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in Almond, 
NY. Edward 
Kim, MD 
1999, is a 
physician 
of internal 
medicine 
at Aspire 

Health Center in 
Cheektowaga, NY, where 
he is responsible for the 
primary care of adults with 
developmental disabili-
ties. He previously worked 
as a physician of internal 
medicine at Lifetime Health 
Medical Group. Kim lives in 
Getzville, NY.

00
Timothy P. Frier, BS 
2000, is a certified pub-
lic senior accountant at 
Chiampou Travis Besaw & 
Kershner LLP. He resides 
in Cheektowaga, NY. Tim 
Curci, MS 2003, is a net-
work engineer on the 
professional service team 
at IPLogic Inc., a Buffalo/
Rochester-based communi-
cations technology solution 
provider. He has significant 
experience working with 
the architecture, design and 
installation of computer 
security software, and pre-
viously worked for CXTEC 
for six years. Curci lives in 
East Amherst, NY. Aaron 
Stanley, MBA 2003 & BS 
2001, is an associate bro-
ker at Robitaille Relocation 
and Real Estate. He is also 
president of the Eggertsville 
Community Organization 
and a member of the Town 
of Amherst’s energy con-
servation citizens advisory 
committee. He resides in 
Buffalo, NY. Timothy J. 
Altieri, BA 2004, is an asso-

ciate at Cohen & Lombardo 
PC, where he focuses on 
criminal and real estate 
law. He previously served 
as an elected judge on the 
University at Buffalo’s judi-
cial branch of student gov-
ernment. Altieri is a member 
of the Erie County and New 
York State bar associations; 
the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association and 
New York State Defender’s 
Association; and the Erie 
County Bar Association’s 
criminal law, negligence 
and real estate commit-
tees. He lives in Wheatfield, 
NY. Corine Kaufman, MD 
2004, has joined the medi-

cal staff at 
Buffalo Spine 
and Sports 
Institute, 
where she 
has been 
recognized 
for her 

“superior clinical knowl-
edge and her innate patient 
skills.” She has received the 
Resident Physician Award 
from the Medical Society 
of Erie County and the 
Evidence Based Medicine 
Quality Improvement Award 
from UB. She resides in 
Williamsville, NY. Nicole 
Schuman, MA 2006, is 
a content publisher for 
Synacor, a Buffalo-based 
Internet tools and portals 
builder. She has previous 
experience as a marketing 
communications strategist 
with VoIP Supply/Sayers 
Technology Holdings. 
Schuman lives in Buffalo, 

NY. David Zeitlin, DDS 
2006, is a practicing dentist 
at Barotz Dental in Denver, 
CO. He resides in Thornton, 
CO. *Jeremy Blecha, BS 
2008, is a staff accoun-
tant at Tronconi Segarra 
and Associates, a public 
accounting and business 

consulting 
firm. He lives 
in Machias, 
NY. Jennifer 
Nichols 
Castaldo, 
JD 2008 & 
BA 1999, 

is an associate at Hiscock 
& Barclay LLP, where she 
focuses on commercial 
litigation. She has previ-
ously served as vice presi-
dent of the University at 
Buffalo Law Association 
for Alternative Dispute 
Resolution and execu-
tive business editor of the 
Buffalo Intellectual Property 
Law Journal. Castaldo 
resides in Amherst, NY. 
Melissa Doyle, BS 2008, is 
a staff accountant at Brock, 
Schechter and Polakoff in 
Buffalo. She lives in West 
Seneca, NY. Kristina M. 
Hellman, JD 2008 & PhD 
2006, is an associate at 
Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & 
Fox PLLC. She has previous 
experience assisting with 
commercialization, licensing 
and patenting efforts of uni-
versity technologies at the 
University at Buffalo Office 
of Science, Technology 
Transfer and Economic 
Outreach. Hellman resides 
in Arlington, VA.
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classnotes* A blue asterisk denotes UB 
Alumni Association members

