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CNN Truth Squad: Will dental insurance be offered under the 
proposed Health Insurance Exchange? 
Posted: August 12th, 2009 04:14 PM ET 

The Statement: Mike, from Bristol, Connecticut, told CNN that "I've heard dental service will not be covered 
under the Health Insurance Exchange. Seems like we have to wait for a tooth to become life-threatening 
before it is considered health care. Why is my mouth not considered part of my health?" 

(Get the facts and the verdict after the jump) 

The Facts: Under the administration's health-care overhaul, people can keep their own health insurance. 
Under a proposed Health Insurance Exchange, uninsured people can pick from private and public options for 
health care, and the proposed public option in one House bill offers dental care. 

The proposed "basic" public plan would cover dental/oral health for "children under 21 years of age." Adults 
could get coverage under another "premium-plus" public plan that would cost more. 

These are spelled out in H.R. 3200 — America's Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009 — on pages 28 and 
86-87. 

There are doubts among health-care policy experts that dental care will see the light of day in the public plan. 

Professor Debra Street, an expert in health-care policy at State University of New York-Buffalo, is among 
those who doubt dental coverage will end up in the final public option if such an option is in the final bill 
hammered out by lawmakers. 

That's because of the track record with other federal health-care programs. Dental coverage hasn't been 
available in Medicare and it hasn't been well-funded in Medicaid, where coverage differs state by state, Street 
said. 

The details of the plan are still undetermined as lawmakers work to shape the legislation. 

The Verdict: True but incomplete. The basic public plan in the House would only cover dental care for 
children under 21, but an adult could pay extra for the coverage. 

Filed under: Health care • Health care fact check • Popular Posts 

 

 
 

  

 

Permalink

 
« Back to main

Previous article: 
Obama honors sixteen with 
Presidential Medal of Freedom

Next article: 
Maryland senator has boisterous 
town hall on health care

About The Ticker 
The latest political news from CNN's Best Political Team, 
with campaign coverage, 24-7. Sign up for our twice daily 
Ticker emails. Got a news tip or feedback? For complete 
political coverage, bookmark CNNPolitics.com. 

  

 

 

CNNPolitics.com Headlines 
Tough questions, anger, continue in town halls  
Tears, fears and shouting at Cardin town hall  
Consumers not feeling a recovery  
Feds to tour prison where Gitmo detainees could go  
Warrant issued for former Bill Clinton chief of staff  
More headlines from CNNPolitics.com  

CNN=Politics Screensaver 
Tap into the power of The Situation Room. 
Download this powerful new tool that keeps 
you posted on the latest political news from 
the campaign trail. 
Download (4.1 MB, PC only) 

New in the Ticker 
Sanford defends use of state airplane in op-ed  
Obama will attend Asian economic summit in 
November  
Bailed-out banks: Meet the pay czar  
Health care town halls will press on, could get 
heated  
How to find a town hall meeting near you  
Clinton in Liberia for meeting with president  
Feds to tour Michigan prison where Gitmo detainees 
could go  
POLITICAL HOT TOPICS: August 13, 2009  
Sanford: It's 'hard' living alone in governor's 
mansion  
Sanford: It's 'hard' living alone in governor's 
mansion  

 

@politicalticker: "Bailed-out banks: Meet the pay czar" - 
http://tinyurl.com/mw5yu3
Updated: Thu, 13 Aug 2009 10:29:28 -0700 

    

HOME WORLD U.S. POLITICS CRIME ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH TECH TRAVEL LIVING BUSINESS SPORTS TIME.COM CNN VIDEO IREPORT RSS FEEDS

 

 
Weather Forecast    International EditionHot Topics »   The 44th President • Political Ticker • Commentary • more topics »

Page 1 of 3CNN Political Ticker: All politics, all the time Blog Archive - CNN Truth Squad: Will de...

8/13/2009http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/08/12/cnn-truth-squad-will-dental-insurance-be-o...



