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Bats are better known for their blood-sucking, vampire-morphing
qualities than they are for their ability to help humans. But according to
University at Buffalo professor Joyce Hwang, they're some of the most
vital animals in our ecosystem: The flying mammals are natural pest-
control teams—effective predators of potentially harmful but mostly
annoying insects like mosquitoes—and also manage to pollinate flowers.
So Hwang designed the Bat Tower, a structure that would encourage
bats to concentrate their pest-fighting skills in a specific area.

http://www.good.is/post/a-high-rise-for-bats-is-a-natural-pesticide-program 9/21/2010



A High-Rise for Bats Is a Natural Pesticide Program - Design - GOOD Page 2 of 7

The 12-foot bat apartment building is filled with tiny crevices made from
plywood and dimensional lumber and was constructed with Hwang's
students. The dark wood panels on the roof of the structure heat up in
the sun to provide a warm, dark place for bats to go after dusk. The team
also planted spicy herbs like chives and oregano that would attract bats
to the area (maybe the whole garlic-warding-off-vampires isn't exactly
right).

00:00/00:00

If you think the Bat Tower looks more like a piece of art than a bat high-
rise, you're right. The structure is actually a piece of sculpture, part of
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Griffis Sculpture Park in upstate New York. Hwang received a $10,000
grant from New York State Council on the Arts to address her specific
statement on the relationship between architecture and ecology.

The structure will be dedicated on October 2 and if all goes well, the bats
will be moved in by Halloween. But even if bats don't take a liking to it
right away, the Bat Tower does serve as a valuable piece of bat PR,
educating people that the flying mammals are indeed a valuable part of
the local ecosystem. In fact, says Hwang, bats are suffering from
something called white-nose syndrome, a deadly disease which scientists

have been unable to explain. It may have something to do with toxins—
which could, ironically, possibly be related to pesticides—in the caves
they hibernate in.

As she waits for her bat friends to move in, Hwang is working on other
architectural ways to draw bats close to our homes, like a Pest Wall that
would work vertically on the outside of a building, or a Pest Pavilion, an
entire building with crevices around the exterior to attract our new
favorite neighbors. For those in the area, a Bat Tower dedication and
hike is scheduled for October 2.

http://www.good.is/post/a-high-rise-for-bats-is-a-natural-pesticide-program

Page 3 0of 7

BT [ ) e D

9/21/2010



A High-Rise for Bats Is a Natural Pesticide Program - Design - GOOD

Page 4 of 7

_G00DBLOG® S

Read more posts here.

POSTED IN: GOOD Blog, Environment, Design

TAGS: ENVIRONMENT

SEE COMMENTS

http://www.good.is/post/a-high-rise-for-bats-is-a-natural-pesticide-program

9/21/2010



A High-Rise for Bats Is a Natural Pesticide Program - Design - GOOD Page 5 of 7

SIGN THE PETITION & WE'LL
DONATE $1 ON YOUR BEHALI

RELATED POSTS

SsmCa T

Animal Penthouse The Burj Dubai Opens. Yay?
In England's industrial center of Leeds, populations The 2,684 foot Burj Dubai—the world's tallest man-
of bats, birds, and butterflies have been declining as made structure—opened today. Der Spiegel has a nice
urban areas expand into wild habitats.... photo gallery from the tower. And...
|
by ANDREW PRICE POST by ANDREW PRICE POST

Eiffel Tower Makeover 11 Spring

Ever waited in the long lines at the base of the Eiffel Perhaps you've heard of 11 Spring Street, the street
Tower only to take the sluggish lift to then find a art mecca that has been developed by the Wooster
disappointingly small and overcrowded... Collective. If you were in New York, last...

by DANIEL RILEY POST by MORGAN CLENDANIEL POST

http://www.good.is/post/a-high-rise-for-bats-is-a-natural-pesticide-program 9/21/2010



A High-Rise for Bats Is a Natural Pesticide Program - Design - GOOD

Sears Tower to Get Turbines,
Finally Harness Windy City's
Potential

First off, just to clear the air, the Windy City isn't so

named on account of actual wind per se, but because
of Chicago's blow-hard politicians,...

A Massive Plan to "Decarbonize"
Chicago
The architecture firm Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill are

working on a massive plan to "decarbonize" Chicago's
Loop. The project incorporates a...

by PATRICK JAMES POST

LEARN MORE AT GOCD.IS/BRADDOCK

..+ 000D

® today's

About | Join | SignIn

http://www.good.is/post/a-high-rise-for-bats-is-a-natural-pesticide-program

by ANDREW PRICE POST

) 3

~

Transparency: The Richest and
Poorest Neighborhoods
What makes a neighborhood? Certainly, it is much

more than simply the wealth, race, and careers of the
residents, but those are fundamental...

by GOOD, KARLSSONWILKER POST

. ® |f today's college student is different, what

Page 6 of 7

9/21/2010



A High-Rise for Bats Is a Natural Pesticide Program - Design - GOOD Page 7 of 7

TOPICS SPECIAL FEATURES SOCIAL MAGAZINE
Business Blogs Twitter Current issue
Cities Events Flickr Back issues
Culture Infographics Facebook Get the magazir
Design Look YouTube Renew/Service
Education Picture Show StumbleUpon Change Address
Environment Q&A Foursquare

Food Video Buzz

Health

Media

Politics

Technology

Transportation

© GOOD Worldwide LLC. Company details

GOOD is working with

MSN Privacy Policy | Legal | Advertise | About our ads

http://www.good.is/post/a-high-rise-for-bats-is-a-natural-pesticide-program 9/21/2010



