a tradition of thinking which kgan 
with Hegel, through M a n  (the d m r i n c  
of 'false consciourincss'), Niemche and 

other 'masters of suspicion', down to 
Adolf Hitlcr and Ckbbcls (tk ' p t  lie'), 
and Pol Pot and Dcrnda ( b o c h ~ o f  
philosophv in Paris). 

"PB=i%yIqm*y? 
BS: I m p s c  so, but only to 
p q i e  with n s m ~  ofhumm." 

PB: May I quote you? 

BS: I s q p c  so, but only to p p l c  with 
a sense of humor. 

PB: Oh, 1 guess T didn'tgttthc joke. But 
there's sall something scrim in what you 
said, isn't there? h thc k p m g  y r n  said 
that Kant drcw a line lmwtcn what we 
can know and what is. But who doesn't? 

BS: mt drcw an absolute lim: We can, 
hc said, never know an).tltlng a b u t  what 
is. 

PB: Do you want to ray Kant is a sccpdc? 
If p, FU should d l y  publish this vicw 
-- it's a vc? original nmroFKant ... 

BS: If 'wort$' k meam 'world of things 
in lthcrnstlvd then my vicw is not origml 
at dl; if "world' mems 'phcnomcnal world' 
thcn Kant says we can lcnow the world 
we've crmted, but only that. 

PB: I still don't xt how that makcs him 
a scepac. Anyway, you also said that Kant 
"dcvalwd human confidence in cht p w -  
crs of sciencew. Let's compare, t.g., Hurne 
and Kant. One might take Hume a a 
kind of = e p i c  with regard to a d i t y .  
Kant on the other hand t r id  to 'rtscue' 
the idea of causality as a principle of sci- 
ence. Onc can, of course, doubt whcthcr 
Kant sue- in domg so. But Ix his as 
it may, 1 don't sce any reason for saying 
that Kant devalued human confidmcc m 
sciencc and in the d u e  of science. 

13s: But he did, z, did H m c  (Kant 
rcsolved Hume's dilemma by f icddiz-  
ing tht wholc of scimc-sct V a i h i e s  
'Philosophv of the As If) 

PB: Thtrt is  a scnx in which V-r 
would a p e .  But krc you'rc relying on 
an ~nttrprttation of Kant almost nobody 



nowada)s - except you and Vaihiwr - 
holds. 

BS: Everyone is dcspcrately o)ing to find 
in~npmarions of thc iClcrman Saint which 
will protect his saintliness . . . 

PB: Some pcoplc seem to have an obses- 
sion with the church! 

BS: ... and Kant writrs so badly that new 
intcrpmtiom EdI mdily off the trcts. Hc 
cstablishcd norms of style in Gmnan 
philosophy which have had ddctcrious 
e f f m  ahovt alI in France, but also else- 
whe re... 

PB: If yoti don't likc his srylc, o.k. But I 
think it's historically false to scc a conncc- 
tion (as you seem to do) bctwccn Kant 
and the mti-scicnrjsm/anti-r;lti0m1i~m of 
pmandcmist Frmch philosophy. T h a  
pcople are primarily influenced by Hegel, 
H w l  (Your hem!), Nitaschc and 
Hcid-. 

BS: Kant gave bimh to Fichm, ... the kncc- 
b n e  is connected to the thigh bonc.. . 

PB: What a b u t  Kant's famous Icmr, his 
"declaration against Fichrc"? Tha t  Kant 
gave birth to Fichtc is what the fallowers 
of Fichte, Schtlling, Hcgtl say. And cven 
rhmc people critic~tc Kant for nM king 
idealist cmugh. 

35: So: "Classid Gcrrnan Idmlism" is a 
rnimomcr. Kant was rally a non-dassical 
Chinst  realist. 

PB: S o y  take Kant to be t h e  fim Gcr- 
man Idahst? Like Fichtc or Hcgcl? I 
heavily with that. Tm not thc only 
OK who thinks that 
German Iddism is based on a misundcr- 
standing (whcthtr pductive or not) of 
somc psm of Kant's philmophy. 