u p d a t e s  f r o m  g r a d s  b y  t h e  d e c a d e

Lori Overstreet, MBA 1995, 
is senior vice president of 
marketing and new product 
development at Ameritox, 
a pain prescription medica-
tion monitoring company. 
She has extensive experi-
ence in marketing to physi-
cians and consumers, most 
recently with PinnacleCare 
Private Health Advisory, 
overseeing brand develop-
ment, new product devel-
opment, strategic planning 
and launching of advertise-
ments, marketing and sales 
initiatives. Overstreet lives 
in Elkridge, MD. Timothy 
Piotrowski, ME 1996, is an 
assistant professor in the 
civil engineering department 
of Alfred State College in 
the School of Management 
and Engineering Technology. 
He has previous experi-
ence serving as project 
manager and director of 
facility planning for vari-
ous businesses in Western 
New York, most recently as 
project architect and direc-
tor of business development 
at Habiterra Architects. He 
resides in Jamestown, NY. 
Gergely Makara, PhD 1997, 
is director of chemistry 
for the European opera-
tions of Albany Molecular 
Research Inc. (AMRI). In 
this role, he is responsible 
for all European chemis-
try products and services, 
including custom synthesis, 
medicinal chemistry, analyti-
cal services, library design 
and production. Makara 
has more than 10 years’ 
experience in the develop-
ment of compound librar-
ies and lead optimization 
at various drug discovery 
companies, most recently 
working for the Merck tar-
get validation chemistry 
group and Neogenesis 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. He 
lives in Monroe Township, 
NJ. Cindy Coleman, MS 
1999, is a clinical instructor 
in the Alfred State College 
Department of Nursing. 
She previously served as a 
family nurse practitioner at 
St. James Mercy Health in 
Hornell, NY. Coleman resides 

kim

castaldo

kaufman

Find out why the asterisk matters:		
	 benefits, services, programs  
and events for 200,000 alumni in 		
			   120 countries.  
    UB Alumni Association membership: 

It’s a really big deal.

service and philan-
thropic support for 
the university, and to 
initiate activities that 
maximize alumni out-
reach and engagement 
through communica-
tions, programs and 
services. 
	 “I look forward to 
serving UB’s 200,000-
plus alumni and bring-
ing added value to 
their UB degree,” says 
Friedman. “Our staff 
is poised to implement 
a brand new strategic 
plan, and I see a very 
bright future, with 
more opportunities to 
bring alumni together 
and to provide them 
with more programs, 
services and benefits 
than ever.”
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alumninews
i n  m e m o r y  o f  U B  a l u m n i 