@politicalticker: "Health care town halls will press on, 
could get heated" - http://tinyurl.com/mam7n9
Updated: Thu, 13 Aug 2009 10:05:38 -0700 

@politicalticker: What is the future of online political 
activism? Share your thoughts & reports from Pittsburgh 
with @CNN & @PoliticalTicker. #nn09 #righton
Updated: Thu, 13 Aug 2009 10:03:57 -0700 

@politicalticker: "How to find a town hall meeting near 
you" - http://tinyurl.com/ppcjhr
Updated: Thu, 13 Aug 2009 09:54:27 -0700 

@politicalticker: "Sanford defends use of state airplane 
in op-ed" - http://tinyurl.com/qpb22r
Updated: Thu, 13 Aug 2009 08:18:55 -0700 

Categories 
Barack Obama (3603)  
John McCain (2450)  
Hillary Clinton (1970)  
President Obama (1107)  
Sarah Palin (631)  
Popular Posts (607)  
Iowa (523)  
Mitt Romney (492)  
New Hampshire (486)  
South Carolina (434)  
Political Hot Topics (412)  
Joe Biden (399)  

Archive 
August 2009  
July 2009  
June 2009  
May 2009  
April 2009  
March 2009  
February 2009  
January 2009  
December 2008  
November 2008  
October 2008  
September 2008  
August 2008  
July 2008  
June 2008  
May 2008  
April 2008  
March 2008  
February 2008  
January 2008  
December 2007  
November 2007  
October 2007  
September 2007  
August 2007  
July 2007  
June 2007  

Related Links 
CNNPolitics.com  
CNN Election Center 2008  
CNN Exchange  
The Cafferty File Blog  
All CNN.com Blogs  
TIME.com: Swampland  
AOL's Political Machine  

Popular Posts 
Sanford defends use of state airplane in op-ed  
Sanford: It's 'hard' living alone in governor's 

Page 2 of 3CNN Political Ticker: All politics, all the time Blog Archive - CNN Truth Squad: Will de...

8/13/2009http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/08/12/cnn-truth-squad-will-dental-insurance-be-o...



 

Home  |  World  |  U.S.  |  Politics  |  Entertainment  |  Health  |  Tech  |  Travel  |  Living  |  Business  |  Sports  |  Time.com 

Podcasts  |  Blogs  |  CNN Mobile  |  Preferences |  Email Alerts  |  CNN Radio  |  CNN Shop  |  Site Map  

   
 

 

© 2008 Cable News Network LP, LLLP. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved. 

Terms of service  |  Privacy guidelines  |  Advertise with us  |  About us  |  Contact us  |  Help  

  
Powered by WordPress.com VIP  

  

mansion  
CNN Poll: Favorable view of Palin dipping  
CNN Truth Squad: Say goodnight, Grandpa  
CNN Truth Squad: Will dental insurance be offered 
under the proposed Health Insurance Exchange?  
Sixteen to receive Presidential Medal of Freedom  
CNN Truth Squad: Will health bill let Uncle Sam into 
your bank account?  
Sanford defends expensive travel, denies divorce  
House to back off from controversial plane purchase  
Specter faces angry crowd at town hall meeting  
Lost in translation, question 'struck a nerve' with 
Clinton  
Palin urges restraint at town hall meetings  
CNN Poll: Dems becoming less popular but no gains 
for GOP  
White House launches health care 'reality check' 
Web site  
McCain: Twitter is 'a phenomenal way of 
communicating'  
I'm 'saddened' by 'vicious attacks' on Palin, McCain 
says  
McCain slams Blue Dog Democrats  
Powell calls Palin a 'fascinating figure'  
Republican: Palin is another Huckabee  
Palin steps down as Alaska governor  

 

CNN Comment Policy: CNN encourages you to add a comment to this discussion. You may not post any unlawful, threatening, defamatory, obscene, pornographic or other material that would 
violate the law. All comments should be relevant to the topic and remain respectful of other authors and commenters. You are solely responsible for your own comments, the consequences of 
posting those comments, and the consequences of any reliance by you on the comments of others. By submitting your comment, you hereby give CNN the right, but not the obligation, to post, 
air, edit, exhibit, telecast, cablecast, webcast, re-use, publish, reproduce, use, license, print, distribute or otherwise use your comment(s) and accompanying personal identifying and other 
information you provide via all forms of media now known or hereafter devised, worldwide, in perpetuity. CNN Privacy Statement. 

CNN en Espaňol  |  Arabic  |  Japanese  |  Korean  |  Turkish

International Edition  |  CNN TV  |  CNN International  |  Headline News  |  Transcripts

Page 3 of 3CNN Political Ticker: All politics, all the time Blog Archive - CNN Truth Squad: Will de...

8/13/2009http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/08/12/cnn-truth-squad-will-dental-insurance-be-o...