BS: And Kant is imamt, in this regard? 

PB: What d m  "innoccncc" mean in the 
history of idas? Anyway, I think you put 
Kant in an cnrirely wrong neighborhd. 
k t ' s  try it the other 

way around. In my view, Kant is one of 
t h  @-uncla of mgmdvc scitnce (but 
that's anwhcr topic). Bada hat, I think 
that Kant's role in the history of phifwo- 
phy is much more psitive (to say the 
least). In a way, (almost) every philaw 
phcr d a y  is working on proMerns and 
q u & m  that lead back to Kant. No 
matter whcthcr snc a p  with what 
Kant says on sp-ific topla and no matter 
whether one recognim his impan on 
philosophy. Let mc just name a frw rg- 
ics: Who was a ktm and rnorc devastat- 
ing critic of m e m p h ~ i c s  than Kant? 
(Takc, for instance, kt13 path-breaking 
critique of the "ontological" proof of the 
cxistcncc of God and his remarks on thc 
concept ofmistcncr which arc wry close 
to what Frtgc lam said a b u t  thc concept 
of existence) . 

BS: Yes - and Pmk at th t  terrible, ttmbfe 
corwqucncc~ of the failure on the part of 
so many contcrnprary philosophcn to 

take metaphysics striousl!.? 

PB: The Zogical Positivists, for instance? 
And you dm"t want ro say thq'rt also 
part of thc linc that leads from Kant to 
Hitlcr, do you! 

&S: Long Story (see, inter aha, chapter 1 
of my book "Amrrian Philosophy") 

PB: Another pint: Take the project of 
idcnrifving ncccssary concepmal fmturts 
of cxptricnce. Strawson i s  only one of thc 
most well-known philomphcrs who pur- 
sues such an idm. Or take tk idm that 
ju+cnt is complcx in the following 
irnpwrant way: w o  fUndamcnmlly differ- 
ent t y p  of mental rcpmcntation arc 
involved, i.e, intuitions and conccp. 
They havc nrm wry diffcrmlr semantical 
and logic-al roles in judging. Thm is 
nothing like that in Lmkt 's  w Hurne's 
cmpiridsrn : thcy don't haw any amctivc 
thcory of judgment or propositional 
s t s u c m  
bccaw thcy only havc mental m p w m t a -  
tions of o m  single sort: ideas. Further- 
rnorc, in a sense, Kanr's distinction prc- 
d a r e  the distinction kwcen referring 

(with singular terms) and prcdicaang 
(with predicates). 

BS: On all of t h c ~  things I think Kant is 
codwd, and I am conftdent I could find 
pracurson of whartvcr his @ id= 
might have been (e.g. in LeEbniz, WoH, 
Crurius, ctc., not to mcntion -- if it's g c d  
&toria of judgment you're afrer -- Greg- 
ory of Rimiru or William of Ockham or 
Tom of Coblcy). 

PB: Or in almost anybdv c k ?  Anyway, 
la's mkc rhe ana ly t i c~ th i c  distinction: 
it was here btforr, but Kanf was thc first 
to give some cxpEanation. 

BS: TiShis was definitely in Cnrrius, and in 
Zocke, and in Lcibnk.. 

PB: I said that. But thcrc is a difftrencc 
bcrwetn saying a distinction is thcre and 
giving an explanation. 

BS: Mormver Kant's m c n t  of the a 
priori is absurd. 

PB: Whv absurd! 

BS: Propitions arc a priori (e.g., Py- 
thagom' h m )  h u s q  Kant says, we 
impose them on the world whm a pas- 
erby s- a laddcr leaning against a udl, 
hc imps Pythagoras' th~orcm on what 
he sats, So if the laddcr is 5 k t  long, and 
rk fOOt of thc laddcr is placed 3 feet from 
the wall, the perceiver make it true, by 
the miraculous workings of his "m- 
dental csnsriousntss", that rk top of the 
laddcr will be 4 fmt from tSlc ground 
This is just silly. 