30s
Dolores W. Hafner, BA ’31, of 
Sun City West, AZ 11.29.08

Adelbert Fleischmann, BA 
’34, of Buffalo, NY 12.24.08

John W. Wrench, MA ’34 & 
BA ’33, of Frederick, MD 
02.27.09

Bernard L. Stack, CERT ’35, 
of North Tonawanda, NY 
01.17.09	

Estelle R. Rutstein, BA ’36, 
of Buffalo, NY 12.29.08

Ruth M. Pierce, BA ’38, of 
Tucson, AZ 11.01.08

Harold A. Mercer, BS ’39, of 
Asheville, NC 02.13.09

40s
Marion W. Nelson, BA ’40, of 
Buffalo, NY 08.27.08

Nelson W. Thorp, BS ’40, of 
Waco, TX 12.31.08

Ruth S. Beiswanger, EdM ’41 
& BA ’39, of Dingmans Ferry, 
PA 12.29.08

Norma T. Foster, MA ’41, of 
Williamsville, NY 11.25.08

Benjamin H. Kaplan, BS ’41, 
of Rochester, NY 12.18.08

Montgomery G. Pooley, LLB 
’41, of Buffalo, NY 01.28.09

Tillie G. Astor-Goldman, 
BA ’42, of Rochester, NY 
01.17.09

Loraine J. Bryant, CERT ’43 
& AAS ’43, of Pearl River, NY 
09.05.08

Richard E. Down, BS ’43, of 
Bella Vista, AZ 10.09.08

Ralph J. Radwan, JD ’44, of 
San Antonio, TX 03.10.09

Charles E. Schifley, DDS ’44, 
of Hamburg, NY 01.07.09

Mario J. Violante, DDS ’44, 
of Lewiston, NY 04.06.09

Ruth Y. Kranitz, EdB ’46, of 
Alpharetta, GA 04.07.08

Daniel E. Curtin, MD ’47, of 
Orchard Park, NY 01.15.09

Betty M. East, BA ’47, of 
Monterey, CA 10.10.08

Frank J. Gawronski, BS ’47 
& CERT ’41, of Roswell, GA 
12.18.08

Alma E. Bachman, BS ’48, of 
Cabot, PA 06.11.08

Robert I. Miller, BA ’48, of 
Duarte, CA 03.27.09

Hans E. Haage, BS ’49, of 
Windsor, CO 02.20.09

Oliver C. Hamister, BS 
’49, of Orchard Park, NY 
02.15.09	

Martin M. Kentner, EdB ’49, 
of Tucson, AZ 01.31.09

Merton J. Lay, BA ’49, of 
Fairport, NY 12.09.08

Robert A. Mendelsohn, BS 
’49, of White Plains, NY 
12.28.08

Lawrence J. Muresan, BA 
’49, of Lincoln Park, MI 
12.15.08

John F. Pudvin, PhD ’49 & 
BA ’41, of Deerfield Beach, 
FL 08.10.08

Gloria C. Stulberg, MSW ’49 
& CERT ’47, of Buffalo, NY 
03.03.09

50s
James J. Brandl, MD ’50, of 
Getzville, NY 01.16.09

Robert C. Henning, BS 
’50, of Orchard Park, NY 
01.09.09

Paul J. Kruder, BS ’50, of 
Akron, OH 01.02.09

Cyrus A. Mount, BS ’50, of 
Sacramento, CA 12.03.08

Henry L. Pech, MD ’50, of 
Sarasota, FL 11.15.08

Harry J. Stewart, EdB ’50, of 
Buffalo, NY 12.29.08	

David C. Brunner, BS ’51, of 
Colden, NY 02.07.09

Abraham Cutcher, EdM 
’51, of East Amherst, NY 
