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The Role of Dissipation in the Propagation of   
Deep-Water Waves 

 The propagation of deep-water waves, such as ocean swell, are 
typically modeled by considering water to be an inviscid fluid. Here 
we discuss the consequences of this inviscid approximation when 
comparing theoretical predictions to measured experimental and 
field data. For some situations, dissipation tweaks the comparison. 
For others, dissipation changes the outcome. 
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