PB: It is absurd to ddinc "a priori* as 

"imposing scrrndxq an thc world"! 
Right you are! But Kant diddt do that (I 
wwrdcr how you find dl this nonscnsc in 
jmt one book). He rather explained it 
along the {nowadays) usual lincs ("indc- 
pcndcnce from cxpcritncc"). It's rme: fot 
some years we have known (scc Kripke 
and Kaplan) that onc shouldn't identify 
the a prjorf with the ntctrsary and thc a 
pasccriori with thc contingent. This is an 
improvmcnt that wwld hardly haw k e n  
p s i b l e  withour a conception likc Kant's. 
Fqc, for i m c e ,  knew about the merits 
of Kant's distinction of anal+ and syn- 
thctic (see his "Foundations of Arithme- 
tic") and dtvelopi his own v i m  based on 



chat. - from Kant docsn't m a n  
a~ce ir ig  with him. It's not a good id= 
j u t  n, condemn, condemn, condemn ... in 
the manner of some Holy Spanish Inquisi- 
tion ... 

BS: Onc ran find g d  bits in "Mein 
Kampf', too. (Even in Dcrrida, pcr- 
haps)[Addtd in proof: No. That last bit is 
going too far.] 

PB: And I was just kginning rn get your 
jokcs... You !caw FW ddwt that !.ou rmlly 
don't Like Kant. But cvcn if Kant is so bad 
woulddt it Ix: a g o d  rhng to scad the 
book as a stydent? In the questiomairt 
you say you want to $an the h k .  Why 
not m d  it as a paradigm of how not to 
philosophize? Eurthcmorc, you told me 
why vou think Kant is so bad. But you 
didn't tell mc why the first Cririquc is the 
worst cognitiw performance in history 
(late Heideggcr would bc a much bemr  
candidate for that position, wouldn't it). 
And that's defi~tciy a different question, 
isn't it? 

BS: God, how I hate Kam! 

PB: Did you cvcr rmd Kant? Why not 
give it a T? 

BS: Don't KO t ach  your grandmother 
h o w  to suck eggs. 

Awards. .. 
Hourmi 
Fellowships 
Awarded 

w a s o n  Adsit, 
Eric Bronson and Scott Hurigvr 
rccEivcd Hourani Fellowships for the 

pting 1997 mn-" T k c  scholarships I 
are p~ovidcd by thc George F. Houmni 
Mcmorial Fund, eta'b1'shod in mcmory of 
former Distin_pkhcd Professor and De- 
pamncnt Chair Georlgt Hourani. Fellow- 
shps arc p n t c d  to outstanding graduatc 
studen- specializing in a h i a .  

Steinberg Prize Winners 

uah Fagnan won first place in thc 
compx~tion for the Steinbcrg 
Prize wtth her w a y  "The Fart and 

Frcrdm of Bigger Thornas," and second 
placc was awarded ro Jorge Toms- 
Lumsdcn for his cssay "Language and 
Tbught." The Prizc(s) is given ytarly to 
an undcrgraduare(s) for an oursranding 
work of a philosophical nature. 

Mary C. mman 
Scholarship 

avid J. Hdge and Jorgc 
Twrrs-hmsden, both Thilm- 
ophv majors, shared the Mary 

G. Whiman Scholarship for 1996-97. 
The 1997-98 Mary C. Whitman Scholar- 
ship winners arc Philosophy majors 
T i e m e  L. Smith and Anthony M. 
Caputi. Gonptulations arc extended to 
thcse dwning students. 

Perry Prizes 

t Thomas D. Pcmy Disstrtarion 
Prizes for 1997 wcrc awarded to T" Kimberly A. Blessing and Wil- 

liam m, 

Proposed Institute 
J for ~ a w  and 

Applied 
Philosophy 

B arry Smith and David KoepseIl 
haw p m p d  the creation of an 
lnstltutc for Law and Applied 

Philo~ophy. In  their Preliminary Pro 

spccnrs they providc thc follawmg back- 
ground: 

In an age of rapid technologid pmg- 
rcss, lc~slamrs,  jurists and lauvers must 
grapple with cmant lv  changing domains 
of objects. The expansion of trading 
blwks and t r a ~  orgnuations, and the 
concomitant growth in mmprtance of 
international law have in addition sub- 
pcccd thc proccsxs of law-making and en- 
formcm to c M m p  of incrmsing 
intensity. LC$ systems haw been forced 
to try rto fit such things ar gcnctically 
cn@nmBd Iifc f m s ,  artificial intelligen- 
ces, %dm cumncics and thc lnrtma 
Into legal xhcma which, whcn initially 
dcvcIo@, anticipated no such phenom- 
cna. 

