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City University’s 23 Campuses Are the Latest to Ban 
Smoking

 
Yana Paskova for The New York Times

By LISA W. FODERARO

Published: January 24, 2011

Last summer, the University at Buffalo banned smoking on its three 

campuses. Last month, Columbia University approved a measure that 

prohibits smoking within 20 feet of buildings. 

And on Monday, the trustees of the City University of New York, the 

largest urban higher-education system in the country, voted to forbid 

smoking on all 23 of its campuses, from the College of Staten Island to 

Lehman College in the Bronx. 

CUNY’s move is the latest in a wave of comprehensive smoking bans 

on college campuses nationwide, a trend that began about five years 

ago and has gathered momentum in recent months. The American 

Nonsmokers’ Rights Foundation, a nonprofit advocacy group, reported this month that at 

least 466 campuses had completely banned smoking or passed resolutions to do so. 

Unhealthy habits, from keg parties to all-nighters, have long been associated with the 

college experience. All the more reason for the prohibitions, say proponents of the bans 

and public health experts, who feel that the campus antismoking rules send an important 

early message to young people about healthy lifestyles. 

“It makes a lot of sense,” said Cynthia Hallett, executive director of the nonsmokers’ 

foundation, which is based in Berkeley, Calif. “My daughter is going off to college this year, 

and the campus is a student’s new home and work and play environment.” 

CUNY officials, who estimate that 13 percent of their students, faculty members and staff 

members smoke tobacco, noted that the ban was prompted in part by the recent creation of 

the university’s School of Public Health. Campuses will have until September 2012 to 

impose the rules, allowing them time to mount educational campaigns, post no-smoking 

signs and provide counselors trained in helping smokers quit. 

But campuses are free to forbid smoking before that deadline, said Alexandra W. Logue, 

CUNY’s executive vice chancellor and university provost. Dr. Logue, who has a background 

in experimental psychology, said the new restrictions could impel smokers to give up the 
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habit. “The more you can remove cues in the environment that are associated with that 

addiction, the less craving the smoker will feel,” she said. 

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, a CUNY school that will expand its complex on the 

West Side of Manhattan in the fall, will prohibit smoking on a planned rooftop commons. 

The landscaped space, with grassy areas and benches, will stretch over most of a block. 

Karen Kaplowitz, a professor of literature at John Jay, is a former smoker who served on 

the advisory task force that recommended the CUNY smoking restriction. “Before this ban, 

we would have had to permit smoking,” she said. “But now we’re going to have a beautiful, 

tobacco-free campus in the middle of Manhattan that is unthreatened by cigarette smoke 

and butts.” 

Some of CUNY’s most urban colleges, like Hunter and Baruch in Manhattan, may not 

notice much of a difference, since the university cannot prohibit smoking on public 

sidewalks. The ban will be felt more on campuses with ample green space between 

buildings, like City College, Queens College, College of Staten Island and Lehman College. 

Reaction to the restrictions did not fall along predictable lines on Monday. At City College, 

where students hurried between buildings in the bitter cold, Dan Cardillo, a sophomore 

from Greenwich, Conn., criticized the new rule, even though he does not smoke himself. 

“I think it’s a stupid thing to do,” he said. “It’s a college campus. We should be treated like 

adults. If it’s not illegal, they should not ban it here.” 

His classmate Jennifer Santiago, a senior from the Bronx who smokes half a pack of 

cigarettes a day, supported the ban. “I kind of agree with it even though I’m a smoker — for 

the sake of other people not breathing secondhand smoke,” she said. “People got used to 

the idea by not smoking in bars.” 

If city officials have their way, large swaths of the five boroughs will soon join the CUNY 

campuses. City Councilwoman Gale A. Brewer sponsored a bill in September that would 

ban smoking in 1,700 parks and along 14 miles of beaches. On Monday, she said that the 

mayoral and Council staffs were still working on the final details, but that the measure 

could go before the Council for a vote next month. 

At the University at Buffalo, the largest institution in the State University of New York 

system, the decision to ban smoking on the three campuses, covering more than 1,350 

acres, followed a restriction on smoking within 100 feet of buildings. Joseph A. Brennan, a 

spokesman for the university, said that professors at the School of Public Health and 

Health Professions and alumni in the medical profession were “a driving force” behind the 

complete ban. 

“As an educator of future physicians, we teach our students to encourage their patients not 

to use tobacco,” he said. “So we should walk our talk and ban ourselves.” 

Nate Schweber contributed reporting.

Get the full newspaper experience, and more, delivered to your Mac or PC. Times 
Reader 2.0: Try it FREE for 2 full weeks. 

Ads by Google what's this?

Smoker Employee Rights 

Investigation of Termination & 

Discrimination Against Smokers 

www.cmht.com

Go to Complete List »

Findings: Social Scientist Sees Bias Within3.

Winter’s Punch Crumbles Roofs in New England4.

Brian Jacques, Writer of Redwall Series, Dies at 715.

Critic’s Notebook: A Southern Chef Doesn’t Stray Far6.

Op-Ed Contributor: On Health Care, Justice Will 
Prevail

7.

Mark Bittman: Is ‘Eat Real Food’ Unthinkable?8.

Fixes: Mothers-to-Be Are Getting the Message9.

The Arts of Cuba, Set to Wow New York10.

 

Mark Bittman on food and all 
things related
ALSO IN OPINION »

Where are the women in Wikipedia?
What the North got wrong

 

 

Ads by Google what's this?

a holistic university 

One course full-time per month - 

learn with less stress. Accredited. 

mum.edu

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

Page 2 of 3CUNY to Ban Smoking at All Its Colleges - NYTimes.com

2/9/2011http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/25/nyregion/25smoke.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&ref=educati...



Get Free E-mail Alerts on These Topics

Colleges and Universities 

Smoking and Tobacco 

City University of New York 

New York City 

MAGAZINE » 

 

Does Loneliness Reduce the 
Benefits of Exercise?

DINING & WINE » 

 

Sports Bar Menus Change — 
but Not Too Much

OPINION »

Op-Ed: A 
Friendship of 
Values, Not 
Convenience
Instability in Egypt will 
push the United States 
closer to Israel.

N.Y. / REGION » 

 

Malcolm X Trove Hidden 
During Feud

OPINION » 

 

Room for Debate: Why 
Can’t Americans Save?

ARTS » 

 

The Arts of Cuba, Set to 
Wow New York

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Autos Back to Top

© 2011 The New York Times Company Privacy Your Ad Choices Terms of Service Corrections RSS First Look Help Contact Us Work for Us Advertise Site Map

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM 
 

Page 3 of 3CUNY to Ban Smoking at All Its Colleges - NYTimes.com

2/9/2011http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/25/nyregion/25smoke.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&ref=educati...


