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BUFFALO, N.Y., Oct. 25 (UPI) -- Most parents can accurately evaluate the extent 
of their teens' cigarette smoking, marijuana use, drinking and overall substance 
use, a U.S. study found. 
 
Neil B. McGillicuddy of the University at Buffalo's Research Institute on Addictions 
found 82 percent of parents accurately evaluated the presence of teen cigarette 
smoking. The parents' reports corresponded with the teens' reports of their own 
smoking. 
 
Eighty-six percent of parents accurately evaluated the presence of teen alcohol 
use, 86 percent accurately reported the presence of teen marijuana use and 72 
percent of the parents reported the presence of illicit drug use -- other than 
marijuana -- by teens. 
 
"This study begins to dispel the notion that parents don't know the extent to which 
their teens are using cigarettes, alcohol and illicit drugs," McGillicuddy said in a 
statement. "Despite a few exceptions, many parents do know the extent of their 
teenager's substance use." 
 
Parent-participants were mostly female -- 85 percent -- and were, on average, 39 
years old with 13 years of education. Teen-participants were mostly male --61 
percent -- and were, on average, 16 years old. 
 
The study is published in the Journal of Child and Adolescent Substance Abuse. 
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SGA wrote: 

The respondents were mostly female and the teens mostly male. Consequently, a 
sexist study gone bad, as if teen females don't smoke dope, and father's don't 
care. What a bunch of hooey. 
Oct. 25, 2007 at 8:31 pm 
Report Comment 

Print story Order reprints Email to a friend Post comment

Share this story: Digg Del.icio.us

1 Comments Post comment

Prev 10 Next 10 

H
R
M
w

A
F
N
A

L

M
N
Z
L

Page 2 of 3Parents detect teens' substance abuse - UPI.com

10/26/2007http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/Health/2007/10/25/parents_detect_teens_substance_abus...



Search:  

Advertising Links: 
Auto Dealers - Low Rate Loans - Mortgage Rates - Shareware and Freeware Download - Software Download Center - tattoos - Compare Elect
gowns - Texas Electric - Windows Software - Printer Paper - Cheap Laptops - Conventions – Trade Shows – Conferences - Custom & Printed T
Press Release Services - Real Estate Properties in the world  

Video Update | Official Government Wires | Marketplace | Merch

Stories

© Copyright 2007 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. About UPI | Site Map | Affiliates | Terms 
United Press International, UPI, the UPI logo, and other trademarks and service marks, are registered or unregistered trademarks of United Press International, Inc

Page 3 of 3Parents detect teens' substance abuse - UPI.com

10/26/2007http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/Health/2007/10/25/parents_detect_teens_substance_abus...