Lcgal schemes have consandy to br 
updared, yct this is done primarily in an 
ad hoc manner. Thii ad hoc lcgslaung is 
marked by a general failure to examine or 
develop categorical schcrncs, or ontole 
gics, of suffrcicnt gmcrality and robust- 
ness to comprehend both old and new 
varieties of objects in a natural and inm- 
itivel y appl ing  fashion. Examples 
abound of ntw t y p  of objects with 
which thc law has failed to come to grips 

in rcawncd Fashion. Arc gentt idy engi- 
neered life forms txprasions, which 
might Ibc afmdcd the prorcction ofintcl- 
lecrual proptry law? If  so, are they the 
son  of mpressions which mav be pat- 
ent& or arc they the sort which may lx 
copyrighted? The answers to such qua- 
ziom can lx discovered only through a 
careful examination of thc existing ontol- 
ogy of i n t e U d  prqmty law and of the 
broader ontology of manufacture and 
biological cnti ties. 

Courts and govemmms have bccn left 
to deal with such problems by trial and 
error, oftm with much confusion and 
inconsistency amongst j d c t i o n s  as a 
result. Such confusion might m some 
d t p  be avoided through thc drvelop 
mcnt and application of sophistjcatcd 
techniques of ontolo@ analysis: it is 
with such tcchniqucs that the ppd 
Universiy at Buffalo Instinttc for Law 
and Applied Philosophy will be primarily 
conccmcd. 



Philosophy 
Graduates 
Abound 
This Year 

c hilowing arc 
s~lopxs of five T of the nine dis- 

madom ddcnded this 

cnon of interprrrivc undtrstanding imlf. 
Gadamcr's T d  and Metbod is the most 
camptcte phiPosophid account of dc- 
scriptivc hermcncuti~ m &tc, and ac- 
cordingly our amtion to descriptive 
hermencutits is largck a critique of 
GadarncrS work. It is argued that both 
normative and descriptive hermeneutics 
can a d  should k cxplored scparatclv. 
Interpretation and criticism arc also 
harmonized through a brief mdl; of 
typical philosophical, literarv, scriptmal, 
and legal texts. 

The Missing Cartesian 
Ethic: h Examination of 
Descartes"'Provisional" 
Morality 

's study f m w  attention on the 
"provisional moraEiryr found in T" Dmcsrtts' fim m Method 

(1637) and in reladonship to "highest and 
most perfect moral v c m "  alludcd to in 
thekdamtQtkPn'lttiprcJ (1647). It was 
Dscarcd ricw that particular moral 
judgcmnm can bt docidcd by the individ- 
ual of bun s m  who, cnlighttncd by the 
r u t h  of n a n d  science, i s  bund onlv by 
a loose sct of prudential and practiml 
maxims; to try to makc decisions with full 
k n o w t c ~  of all the facts, to show firm 
rcsolurion in arrying out dmc decisions, 
and to b c m e  accimomcd to desire only 
tlmc things that are within our power. 