01.24.09

Robert B. Boyle, BS ’52, of 
Lake Wales, FL 10.17.08

John W. Bray, BS ’52, of 
Attica, NY 12.25.08

Daniel Burgess, EdM ’52 
& EdB ’50, of Kanab, UT 
04.14.09

Gregor L. Calender, MSW 
’52, of Rochester, NY 
03.13.09

James Drasgow, PhD ’52, 
MA ’50 & BA ’48, of East 
Aurora, NY 02.28.09

Walter C. Ervin, DDS’ 52, of 
Elmira, NY 01.13.09

Otto S. Guli, BA ’52, of Las 
Vegas, NV 10.19.08

Bertram W. Shulimson, BS 
’52, of Chicago, IL 12.18.08

Norma L. Wittman, EdM ’52 
& CERT ’49, of Hamburg, NY 
12.24.08

John E. Workley, BS ’52, of 
Jackson, GA 12.27.08

Richard M. English, LLB ’53, 
of Palm Desert, CA 02.23.09

James L. Kane, LLB ’53, of 
East Amherst, NY 01.15.09

Edwin G. Mena, BS ’53, of 
Plantation, FL 01.09.09

Ernest C. Passaretti, DDS 
’53, of Albany, NY 12.02.08

Fred R. Schroth, BA ’53, of 
Kenmore, NY 02.18.08

Aaron Goldfarb, JD ’54 & 
BA ’50, of Orchard Park, NY 
02.22.09

Lawrence S. Greene, MD ’54, 
of Columbus, OH 09.24.08

Ronald M. LaRocque, EdB 
’54, of Buffalo, NY 01.24.09

Nicholas A. Nicosia, DDS ’54 
& BA ’50, of Rochester, NY 
04.12.09

Gerald E. Fies, EdM ’55 & BA 
’54, of Buffalo, NY 09.30.08

Lyle H. Hemink, EdD ’55 & 
EdM ’48, of Port Orange, FL 
12.25.08

Raymond G. Hunt, BS ’55, of 
Fredonia, NY 04.07.09

Irma K. Lauffer, BS ’55 & 
CERT ’52, of Buffalo, NY 
01.17.08

Marcia M. Geckler, BA ’56, 
of Lockport, NY 03.17.09

Robert R. Mueller, DDS ’56 
& BA ’52, of Rochester, NY 
01.29.09

Henry F. Staffi, AS ’56, of 
Tonawanda, NY 12.30.08

Steve N. Yelich, MSW ’56 
& CERT ’55, of Delmar, NY 
12.30.08

Dorothy M. Musico, 
MSW ’57 & BA ’54, of 
Phoenixville, PA 03.20.08

Alan R. Smith, CERT ’58, of 
Collierville, TN 02.27.09

Emil Marone, BS ’59, of St. 
Petersburg, FL 05.20.08

Joseph A. Vollmar, BS ’59, of 
Tonawanda, NY 02.21.09

Sabah E. Zara, MD ’59, of 
Riverview, MI 02.27.09

60s
Clarence E. Adams, EdM 
’60, of Clifton Springs, NY 
02.18.09

William M. Viscardo, DDS 
’60, of Snyder, NY 11.23.08

Randolph S. Wells, BS ’60, 
of Elma, NY 01.01.08

Robert G. Meyers, BA ’61, of 
East Setauket, NY 01.10.09

Norman J. Wolf, JD ’62 & 
BS ’59, of Lancaster, NY 
12.25.08

Harry O. Fuller, JD ’63, of 
Newfane, NY 08.22.08
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David V. Short, BA ’63, 
of North Tonawanda, NY 
01.08.09

