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Gov. David A. Paterson’s proposal to allow more autonomy for state university campuses—in effect, taking the
UB 2020 plan statewide—is a bold step that should be followed by the State Legislature if State University of
New York campuses are to boost their ability to compete with the rest of the nation.

Paterson’s major reform plan, of which the SUNY proposal is part, was unveiled with his budget. While that
budget focuses on the state’s fiscal crisis, this piece of the plan is a long-term strategic change nearly identical to
legislation proposed last year for the University at Buffalo.

As Paterson indicated, campus presidents across the state have been frustrated at the practice of having to check in
with Albany for everything from chalk purchases to the cost of tuition. Such a lack of flexibility during tough
economic times makes competing for students all the more difficult, because universities in other states have the
ability to be more nimble in their own planning and budgeting decisions.

Western New York’s State Legislature delegation last year proposed the “UB 2020 Flexibility and Economic
Growth Act” to remedy that. Paterson apparently agreed in whole or large part, because he adopted and applied
the concept to the entire SUNY system. Now it’s a matter of getting the full Legislature on board. The UB bill
was passed by the Senate last year but never reached the Assembly for a vote, because of a concern that other
SUNY campuses were being left out. Paterson seems to have resolved that issue.

The biggest piece of the governor’s proposal is perhaps the most important—changing the way tuition is
increased.

By abandoning the traditional sudden increases that have dealt a severe and unpredictable blow to students and
their parents—and, ultimately, to universities and colleges —the state would give campus officials the ability to
raise tuitions at a reasonable and incremental pace. SUNY schools then would have even more flexibility to
improve academic offerings, and campus facilities.

There’s much to commend in the governor’s proposal. Besides the ability to raise tuition, SUNY campuses would
be able to lease and sell, borrow money through bonds from an entity such as the state Dormitory Authority or a
local industrial development agency, and buy goods and services without an additional level of state review.

Such opponents as Assemblywoman Deborah Glick of Manhattan, who brings up tuition impacts on lower-
income and middle-income families as a factor, should consider whether sudden increases due to the often
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fluctuating state financial situation aren’t worse than smaller predictable increases that can be “locked in” for
students over the course of four years.

Local campus management is not a complete answer to SUNY problems, but it does offer campus officials the
ability to better plan and implement improvements to be more timely and efficient in an increasingly competitive
educational climate.

Reader comments Rate This Article

No votes yet.
There are no comments on this article. Reader comments are posted immediately and are
You must be logged in to comment on or rate articles. not edited. Users can help promote good discourse

by using the "Inappropriate" links to vote down
comments that fall outside of our guidelines. Comments that exceed our moderation threshold are automatically
hidden and reviewed by an editor. Comments should be on topic; respectful of other writers; not be libelous,
obscene, threatening, abusive, or otherwise offensive; and generally be in good taste. Users who repeatedly violate
these guidelines will be banned. Comments containing objectionable words are automatically blocked. Some
comments may be re-published in The Buffalo News print edition.
Log into MyBuffalo to post a comment

MyBuffalo user: Password:

Forgot your password?

What is MyBuffalo?
MyBuffalo is the new social network from Buffalo.com. Your MyBuffalo account lets you comment on and rate stories at buffalonews.com. You can
also head over to mybuffalo.com to share your blog posts, stories, photos, and videos with the community. Join now or learn more.

sort comments: newest first / oldest first

Need Affordable Obama Urges Refinance Now at
Health Care? Homeowners to 3.7% APR

Get Affordable Health  Refinance $160,000 mortgage
Insurance Quotes Rates as low as under $752/mo. Free.
Online - Plans from 3.616% APR! Calculate No Obligation. Get 4
$30 / Month New Payment Now. quotes now.
USInsuranceOnline SeeRefinanceRates MortgageRefinance

Ads by Yahoo!

BuffalolobFindercon | xESCLhsriobs  JOBEAIR e
eerfbst Tuesday, Feb. 16 )

9a.m.to 3 p.m.

© 2010 The Buffalo News. The information you receive online from The Buffalo News is protected by the
copyright laws of the United States.

The copyright laws prohibit any copying, redistributing, re-transmitting, or re-purposing of any copyright-
protected material.

http://www.buffalonews.com/149/story/928484.html 1/20/2010