Harmonizing Hermeneutics: 
The Normative and 
Descriptive Approaches, 
Interpretation and Criticism 

I n this disstrtation, what I term thc 
normative and dscriptivc approach= 
to hcrmcneutics arc explored and 

brought zogcther. A normative a p c h  
is one conccmad with providing the cor- 
rect merhd for gaining knowlcdgc of thc 
mcaning of a text. A descriptive approach 
is m n c d  with describing the phcnom- 

Philosophy as an 
Underpinning for Qual- 
ity of Lode Research 

is  dissertation examines thc 
contributions of philosophy to T" the analysis of quality of life of 

paamnts, pamc-ularly those with rancct. 
The approach for this reslsarch cndcavor 
crnkdics two distinct restarch method- 
olog~e, namely, philcmphic inquiry and 
qualitative march .  Initial chaptcrs 
examine tradirional medical and psycho- 
&a! evaluations, noting thc inadqua- 
c i a  of each. Chapters which dacribe 
how philosophy can d e e p  ws under- 
standing of thc patients' p e r s p v a  
inc ldc  the tbllou~ing: a review of con- 
cept analysis; a prexnracion on pertinent 
aspem of the Platonic canon; consider- 
ation of fminist theory and lastly a proc- 
tatmarion of v i m ~  q n s r c m o l ~ s  applica- 
biliv tu the quality of life cntcrprisc. A 
chaptcr on the input of cxistcnt~alisrn to 
health carc ccnms on the conmbutions 
of Mamn Bukr and Emmanuti k inas .  
Qualitative as-ssrnent is a c h i c d  via a 
narrative approach as a wav to gain a 
more indepth a p a t i o n  of thc cxpcri- 
cnca of m a n  with ovarian cancer. 
Exampla from ahrtc patient's narrativ~s 
are off& to dcmonsrrarc their value as 
o~presenmtions of quality of life research 
appIicable to hmlth care practice. 

The Ontology of 
Cyberspace 

David R K m p d  

S o far, no adcquatc e a t o l c g  of 
qbxspacc har ben formulad. l%c 
law of in t e l l ecd  propmy h at- 

tcmptcd to fit computer-mediattd phe- 
nomena inro t h e  current legal scheme. 
Currently, tht 3aw distkgwha bctwecn 
thc s u b j j  of p a  law (machine, p r d -  
urn, proccssts, and compositions of rnat- 
tcr which are nclv and uscfd), and thc 
subject of sopyn'ght law (urprcssions). 
This djstimtion is  unwarranted. All 
things which art man-madc and intention- 
allv p d u c e d  are cxprcsivc objccs. kll 
computer-mediated phenomcna arc such 
cxprmivc objects. Thc Paw of i n t e l l e d  
propcny comprises a naive ontology. A 
common-scnsc onrologv o l  intcllcrmal 
propeq, which must abidc by the rula of 
loplc, m.ognurs that all man-made o b w  
which a r t  ~ntcntimalIy pduccd arc cx- 
prcrsiw obpca and should tx afforded tk 
same Form on intcilectual propeq protec- 
tion. A unified ontology would accom- 
m h t c  computer-mediated phnwmtna 
without rht problems which d t  from 
the current naivt ontology. 

The Concept of Futility in 
Medical Care 

T he concept of furiliry maim a 
hotly d e b a d  ropic in modern 
bioethics. Some atgue that the 

meaning!- concept is a nulsancc to pa- 
tient autonomy, and have even muck out 
to replace cht ram "futility' with new, 
ambiguous h p g c .  That temptation is 
m i d  b. % dissertation's fint part 
enr ich  the concept by the addition of a 
third axis, thm all- furilizy j d p m ~  
to be made in much the samc way as such 
mdti-dimmional disordm as Akohdism 
arc diagnascd. The second half stts the 
multi-axial futility conccpr into three 
settings of medid practice &hating in 
a moral defense for with- 
holdinglwithdraw~ng httlc medical cart 
over thc insistence of patients and their 
sumgates who demand it. 



New Graduate Students 

13urrm, Jason E. 

Fee, Jennifer R 

Hain, Howard 

Johnson, h o n t  D. 

Kaspar, David P. 

KIawitter, Michael L. 

k - 3  J* H- 

Pamgwa, M e n  J.T. 

&Scotc, J c E  T- 

Van Ek, Jcrcmy S .  