John L. Christensen, BA 
’64, of Lake Hiawatha, NJ 
04.01.08

Lois G. Leonard, MA ’64, of 
Orchard Park, NY 12.20.08

Anthony A. Yanatsis, EdM 
’64, of Venice, FL 02.01.09

Carolyn B. Thomas, BA ’65, 
of Buffalo, NY 02.07.09

Marcia A. Grzedzicki, BA ’66, 
of Elma, NY 01.31.09

Raymond C. Howick, MBA 
’66, BS ’49 & BA ’49, of 
Evanston, IL 03.14.09

Hemchandra M. Pandit, PhD 
’67, of Fairport, NY 12.06.08

Ronald A. Silver, BA ’67, of 
New York, NY 03.15.09

Arnold A. Wosilait, MS ’67, 
of Grand Island, NY 01.14.09

Richard J. Darwin, MA ’68 
& BA ’60, of Columbus, OH 
12.16.08

Carole D. Hall, EdM ’68, of 
Lady Lake, FL 10.30.08

Richard J. Ouimette, BS ’68, 
of Syracuse, NY 07.01.08

Elynor T. Hagen, EdM ’69, of 
East Aurora, NY 09.10.08

Samuel L. Hoff, MBA ’69, of 
Tonawanda, NY 03.14.09

James F. Hurley, EdM ’69 
& BS ’67, of Estero, FL 
07.27.08

Russell F. Kappenman, 
PhD ’69, of Redmond, WA 
03.18.09	

Cheryl C. Rosenblatt, MD 
’69, of Washington, DC 
01.09.08

Robert G. Wetherell, BS ’69, 
of Piedmont, SC 01.16.09

70s
Michael R. Bogulski, BA ’70, 
of Hamburg, NY 02.04.09

Marie Dellas, PhD ’70 & 
MS ’67, of Lyndhurst, OH 
03.01.09

Frederick W. Downie, DDS 
’70, of East Syracuse, NY 
01.09.09

Robert W. Knupp, BS ’70, of 
Houston, TX 03.08.09

John D. Popielasz, BA ’70, of 
Hull, MA 02.05.09

Ruth E. Heintz, EdD ’71, MA 
’61 & BA ’41, of Buffalo, NY 
04.23.08

Susan J. Higginbotham, EdB 
’71, of Baldwinsville, NY 
11.29.08

John T. Puchalski, BS ’71 & 
BA ’66, of North Tonawanda, 
NY 01.16.09

Arthur J. Williams, BS ’71, of 
Buffalo, NY 10.22.08

Connie E. Costantino, MLS 
’72 & BS ’71, of Oceanside, 
CA 01.01.09

John C. Ort, MS ’72 & BS 
’68, of Little Compton, RI 
09.14.08

Richard F. Passino, BS ’72, 
of North Tonawanda, NY 
04.03.09

Edward R. Belmore, MS ’73, 
of Albany, NY 10.09.08

Edward L. Hubert, BS ’73, of 
Massena, NY 12.10.08

Russell Macaluso, EdD 
’73, of East Amherst, NY 
03.10.09

Edward J. Orlando, JD ’73, of 
Rochester, NY 12.20.08

John V. Penn, MSW ’73, of 
Goderich, ON 09.14.08

Steven T. Pugh, MD ’73 & 
BA ’69, of Englewood, CO 
02.28.08

Sydney C. Klein, BA ’74, of 
Buffalo, NY 02.04.09

Jimmie Robinson, BS ’74, of 
Buffalo, NY 09.14.08

Karl R. Scherer, BS ’74, of 
Tonawanda, NY 01.26.09

William I. Cohen, MD ’75, of 
Pittsburgh, PA 02.06.09

Lawrence A. Gaylord, BA 
’75, of North Collins, NY 
12.15.08

William B. Kindred, MA ’75 
& BA ’68, of Buffalo, NY 
01.02.09

Gary L. Wright, MBA ’75 
& MS ’70, of Harvest, AL 
02.24.09

Alan D. Fenster, EdM ’76, of 
Kenmore, NY 01.06.09

Geraldine F. Karny, MS ’76 
& BA ’52, of Kenmore, NY 
02.21.09

Jeffrey L. Aaron, BA ’77, of 
Westbury, NY 03.17.08

Kathy M. Howlett-Depree, 
BA ’77, of Sharon, MA 
01.01.09

Lisa M. Lake, MSW ’77 & BS 
’74, of Clarence, NY 12.01.08

Enyi Okereke, BS ’77, of 
Buffalo, NY 11.25.08

Robert A. Cunningham, PhD 
’78 & BA ’68, of Hamburg, 
NY 03.30.08

Paul J. Mehling, BA ’78, of 
Slingerlands, NY 01.30.09

80s
Shari L. Hirt, BA ’84, of 
Buffalo, NY 12.17.08

Paul F. Nowakowski, MBA 
’85 & BS ’73, of Henderson, 
NV 03.29.09

Ashley L. Braswell, BA ’86, 
of Atlanta, GA 01.31.09

Alicia S. Fink, BA ’86, of 
Liverpool, NY 12.04.08

Aaron M. Smith, BA ’86, of 
Philadelphia, PA 02.16.08

Rovell P. Solomon, PhD ’87, 
of Mississauga, ON 10.04.08

Mary Ellen Drew, BA ’88, of 
New Albany, OH 01.02.09

Chet V. Daeschler, BA 
’89, BS ’88 & AAS ’86, of 
Lockport, NY 01.25.09

90s
James O. Bates, MS ’90 
& BA ’88, of Buffalo, NY 
12.22.08

Toni Delmonte, JD ’91, of 
Warsaw, NY 02.16.09

Joel F. Beeby, BA ’92, of 
Lyndonville, NY 12.20.08

John H. Dieckman, BS ’92, of 
Tonawanda, NY 12.13.08

Anthony M. Petti, EdM ’92 
& BA ’82, of Barker, NY 
02.04.09

James P. Higgins, PhD ’94 
& BA ’75, of Buffalo, NY 
01.20.09

Joseph Lo Galbo, MS ’94, 
MA ’94 & BA ’89, of Angola, 
NY 01.19.09

Eugene C. Maciejewski, BS 
’94, of Buffalo, NY 08.16.08

Amy E. Rine, MBA ’94, of 
Jamestown, NY 12.22.08

Christopher W. Schmitt, 
BA ’96, of Circleville, OH 
02.08.08

Janet I. Facklam, MS ’97 & 
BA ’95, of North Tonawanda, 
NY 11.15.08

00s
Deborah C. Betler, BA ’00, of 
Angola, NY 05.26.08

Ryan M. Perkis, BS ’02, of 
Rochester, NY 03.12.08

Thomas M. Lechner, PhD 
’03 & BA ’66, of Depew, NY 
07.11.08

Heather M. Weeks, BA 
’05, of West New York, NJ 
11.14.08



John Harder, BS ’87
Albany, NY 

We should create a national holiday in 
August and call it Peace Day to com-
memorate the fact that nuclear weapons 
were used by the U.S. on another coun-
try (atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, August 6 and 9, 1945), in 
the hopes that they will never be used 
again. 

