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Vermont town to honor former slave's life

By LISA RATHKE
The Associated Press
Monday, October 6, 2008; 4:56 AM

POULTNEY, Vt. -- A former slave
whose memoir is among the only
ones known to describe abduction
from Africa is about to get a historical
marker in the small Vermont town
where he ended up settling.
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eventually earned his freedom _ will Green Mountain College in Poultney, Vt., Thursday, Oct. 2, 2008. On Oct.

- 12, the historical marker will be placed in Poultney to honor the life of
gather Satu rday for the erection of the Jeffrey Brace, a former slave, who won his freedom by fighting in the

memorial on a town green. Revolutionary War and later settled in Vermont, the first state to abolish
slavery. Henry, president of the African American Club at Green Mountain
College and Nassivera, a professor and adviser to the group, helped to

"The importance of Brace's story is get the marker made. (AP Photo/Toby Talbot) (Toby Talbot - AP)
not just that he's a remarkable

individual but it's part of Vermont's history and TooLeox

American history that had disappeared,” said Kari [T Resize Print

Winter, who edited the memoir “The Blind African E-mail Save/Share +
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His memoir traces his abduction in 1758 in West Africa
at age 16 and the wretched trans-Atlantic voyage that ensued, in which he was starved,
shackled and whipped, and watched others die of starvation and beatings.

"Over the course of about 350 years, something on the order of 12 million people were
shipped across the Atlantic and yet we could count on our hands the number of surviving
first-person written accounts of people who made that journey," said James Campbell, a
Stanford University history professor.

"So to have an account like this be discovered and made available to students describing the
experience of capture in Africa, the experience of the Middle Passage and a life in slavery
right up until the early 19th-century New England, that's an extraordinary find," said
Campbell, who specializes in slavery history.
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and one bright gleam of life seemed to shine upon me," he wrote.

He worked for a tavern keeper in Dorset, where he met his wife, Susannah Dublin, a widow
and former slave. But life in Vermont was a constant challenge, Winter said.

They lived in Manchester for a time, but the town indentured his wife's two children to work
in different households. It was a common practice for poor people who could not support
their children, but in this case: "The complaint amounted to this: that | was a black man,"
Brace said.

The family returned to land Brace had bought in Poultney.

He cleared fields and grew crops but endured constant confrontations with a neighbor over
land, crops and livestock. Fearing his children could be indentured again, he moved the
family twice more.

Brace became blind in his old age but says he felt it was his duty to publish his memoirs _
"that all may see how poor Africans have been and perhaps now are abused by a Christian
and enlightened people.”

He was helped by a white abolitionist lawyer, Benjamin Prentiss, who wrote down his story,
adding his own research and interpretations.

Winter, a professor at the University of Buffalo, found one of the original copies published in
1810 in the special collections library at the University of Vermont, where she used to teach.

In Poultney, John Nassivera, a Green Mountain College professor took a special interest in
Brace after Winter gave a talk on him.

He wrote a play based on the book and urged the school's African-American Club to take up
the cause. They worked with the Poultney Historical Society and VVermont Division of
Historic Preservation to have a marker made honoring Brace's life.

For Brace's descendants, who didn't know of their ancestor until the memoir was published or
they were contacted by Winter, their heritage is something to be proud of.

James Brace, who's white and lives in St. Albans, calls his ancestor a hero.

Rhonda Brace, whose grandfather and an uncle are named Jeffrey, realizes they're one of few
African-American families who can trace their ancestry to a particular slave.

It gives new meaning to being African-American, she said.

She said she still pinches herself that something of this magnitude _ the memoir _ was found.
The interest in it in Vermont has been phenomenal, she said.

"I've always felt that Jeffrey Brace would really come to life when a lot of people would
participate in reclaiming his memory," Winter said.

More on washingtonpost.com From Our Partner

« More Nation News @ the OMION
» washingtonpost.com Obama Modifies 'Yes We Can' Message to Exclude
Area Loser

McCain Speechwriter Trying To Write Lines That
Don't Lead To Creepy Smile

Evolutionists Flock To Darwin-Shaped Wall Stain

More Stories From The Onion

People who read this also read ...
Obituaries in the news
Man falls to death after police stun gun shock
Jury says it's near deadlock in Fla. boat killings
Grieving son welcomes trial in yacht killings

.<Fregate
edge
discovery by

Most Viewed Nation Articles
A Nightmare for Sales of Dream Cars
25% of Wild Mammal Species Face Extinction
Two Japanese and American Win Physics Nobel
Studies Lift Hopes for Great Lakes Wind Turbine
Farms

» Top 35 Nation Articles
» Most Popular on washingtonpost.com

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/06/AR2008100600435.ht...

Page 2 of 3

Watch Voices on Leadership Sponsored by SAP
8 Secrets Your Credit Card Company Won't Tell You

25% off XPS 420 desktops $1699+!

Ads by Google

The Mountain Road Resort

Stowe's summer vacation destination Great vacation deals! 800-
367-6873

www.MountainRoadResort.com

Century 21 Kenyon Realty
Oldest name in Mt Snow Realty Rentals, Buying, Selling, Const.
www.Century21Kenyon.com

Mt. Snow, Vermont Rentals

Wide Selection of Rental Properties Rent by Weekend, Week or
Season

www.RentalsOnly.com

10/7/2008



Vermont town to honor former slave's life - washingtonpost.com Page 3 of 3

© 2008 The Associated Press
Ads by Google

The Mountain Road Resort

Stowe's summer vacation destination Great vacation deals! 800-367-6873
www.MountainRoadResort.com

African American Grants

$30,000 in African American Grants Never Repay - Get Your Free Kit.
AfricanAmerican.GrantKit.org

Century 21 Kenyon Realty
Oldest name in Mt Snow Realty Rentals, Buying, Selling, Const.
www.Century21Kenyon.com

NEWS | POLITICS | OPINIONS | LOCAL | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING | CITY GUIDE JOBS | CARS | REAL ESTATE | RENTALS | SHOPPING

SEARCH: @.i.weshingtonpost,com (C) Web: Results by GOUSIE'" Search Archives

washingtonpost.com : About Us | Work for Us | Advertisers | Site Map | Search Terms | Topics Index | Make us your homepage | mywashingtonpost.com | Mobile | RSS | Widgets
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Advertisers | PostPoints | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post | National Weekly
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996- 2008 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions Help | Contact Us

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/06/AR2008100600435.ht... 10/7/2008



