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Anheuser-Busch's '180 Blue' -- the first 
packaged energy drink launched by a major 
beverage company in the United States to 
contain the Acai berry, in St.Louis on October 
11, 2006. (UPI Photo/HO/Anheuser-Busch) 
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BUFFALO, N.Y., June 16 (UPI) -- Researchers, in a 

study involving musicians in Buffalo, N.Y., found 

the music-makers used energy drinks with binge 

drinking and prescription drug misuse. 

Researchers Kathleen E. Miller and Brian M. 

Quigley of the University at Buffalo's Research 

Institute on Addictions say the study involved 226 

Western New York professional and amateur 

musicians ages 18-45 -- 94 percent who say they 

were caffeine users and 57 percent that reported 

use of energy drinks specifically.

The study, published in the Journal of Caffeine 

Research, finds 68 percent of the musicians 

surveyed reported heavy binge drinking at least 

once or twice a year, while 74 percent report 
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experiencing at least one alcohol-related social 

problem, such as hangovers, arguing with others 

about their drinking, or doing something while 

drinking that they later regretted.

Most also reported recreational drug use: 23 

percent say they use prescription drugs, 52 percent 

say they use marijuana, 25 percent say they use 

psychedelic drugs, and 21 percent say they use 

cocaine.

Musicians who say they used energy drinks report 

significantly more misuse of legal substances than 

those who did not use energy drinks. For example, 

31 percent of energy drink users misused 

prescription drugs, compared to 13 percent of non-

users, and 76 percent reported binge drinking, 

compared with 59 percent of non-users.

"No question, we've got quite a caffeine habit," 

Miller says in a statement. "But energy drinks bring 

something more to the equation."
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Italians arrest Mafia don of Corleone
PALERMO, Italy, July 1 (UPI) -- 
The Mafia boss of Corleone, the Sicilian town 
made famous in "The Godfather," was arrested 
Friday, authorities said. 
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OTTAWA, July 1 (UPI) -- 
British Prince William and his wife Catherine 
began their first full day in Canada Friday with 
thousands of fans lining routes and venues 
hours in advance. 
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Wales wood pellet biomass effort 
advances
LLANGEFNI, Wales, July 1 (UPI) -- 
Plans to build what's being called Europe's 
biggest wood pelleting plant are on the move 
again in Wales after a long planning process, a 
company official says. 
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