(311 § NEWS

News

Campaign 2008
VPR Regional News
Vermont Edition
Commentary Series
Series and Stories
National News
International News
VPR's Lieutenant
Governor Debate
Ask the Lieutenant

Governor candidates a
question

Pledge Central

Thank you gifts, photos,
and more!

Vermont 3.0 Career
Jam

Join VPR at the Career
Jam

Campaign 2008
Coverage

Election coverage from
VPR & NPR

Economic Update

The latest from
Marketplace

VPR Cooks: Ginger
Cookies

From Michelle Jeffery

The Vermont Public
Radio Blog

Sound thoughts on VPR,
VPR Classical, and more

Travel to Patagonia
with VPR

Learn more about this
trip of a lifetime!

Live Performances
from VPR & VPR
Classical

Hear these live Jazz &
Classical performances

Listener Testimonials

Hear your friends and
neighbors!

Careers at VPR

Learn More

My Vermont

The My Vermont Project
essays and
documentary.

Learn more about the My
Vermont Project

VPR and NPR Mobile

Learn about VPR Mobile

Audio Postcards
From Vermont Towns

Listen to the postcards
and suggest a town!

VPR Regional News: Former slave honored with historic marker in Poultney
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(Host) A former slave who won his freedom and settled in Poultney will be
honored by the town on Sunday with a historic marker.
VPR's Nina Keck reports.

(Keck) Jeffrey Brace's amazing story was not uncommon in the 18th century.
Abducted from Africa, he was taken by slave traders on a horrific transatlantic
voyage.

He endured cruel masters as well as kind ones and won his freedom fighting in
the Revolutionary War.

What makes Brace's life story so unusual is that it was written down and
published in an 1810 memoir.

Green Mountain College professor John Nassivera specializes in African American
literature. He says that while there are a fairly large number of slave narratives
in existence. . .

(Nassivera) "There are very, very, very few that are written by someone who
remembers being captured in Africa. He was 16 years old when Jeffrey Brace
was captured, and his original name was Boyrereau Brinch and he used Brace
because it was similar to Brinch. And he remembers the whole act of the capture
and his accounting of it is very accurate and graphic and detailed.”

(Keck) Brace earned his freedom in 1783, settled in Poultney, married and had a
family. Though Brace had learned how to read and write, he became blind in his
old age and spent his final years in the St Albans area. There he met a white
abolitionist who wrote down his life story.

The University of Vermont has one of the few remaining copies of it in its rare
book collection. A professor from the State University of New York at Buffalo did
further research and published her work on Brace in 2005.

It was because of that book that many of Brace's descendants found out about
their ancestor. Green Mountain College professor John Nassivera says 40 of
those descendants will be in Poultney on Sunday to recognize Jeffrey Brace's
legacy.

(Nassivera) "They are the only African-Americans alive today who can trace their
ancestry back through the slave system to the exact person in Africa who was
captured, when he was captured and within a couple hundred miles the exact
place where he was captured. So it is an extremely unique perhaps absolutely
unique story."

(Keck) Nassivera says it's wonderful to see Poultney and Green Mountain College
welcome these family members back to the town as honored guests.

And coming so close to Yom Kippur, the Jewish holiday of atonement, he says, it
seems especially fitting.

For VPR News, I'm Nina Keck.

Photo: Shawn Henry, left, and Prof. John Nassivera hold a historical marker at
Green Mountain College in Poultney, Vt. (AP Photo: Toby Talbot)
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