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By TechCrunch.com, Published: July 28

A new app by Carnegie Mellon researchers Anthony Tomasic and John Zimmerman in 

conjunction with the University of Buffalo, allows bus riders to track their current location 

while riding the bus and, in turn, share this information with people who are still waiting, 

thereby creating a more complete map and schedule of bus routes and times. The app, 

Tiramisu, is free but, sadly, it only works in Pittsburgh right now.

The app requires that the rider activate the tracker in order to see when the next bus is due 

to arrive as well as its current “fullness” which can be registered by riders. When he or she 

boards, the app sends the bus’ location to the main server so other riders can tell where that 

particular bus is and when it will arrive. Obviously this requires the riders to actually care 

about their fellow humans, so the utility is therefore limited. 

Presumably this same data can be used by 

the city or county transit authorities to 

improve travel times and inform riders of 

slow busses. It allows cash-strapped transit 
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systems to add GPS functionality to their 

lines, even if it’s crowd-sourced. 

Google, IBM, and CMU’s Traffic21 initiative, 

among others, all sponsored the project. 

So whether you’re a mother with your kids 

or a guy with his date, this app could, 

potentially prevent you from getting mad 

and/or late.
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LastIndex Status Today's Change

DOW JONES 
INDUS. AVG open 11,106.30 386.36 3.60%

S&P 500 INDEX open 1,166.36 45.60 4.07%

NASDAQ 
COMPOSITE INDEX open 2,478.52 97.47 4.09%

 

Other Market Data from     

Commodities Currencies Bonds

3.44%

2.72%

2.52%

3.67%

2.32%

Future / Expiration USD / Unit Today's Chg

 Light Sweet Crude Sep11 85.74 USD/Bbl.

 Natural Gas Sep11 4.11 USD/MMBtu

 Gold Dec11 1,739.40 USD/T Oz.

 Corn Dec11 713.75 USd/Bu.

 Soybeans Nov11 1,331.75 USd/Bu.

 

Key Rates from     

Local Rates National Rates

Data Provided By

 Avg Rate DC 1 Wk Prior

$10K Money Market Account 0.64% 0.66%

$30K Home Equity Loan 5.39% 5.39%

1 Year CD 0.86% 0.88%

15Yr Fixed Mortgage 3.41% 3.51%

30Yr Fixed Mortgage 4.17% 4.37%
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