Lori Klamner-Wood, BA ’81
New York, NY 

National Unplug Day. People would 
turn off all phones, computers, elec-
tronic games, TomToms, etc. Get back 
to what is going on right around you.

Irene Burns, MD ’78
Batavia, NY

9/11 should be commemorat-
ed as National Remembrance and 
Community Volunteer Day. It would 
be a day for nationwide volunteer-
ism to honor the victims and the first 
responders. 

Sarah Ruchalski, BA ’06
Lancaster, NY

My holiday would be called “X-Day.” 
This holiday would be used as a day to 
mend a relationship, have lunch with an 
ex, reconnect with an old friend or what-
ever someone decides “X” stands for. 

Bob Deneen, CEL ’92
Amherst, NY

Patriot’s Day—to honor all citizens 
throughout America’s history who have 
lived ethically and honorably.

If you could create another

	 national holiday,
what would you call it?*

opinionA l u m n i  s h a r e  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s

inmy
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Judith Weiland, MA ’02 & BA ’98 
Amherst, NY

International Women’s Day is annually 
observed on March 8. It is a major day 
of global celebration for the economic, 
political and social achievements of 
women. The only other day celebrating 
women [in the U.S.] is Mother’s Day, 
which is not a national holiday.

Thomas Capo, PhD ’97
Silver Spring, MD

I’d extend to a national level a decades-
old tradition they have in Cincinnati. I’d 
make the first day of the new baseball 
season a national holiday. We could just 
call it “Opening Day.”

Wayne Elsaesser, BS ’01
Holland, NY 

E Pluribus Unum Day: A celebration 
of the melting pot of America, how im-
migrants from all over the world have 
come together to build and shape this 
country. It would honor diversity and 
multiculturalism, while recognizing the 
values and diversity of the various re-
gions of the country. 

David Rose, DDS ’67
Roseville, CA 

Taxpayer Day. It is the taxpayer who 
pays for all of the other “special” days!

Jennifer Wood, BS ’00 & BA ’98
Toronto, ON 

Here in Ontario there is a holiday in 
February called “Family Day”—it falls 
on the third Monday of the month. 
I would recreate this day in the U.S. 
It’s all about having a long weekend 
to spend with the kids, enjoying each 
other.

Jane Wittman-Roll, BA ’92
Cape Coral, FL 

I would designate a National Volunteer 
Day to honor the efforts of everyone 
who volunteers and to encourage oth-
ers to give of themselves. The U.S. has a 
wonderful culture of volunteerism that 
is not seen anywhere else in the world.

Sam Prince, BA ’78
Plano, TX 

Equal Access to Justice Day! We must 
all ensure that access to a lawyer to 
guide you through the complexities of 
the legal system is not just for those 
who can afford to pay. One national hol-
iday would serve to remind everyone—
lawyers and non-lawyers alike—of this 
sacred, truly American, principle.

Michael Donato, BS ’03
Fair Lawn, NJ

Repeal Day–December 5. Celebrates the 
repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment on 
that date in 1933, and our freedom to 
brew and drink alcohol.

*Question posed in “In My Opinion,” a feature of the monthly electronic 
newsletter @UB, a portion of which also appears regularly in UB Today.  
To subscribe, go to the Stay Informed tab at www.alumni.buffalo.edu.
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Five lucky winners will be selected at random by answering the following questions:

Name two benefits that dues-paying members of the UB Alumni Association receive. 
What symbol is used to indicate UB Alumni Association membership?

Under which tab on the alumni Web site can you learn about becoming a mentor?
How many regional chapters does the UB Alumni Association have in the U.S.?

And, the prize is:

SanDisk Sansa Connect 4GB MP3 Player with 2.2"LCD Display
Play music, view videos, stream Internet radio or chat with friends using one device.

Stores up to 1,000 MP3 songs (64 hours of music)
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volunteer opportunities online without even getting out of your jammies.

All submissions with correct answers received by 5 p.m. on Friday, October 9, 2009 will be entered into a random drawing. E-mail your answers to
ub-alumni@buffalo.edu (put "Contest" in subject line), or snail mail to Barb Byers, UB Office of Alumni Relations, 103 Center for Tomorrow, Buffalo, NY 14260
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and check out the UB Alumni Association’s new Web site!