Weidtnbaum, Jonathan 

M.A. University of Cophagan (Thcorcrical Biology, 1994; Philosophv of 
*gc, 1996) 
Entacsts: Philosophy of Language 

B.S. SUNY Fsedonia (Machmatia, 1993); B.A. SUNY Bsockpwr (1996) 
I n t m :  History of Earlv Mdem Philosophy, Asian Philwophy, Philosophy of 
Sciencc, Philosophy of Religion 

B,A. Mich~pn  Sntc Uniwrsiy (1996) 
Intcrcsts: History of M d c m  Philosophy, M c t a p h ! ~ ~ ,  Epistcmology 

B.A. Tufts University (1994) 
Tnttrcsts: Rights Theory, Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of language, Moral 
Philosophy 

B.A. StTNY at Buffalo (1995) 
Intcrcst: Anal!~ic Metaphysils 

B.A. University of Mintxsota-Duluth (1974); M.A. Fnnciscan University- 
Stcuknville 
Imtrests: Mcraph!sic.s 

B.A. William Patcrson Cotlcge (1993); M.A. UnEvcssiy of Rhdc Island (1995) 
I n t e r n :  Logic, Philosophy of Sciencc 

B.A. SZWY Buffalo (1993) 
lntertsrs: Phenomenology, Epistcmologv, Smial Philosophy 

B.A. Univenity of Nevada (1996) 
Intercsrs: Ethics, Philmphv of l a w  

B.A. Tulane Univcrsiy (1993) 
Intercsn: Epistcmology, Philosophy of Mind, Cognitive Scicncc 

B.S. Union College (Gmlogy 1993) 
Inter-: Ethics, Epistemology, Ontology, Philosophy ofRc[ipon, Political 
Philosophy 

B.A. Hope Collegc ( 1996) 
Intcrcsts: Epistcmology, Ethics, Philosophy of Mind 

B.A. SUNY Albany (1996) 
Interests: Continental Philosophy, Contemporary Theology, Phcnomenologv 



Undergraduate Affairs 

year the Philasophy Department made cffom to get undergraduates more involved in thc lifc of the D c p m e n t ,  and also a d  to 
provide corognition of achiewmcnu of undergraduate majors and minors. T" Xn both the fill and ehe spring semesters, h e  Depamnenc hosted nw, breakfast receptions for undergraduate majors and minors, and 

prospxtive majors and minors. Attendance at these affairs was encouragng but not ovenvhelming. 

Two awards were insritutcd for outstanding Phil- 
phy majors who arc graduating scniors. This year the 
recipients, who received engraved medals, were David -- . 
Hodgt and Matthew Wtbcr. David wilI pursue graduate - 

study in philmphy at Vandehilt University in the ml, 
while Matt will work for an American firm in Hong 
Kong. f i r  spending some time trying to facilitate US- ,A 

Chinese business relations, and learning C h i n a  language 
and cultwe, Matt intends to enter graduatc school in 
philmophy. 

The Dcpament inaugurated a graduation ceremony 
for majors and minors. Each graduating senior reccivd a 
certificate of achievement, and the Department hasted a 
lunch for students and their familia. This affair was w c l l  
attend4 and well received, and will k o m e  a regular 
f ~ t u r c  in fum ymrs. 

Luncheon Guem 

ewishtothankdthascwho 
have supported this depart- 
ment through their dona- W 

uons to thc various funds: Farbcr, 
Hourani, Pcrry, Steinberg, Donovan, 
and the Philomphy Department Rc- 
sowce Furtd. 

Please send mamial you wish to k 
ipdudd in future Nohlettcrs to: The 
Philosophy Dcpamncnt, 607 Baldy 
Hall, SUNY-Buffaio, Amherst, NY 
14260 

N o .  9 J u n e  1997 

We wish to thank everyone who 
contributed material to the Noblct- 
nr. Thanks to Eileen McNamara for 
word procming and layout. 

*(TIIS unauhrizod doggeral w a ~  inter- 
polated into the haiku by RTH.) 

There once was a 
Buddhist named Ken 
Who conupred his studencs with Zen 
For when they said "Masref' 
He visited dsastcr 

By devaluing the exchange ratc for Yen. 

Thcrc once was a philosopher named 
Ina& 

Who doted on pina colada 
Re sat in his sauce 
Thumbed his nose at his bass 
And ended up retird in Ncvada. 
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